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suggestive of a particular style or age. Innovative lighting schemes which enhance the 
architectural character of the building and the general character of the Local Houma 
Historic District or site will be considered. 

(3) Security lighting systems are to be designed and installed in such a way as to 
minimize visibility of the fixture during daylight hours and to provide a uniform lighting 
pattern on those portions of the building visible from the street. 

(4) Placement of lighting fixtures. The lighting fixtures should be mounted and 
centered on the space between column bays or symmetrically around a door. Lights 
should be located so that they do not interfere with the operation of a window or door. 

(5) Flush or recess mounted fixtures for use in porch soffits or ceilings are generally 
preferred over hanging fixtures . 

(Ord. No. 6730, § 1,2-26-03) 

Sec . 20-129 Overhanging balconies. 

New or additional balconies may be erected if they conform to the architecture of the 
Local Houma Historic District or site and are at least nine (9) feet above the level of the 
sidewalk. Balconies that overhang a parish or municipal right-of-way shall have obtained a letter 
of no objection from the Terrebonne Parish Department of Public Works and those overhanging 
a state or federal right-of-way must document approval by the appropriate authority prior to the 
issuance of a certificate of appropriateness from the commission. 

(Ord. No. 6730, § I, 2-26-03) 

Sec. 20-130 Prohibition of aerials and antennas. 

The construction of aerials, antennas or satellite dishes within the Local Houma Historic 
District or within a historic site is prohibited without the approval of the commission. 

(Ord. No. 6730, § I, 2-26-03) 

Sec. 20-131 Building interiors 

The commission encourages property owners to identify, retain and preserve those 
interior individual structural or decorative features that are important in defining the overall 
historic character of the building. Such features might include post and beam systems, trusses, 
columns, above grade stone foundation walls, light fixtures, hardware, flooring, fireplaces and 
mantles, cornices, molding, or other decorative features . 

(Ord. No. 6730, § 1,2-26-03) 

Sec. 20-132. Hardship variