
 

 
OUR PLACES, OUR HERITAGE:  
A PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSERVATION IN LOUISIANA, 
2011 -2015  

 

LOUISIANA OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
JANUARY 2011  

  



1 
 

PREFACE 
 
 As Louisiana enters this second decade of the 21st century, it approaches a number 
of historic milestones including the bicentennials of statehood, the War of 1812, and the 
Battle of New Orleans (2015) along with the sesquicentennial of the American Civil War 
and the tercentenaries of both Natchitoches (2014) and New Orleans (2018). With these 
important commemorations just on the horizon, it seems highly appropriate that the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and interested preservation groups from around 
Louisiana articulate a larger vision for the conservation of the important h istoric and 
cultural resources located here within our state. Yet, Louisiana finds itself in a precarious 
position. The catastrophic hurricanes of recent years and the Gulf oil spill have stretched 
resources thin and a discouraging budget climate that has already reduced the overall 
reach and effectiveness of state government now threatens to carve further into public 
services. Preservation organizations must of necessity respond to these difficult times.  

It has been the goal of this planning process to look more carefully at how to serve 
the needs of the people of Louisiana while doing so in a less than ideal fiscal environment. 
With this thought in mind, and after intensive research and discussion among members of 
the preservation community, public officials, and private citizens, the following planning 
document has been developed to address the major issues of cultural resource 
management over the next five years (2011-2015). Primarily, the plan calls for a focus in 
five main areas: 1) developing advocacy efforts, 2) expanding education and public 
knowledge, 3) building visibility, 4) streamlining services , and 5) identifying and 
protecting historic properties . With hard work and a cooperative spirit among all 
partners, we feel that historic preservation and archaeological conservation in Louisiana 
can be both economically feasible as well as morally responsible. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO LOUISIANAȭS HISTORIC  
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

Like other states in the nation, Louisiana is a product of migration, conflict, cultural 
exchange, and societal evolution through time. Our human past is reflected most notably in 
the rich array of buildings, structures, archaeological sites, historic landscapes, and 
traditional cultural properties that are a shared inheritance for all the people of the state. 
The effective management of these historic and cultural resources requires an appreciation 
of the traditions, folkways, and historical origins that underlie ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭs different 
communities and populations, as well as an awareness of the historical processes that have 
affected and contributed to ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÏÖerall development. Attempting to balance the 
preservation of this rich heritage with ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ all-consuming imperative of economic 
growth can be a daunting task, one that demands commitment at all levelsɀinvolved local 
people, responsive elected leaders, attentive civil servants, and, above all, an educated 
general public that recognizes ÔÈÅ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ cultural  patrimony in this 
era of terrific physical expansion. It is hoped that this short introduction , while providing a 
better understanding of ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ historical context, also will serve to identify the many 
challenges to, and opportunities for, preservation and conservation in the Pelican State.  
 
LOUISIANA PREHISTORY  
 

PALEO-INDIAN PERIOD (12,000-10,000 YEARS AGO)  THROUGH THE  
ARCHAIC PERIOD (10,000-2,500 YEARS AGO) 
 
MankindȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÆÏÒÁÙÓ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁ 

came probably some 12,000 years ago and these first inhabitants found it a hospitable 
place rich in fish, wild game, and other natural resources. Evidence of these earliest peoples 
is rather limited so that archaeologists often must extrapolate their conclusions from 
better-preserved finds in other parts of the South. Still, distinctive chipped stone 
technologies began to emerge in Louisiana some 10,000 to 8,000 years ago and 
archaeologists have recovered scrapers, pitted stones, and other tools in abundance, 
suggesting a population that was larger and more sedentary than in earlier times. By 6,000 
years ago, mound construction was underway in southern and eastern Louisiana, marking 
the start of a tradition that continued for the next 5,000 years. Louisiana has at least 13 
mound sites that date to the Middle Archaic, including the well-preserved Watson Brake 
site in Ouachita Parish and the LSU Campus Mounds site in East Baton Rouge Parish. 

From 3,700 to 3,100 years ago, a unique culture flourished at the Poverty Point site 
in West Carroll Parish. The natural environment there was diverse enough to support an 
extremely large hunter-gatherer settlement. Importantly, 0ÏÖÅÒÔÙ 0ÏÉÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ created 
an extensive trade network that brought stone from great distances to use for points, 
beads, plummets, and bowls. Further, they built massive concentric ridges and earthen 
mounds, including a large central mound that now measures 21 meters tall. For its time, 
this intricate complex was the largest and most elaborate in North America. Poverty Point 
now is a State Historic Site, a National Historic Landmark, a National Monument, and is on 
the U.S. Tentative List to be a World Heritage Site. 
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WOODLAND PERIOD (2,500-800 YEARS AGO)  

THROUGH THE MISSISSIPPIAN PERIOD (800-400 

YEARS AGO) 
 
 The widespread use of pottery marks the 
beginning of the Woodland period, around 2,500 
years ago. This early pottery was thick, un-tempered, 
and poorly fired, but it marked a major technological 
and cultural development. About 2,200 years ago, the 
Marksville culture emerged in the lower Mississippi 
Valley. Considered a southern variant of the mid-
western Hopewell tradition , its people crafted 
delicate, decorative pottery and built elaborate burial 
mounds. The eponymous multi -mound Marksville 
site in Avoyelles Parish has no equal in the rest of the 
state. It is a State Historic Site and a National Historic 
Landmark. 

By about 1,000 years ago, Louisiana had a 
great range of diversity in its American Indian 
population, with both mound and non-mound 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÓ. The 
Caddo tradition, with its fine pottery, extensive trade 
network, and elaborate mortuary complex, flourished 
in northwest Louisiana. In the lower Mississippi 
Valley, the Plaquemine and Mississippian traditions 
emerged. In southwest Louisiana, hunting and 
gathering provided abundant resources throughout 
the year for most communities.   

 
EUROPEAN CONTACT AND THE HISTORIC PERIOD 

(1500 S-1700S) 
 
 The devastating force of European contact 
that rippled across the American Southeast in the 
16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, however, brought 
collapse and social dislocation to these cultures, 
leading in turn to the eventual regeneration of 
,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ-ÅÒÁȱ ÔÒÉÂÅÓ 
that we know today. Settlement pressures during the 
colonial period led to an influx of Indian groups from 
the east and the north, the movement of Indian 
peoples within Louisiana, and the conglomeration of 
tribes as they struggled with warfare, disease, and 
cultural loss. During that time, many sites were 
occupied only briefly and thus are small and difficult 
to link with a specific tribe. There are though a few 

,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ 
Mounds 

In 1997, the Louisiana state legislature 
recognized the importance of protecting 
our American Indian legacy with the 
creation of the Ancient Mounds Heritage 
Area and Trail Advisory Commission. 
Since then, the State Historic 
Preservation Office, through the Division 
of Archaeology, has worked with local 
landowners and state agencies to 
preserve and mark more than three 
dozen sites in northeast Louisiana. 
These are now interpreted and 
accessible through the Ancient Mounds 
Driving Trail.  

Among these spectacular examples is 
the 3500-year old Poverty Point site, one 
of the oldest and largest mound 
complexes in North America. It is 
protected today as a state park and, 
through cooperative efforts, was 
recently named as one of only 14 places 
in the United States eligible for 
nomination as a World Heritage Site. 

 Further, in recent years, the Division of 
Archaeology has worked with The 
Archaeological Conservancy, a national 
non-profit dedicated to preserving 
heritage sites, to assist their purchase of 
12 properties, including the important 
DePrato and Mott Mound complexes. 
These will now be available for future 
generations. 

 

Rendering of the Poverty Point site 
(Office of State Parks/Martin Pate) 
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places, such as the Tunica ȰÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅȱ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ Trudeau, 
that are notable for their range of native and 
European artifacts showing the process of 
acculturation during the 1700s.  
 
LOUISIANAȭS COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT (1699 -1812)  
 
 Following the era of contact, Louisiana 
emerged as a far-flung colonial outpost, first of the 
French, then of the Spanish and British, before 
finding itself integrated, albeit as an exotic 
possession, into the realm of the new American 
republic. The physical legacies of the colonial era, 
such as the French Quarter in New Orleans (built 
primarily under the Spanish after disastrous 
conflagrations in 1788 and 1794), the isolated 
plantations up and down the Mississippi River and in 
the Red River Valley, and the lonely frontier outposts 
at Opelousas, Natchitoches, and Los Adaes are 
important on a national scale. They represent, 
individually and collectively, the immersion of 
European and African identities into the hothouse 
climate of the Americas and offer exciting views of 
societal and cultural formation in this new 
environment. The colonial era also was responsible 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÐÒÅÍÉÅÒ ÁÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÁÌ 
style, French Creole. Once prevalent throughout the 
Mississippi Valley, today few examples of French 
Creole architecture are found outside of Louisiana; a 
few exist in the Gulf states of Mississippi and 
Alabama and in the old French outpost towns of the 
Upper Mississippi in Missouri and Illinois.  

Though the remaining structures and 
numerous archaeological sites representing this 
history are richly rewarding for the stories they 
reveal about early Louisiana, they are often located 
in areas where development has proceeded 
unabated. Effective management and interpretation 
is limited by centuries of continued development and 
use, subdivision of property into many small 
landholdings, and the conversion of agricultural land 
to housing and industrial parks. ,ÉËÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
earliest American Indian cultures, this colonial legacy 
is one of the most fascinating, but also one of the 
most endangered of our historic resources. 

 

 

 

Magnolia Mound Plantation, ca. 1790s, 
Baton Rouge (Office of Tourism) 

 

 

Slave quarters at Evergreen Plantation, 
mid-1800s, along the River Road  

(Office of Tourism) 
 

 

Restored kitchen, Destrehan Plantation, 
complex dates to 1780s, along the River 

Road (Office of Tourism) 
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THE ANTEBELLUM PLANTATION WORLD (1812 -1860)  
 

After the passing of the European powers from the scene, Louisiana quickly came 
into its own as a commercial economy built upon cotton, sugar, and enslaved labor. The 
plantations located on the Mississippi and Red Rivers, and over into the bayou country of 
the Lafourche and Teche districts, produced immense crops that were then moved by 
water to New Orleans, and then from this great metropolis to overseas markets. Plantation 
society in the state evolved along its own trajectory, varying from region to region both by 
the crops grown and the ethnic origins of planters and slaves. The sugar regions of south 
Louisiana, for instance, largely reflected the influence of creolized African and European 
populations, while plantation culture in ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ cotton regions generally evolved as a 
product of the migration of Atlantic seaboard planters, largely of English or Scottish 
descent, and their anglicized African American laborers. The ȰÂÉÇ ÈÏÕÓÅÓȱ ÃÁÍÅ ÉÎ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ 
of styles, some showing their colonial and Caribbean roots, others illustrating Federalist, 
neo-classical, and Gothic Revival styles popular elsewhere in the South. Architecture and 
ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȱ ÌÉËewise reflect the origins of their inhabitants, 
either as Louisiana and Caribbean creoles or as transplants from the eastern states. 
Important archaeological work at plantation sites continues to help us understand the wide 
cultural parameters of the plantation world. 
 
UPLAND SOUTH, ACADIAN, AND OTHER CULTURAL INFLUENCES (LATE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES) 
 

Other areas of Louisiana attracted migrants with different ethnic heritages and 
cultural characteristics. The piney woods of the Florida Parishes above Lake Pontchartrain 
and the upland country of north and central Louisiana drew a mixed Anglo and Scots-Irish 
immigration of small, subsistence-based farmers from other similar areas of the American 
South. The housing styles in these places included typical ȰÄÏÇÔÒÏÔÓȟȱ ȰÓÉÎÇÌÅ-ÐÅÎÓȟȱ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ#ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁ-)ȭÓ,ȱ few originals of which remain today.  

In south central Louisiana, the prairies and lowlands emerged as the domain of the 
Acadians, ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ Ȱ#ÁÊÕÎÓ,ȱ who began arriving in the 1770s and made their living as small 
farmers and herders of cattle, and later as trappers and fishermen. 4ÈÅ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌ Ȱ!ÃÁÄÉÁÎȱ 
house can be found in dwindling numbers across much of south Louisiana and as far north 
as Avoyelles and Rapides Parish in the central part of the state. A modernized version of 
this ȰÎÁÔÉÖÅȱ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ Á ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ in the region.  

Other French-speaking peoples, including white and black creoles and mixed-
heritage American Indian bands that lived in isolated communities on the fringes of society, 
inhabited south Louisiana as well and maintained distinct cultural traditions. Meanwhile, 
on the far western border of the state, the so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ.ÅÕÔÒÁÌ 3ÔÒÉÐȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
United States from Texas, frontier conditions prevailed with a mix of Anglo-American, 
Indian, African American, and mestizo communities. Each of these communities persisted 
with their own ethnic identities and customs, often down to the present day.  
 
NEW ORLEANS AS A COMMERCIAL AND CULTURAL CENTER (1718 -1860 S) 
 

New Orleans, of course, remained a world unto itself, a vast and diverse port city 
that numbered almost 170,000 souls by 1860. A center of wealth and power, its 
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commercial and cultural influences reached deep into the hinterlands of the Mississippi 
River Valley. Indeed, the New OrleaÎÓ ȰÓÔÙÌÅȱ could be recognized in Baton Rouge, 
Alexandria, Shreveport, and Monroe, and as far north as Memphis and St. Louis. In this 
mostly agricultural state, cultural trends tended to move outward from the urban center to 
the rural periphery. New Orleans, therefore, had an inordinate impact on the development 
of the rest of Louisiana. Even more, as a full-formed city by the time of the Civil War (Baton 
Rouge, the state capital, was home to fewer than 6000 persons), .Å× /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȭ ÂÕÉÌÔ 
environment accommodated an impressive array of architectural styles that met its 
housing and commercial needs, making it today one of the most opportunity rich areas for 
rehabilitation and re-use of historic structures. Although much of the early city has been 
wiped away, a few key examples of the French colonial presence remain and the French 
Quarter itself, though built under Spanish rule, nonetheless reflects typically French 
Caribbean and creole modes. Greek Revival, Egyptian Revival, Gothic Revival, and Italianate 
styles are evident in housing, businesses, and government buildings from the later 
antebellum period. New Orleans also is important for its rich archaeological legacy. Recent 
investigations in the garden behind St. Louis Cathedral, on the grounds of the Old U.S. Mint, 
and at other sites in the French Quarter demonstrate a high-level of preservation and help 
reveal the fascinating interactions between ethnic groups during colonial and antebellum 
times.  
 
FORTS, BATTLEFIELDS, AND HISTORIC CEMETERIES (COLONIAL ERA THROUGH THE 19TH CENTURY) 
 
 Louisiana played a strategic role in the imperial designs of the early colonial powers 
in North America and later likewise held tremendous value for the American republic, all 
because of the vital importance of the Mississippi River. France, Spain, and Great Britain all 
constructed military fortifications to defend their interests in Louisiana and, after the 
Battle of New Orleans in 1815, the United States government also invested heavily in 
securing the state. Most of the early posts have long since been destroyed but valuable 
archaeological remains merit continued attention. Equally as important are the brick 
masonry forts of the antebellum era that surround New Orleans and are endangered today 
by coastal erosion and neglect. These include Forts Pike and Macomb east of the city, the 
crumbling ruins of Fort Livingston to the west, and Forts Jackson and St. Philip down the 
Mississippi. All of these suffered heavy damage during Hurricane Katrina in 2005 but most 
have undergone mitigation and stabilization efforts in recent years. Other installations, 
such as Jackson Barracks in New Orleans, the Pentagon Barracks and Old Arsenal in Baton 
2ÏÕÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÏÒÔÅÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭ Ó 
early militar y heritage. Key partners in managing these assets include the Office of State 
0ÁÒËÓȟ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄȟ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȭ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢ  
 A number of important battlefields from the War of 1812 and Civil War are located 
in Louisiana as well. Of national importance, the Chalmette battlefield below New Orleans, 
managed by the National Park Service, was the site of General (later President) Andrew 
*ÁÃËÓÏÎȭÓ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÁÄÉÎÇ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÁÒÍÙȢ .ÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÄÁÔÉng from 
the Civil War are in various states of conservation. The Office of State Parks manages Port 
Hudson just above Baton Rouge; Forts DeRussy, Randolph, and Buhlow in central Louisiana 
along the Red River; and Mansfield just below Shreveport. Port Hudson was the site of a 48-
day siege in 1863; its fall gave the North full control over the Mississippi River. Mansfield 
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was the culminating battle of the 1864 Red River 
campaign. Yet, these are but a few of the Civil War-
era sites in Louisiana. Campaigns in the Bayou 
Lafourche and Bayou Teche country took place in 
1862 and 1863, while the Vicksburg campaign 
ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 5ÌÙÓÓÅÓ 'ÒÁÎÔȭÓ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÖÅ 
march through northeast Louisiana in April 1863. 
Sites associated with these operations have received 
very little attention over the years and are in need of 
assessment. As is the case elsewhere, intensive 
agricultural and industrial development, along with 
suburbanization, continue to be major threats. The 
upcoming anniversaries of both the War of 1812 
and Civil War, however, provide opportunities for 
education programs and conservation efforts aimed 
at limiting the loss to these important places. 
 In addition to forts and battlefields, Louisiana 
has a wide assortment of historically significant 
cemeteries and burying grounds associated with its 
development in the 18th and 19th centuries. The 
most well-known are the above-ground cemeteries 
of New Orleans, especially the ancient St. Louis 
cemeteries just outside the French Quarter. These 
early sites are crowded and jumbled affairs but later 
burial places in the city, such as Metairie Cemetery, 
have park-like qualities that reflect Victorian 
conventions about death and mourning, being 
heavily ornamented with important artwork and 
architecture. Locally, the Save Our Cemeteries 
preservation organization has been active for 
several decades in bringing attention to blight and 
decay in the cemeteries and working to mitigate 
damage. &ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ×ÏÒËȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ 
the Louisiana state legislature created the Louisiana 
Historic Cemetery Preservation Program and Trust 
Fund to help identify and preserve burial grounds 
statewide. Among the endangered properties are 
small rural sites, often those of plantation and 
farming families (both white and black), that are 
poorly marked and threatened by development and 
decay, as well as larger inner-city cemeteries that 
have fallen into disrepair with shifts in 
demographics over the years. Local and state 
preservation groups have a great deal of work in 
front of them but such efforts do tend to generate 
public interest and support. 

 

Port Hudson State Historic Site, near 
Zachary (Office of Tourism) 

 

#ÏÎÆÅÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓȭ ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔȟ 4ÁÌÌÕÌÁÈȟ 
(Office of Tourism) 

 

Somerset Cemetery, near Newellton, a 
rural burying ground, ca. 1850s  

(Office of Tourism) 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE AFTER THE CIVIL WAR  
(1865 -PRESENT) 

 
The Civil War transformed both Louisiana 

and the South, but perhaps not in ways that proved 
readily discernible even a few decades later. For, 
though Emancipation completely destroyed the 
institution of slavery and Reconstruction provided 
African Americans a surprising amount of political 
freedom up into the 1870s, white violence towards 
blacks and the withdrawal of northern support for 
civil  rights erased most of these gains in the years 
afterward. Further, the plantation continued to be 
a central part of the lives of many African 
Americans well into the 1930s and 1940s, as 
recorded through oral histories, written records, 
and archaeological work at plantations such as 
Alma and Riverlake in Pointe Coupee Parish and 
elsewhere. Meanwhile, Ȱ*ÉÍ #ÒÏ×ȱ ÓÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
increasingly limited the opportunities of small-
town and urban blacks.  

Yet, in an unintended way, segregation also 
created vibrant African American business and 
residential districts that flourished up into the 
1950s and 1960s. These areas, like South Baton 
Rouge or Texas Avenue in Shreveport, featured 
schools, theatres, dancehalls, restaurants, and 
stores that catered to all-black audiences. Although 
reflecting local adaptations, many of these 
structures nonetheless often drew upon national 
styles then coming into vogue. Found in some of 
,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÆÅ× 
surviving benevolent society buildings and 
Rosenwald schools. Preservation interest in these 
African American neighborhoods and buildings, 
often linked to larger community revitalization and 
economic development efforts, has exploded over 
the past decade but more work needs to be done in 
identifying and protecting them. 
 
EARLY 20TH CENTURY LOUISIANA (1900 -1945)  
 

As Louisiana moved into the 20th century, 
revolutions in transportation and communication 
increasingly broke down the physical limitations of 
both travel and cultural transmission, thereby 

 

 

Ȱ,ÅÁÄÂÅÌÌÙȱ ÓÔÁÔÕÅȟ 4ÅØÁÓ !ÖÅÎÕÅȟ 
Shreveport (Office of Tourism) 

 

 

 

Arna Bontemps Museum, boyhood home of 
the biographer, essaysist, and literary 

critic, ca. 1890s, Alexandria  
(Office of Tourism) 
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introducing outside influences to even the most 
remote and provincial areas of the state. This 
expanding consciousness was reflected most 
notably in the advent of national architectural 
trends that accompanied the coming of the railroads 
in the decades after the Civil War and the building 
of modern highway systems in the 1920s and 
1930s. Towns like Lake Charles and Crowley in 
southwest Louisiana still today reflect their origins 
in the timber and rice booms of the late 19th century 
with a built culture that evidences the conventions 
of the time (Queen Anne and Eastlake, in 
particular), especially as recent northern and mid-
western immigrants sought to replicate models of 
national affluence and success. Likewise, the 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ȰÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓȱ ÉÎ "ÁÔÏÎ 2ÏÕÇÅȟ 
Alexandria, and Shreveport (not to mention in much 
of New Orleans as well) reflected general trends 
towards suburbanization in the 1910s and after, 
with strong bungalow styles tailored to indigenous 
tastes and an abundance of Colonial, Spanish 
Colonial, and Tudor Revival examples on display. 
The Beaux Arts and Art Deco design styles are 
likewise heavily represented in these places in 
residential, commercial, and government buildings. 

The early 1900s also saw the birth of the oil 
and gas business in Louisiana. Following big strikes 
ÉÎ %ÁÓÔ 4ÅØÁÓȟ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×ÉÌÄÃÁÔÔÅÒÓȱ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
in wells around Jennings and then in the Caddo Lake 
area north of Shreveport. The wealth that came with 
this industry , and the subsequent impact on private 
as well as public architecture in Louisiana, cannot 
be overestimated. In fact, oil revenues underwrote 
ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȟ ÌÁÔÅÒ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 3ÅÎÁÔÏÒȟ (ÕÅÙ ,ÏÎÇȭÓ 
infrastructure construction in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s, including his building of roads, bridges, 
ÁÎÄ Á ÎÅ× ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÁÎd state capitol.  

%ÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ,ÏÎÇȭÓ 
untimely death in 1935, when the now-friendly 
Franklin D. Roosevelt administration in 
Washington, D.C., poured close to a hundred million 
Ȱ.Å× $ÅÁÌȱ dollars into Louisiana for schools, 
airports, courthouses, community centers, 
university buildings, parks, sewerage systems, and 
other projects. A large percentage of these 
structures are still in use today. Such publicly-

 

 

Detail, New Deal mural, Louisiana State 
Exhibit Museum, late 1930s, Shreveport 

(Office of Tourism) 

 

 

Standard Oil building, old Scott Field, 
where crop-dusting began, ca. 1920s, 
outside Tallulah (Office of Tourism) 
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owned historic buildings, bridges, and roadways periodically face assault from well-
meaning but non-preservation-minded architects, engineers, and governmental custodians 
who tend to adopt a philosophy of Ȱmodern is betterȱ when it comes to maintenance and 
repair. ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ, in partnership with the SHPO, need to be 
more proactive in ȰÓÅÌÌÉÎÇȱ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÏÌÏÇÙ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅ 
government agencies.   

 Another important but nonetheless often overlooked legacy for Louisiana from this 
first half of the 20th century is the assortment of military installations constructed during 
the First and Second World Wars. These include Camp Beauregard and Camp Livingston 
near Alexandria and Fort Polk at Leesville. Beauregard (Louisiana National Guard) and Polk 
(Department of Defense) are still active today. All of the posts, as well as a handful of other 
sites around the state, have significant architectural or archaeological elements that need 
evaluation and conservation. Cultural resource staff at Fort Polk have completed an 
extensive analysis of that base in recent years and the U.S. Forest Service is continuing 
work in documenting the remnants of Camp Livingston, now a part of the Kisatchie 
National Forest. Still, much work remains to be done to record and preserve this aspect of 
,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ heritage. 

  
LOUISIANA AFTER 1945  
 

In terms of a larger view of the 20th century, the Second World War proved to be the 
true watershed moment for Louisiana. Federal investment in military bases and defense 
industries contributed heavily to a wartime boom and this investment continued in the 
decades after the war as major petro-chemical industries moved into the state, especially 
along the Mississippi River corridor between New Orleans and Baton Rouge and around 
Lake Charles. )ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ρωυπÓ ÁÎÄ ρωφπÓ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ȰÓÕÎÂÅÌÔ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ in full sway with 
the construction of two major interstate systems in Louisiana, an explosion in the number 
ÏÆ ÓÕÂÕÒÂÓ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ an accompanying growth of businesses 
to service this new population, much of it drawn from declining rural areas.  

Although bringing tremendous economic opportunities that, in general, lifted 
,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁÎÓȭ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÒÁÐÉÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÏÒÌÙ 
planned expansion that also eroded the integrity of trad itional downtowns and caused a 
staggering loss of cultural resources. Such examples are too numerous to mention, but, we 
might point out the disastrous effects of interstate construction on the Tremé 
neighborhood in New Orleans and South Baton Rouge in the capital city, two thriving black 
residential and commercial districts that went into immediate decline. While there has 
been a renewed interest in the past 15 or 20 years in re-developing older downtown areas, 
the trend towards suburbanization, in particular, has continued to abrade much of 
,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ as cities such as Baton Rouge, Hammond, Lafayette, and Lake 
Charles (all along the Interstate 10/12 corridor) maintain high levels of growth. Even 
smaller towns, such as Natchitoches and Ruston, have seen increased expansion in recent 
years that has put extreme pressure on their city cores and surrounding rural landscapes.  

In an odd turn of events, though, much of this remarkable development from the 
1950s and 1960s now finds itself threatened by more recent ȰÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢȱ %ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ 
danger are many of the schools, public buildings, neighborhoods, churches, and industrial 
structures that represented the blossoming of modernist architecture. The 2007 
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demolition of the Union Tank Car shop in Baton 
Rouge, a stunning geodesic dome designed by 
Buckminster Fuller, is only one example of an 
increasing number of such important pieces of our 
heritage being lost. Further, many key places in the 
ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÊÅÏÐÁÒÄÙ 
as well, although some, such as the Kress Building in 
ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î "ÁÔÏÎ 2ÏÕÇÅȟ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ Á ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ρωφπ ȰÓÉÔ-
ÉÎȱ ÂÙ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ 
been renovated in a respectful manner to honor this 
important legacy. 

 
A VIEW ON CURRENT PRESERVATION ISSUES  
 

The scope of, and challenges to, historic 
preservation and archaeological conservation in 
Louisiana are vast and complex. In large part, the 
sheer density and variety of human habitation 
through time contributes to a wide field of activity 
for preservationist groups who often have too few 
staff and too little money. But, also, the level of stress 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÈÁÓ 
increased dramatically over the past decade.  
Demolition by neglect and new development 
continue to be major concerns for urban areas, as 
always. Many ÏÆ ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ Árchaeological sites are 
threatened by an ever-growing population needing 
land for homes and businesses, the increased use of 
land-leveling and drainage techniques by 
agricultural interests, the rapid ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
coast, and the recent surge in oil and natural gas 
exploration. In some areas, looting continues to be a 
significant problem. Underwater archaeological sites 
in Louisiana, including submerged, formerly 
terrestrial sites as well as shipwrecks and 
abandoned watercraft, are threatened by storms, 
dredging, and energy development. All of these 
issues represent ongoing, continual threats to sites 
and traditional cultural properties and practices. 
They will require sustained efforts to be properly 
addressed.  

There are also significant threats from one-
time events such as hurricanes and oil spills, as 
Louisianans have learned all too well in recent years. 
These events have the potential to instantly impact 
many sites over a broad region, requiring an intense, 

 

 

Sandoz Hardware sign, ca. 1950s-60s, 
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Holy Ghost Catholic Church, ca. 1960s, 
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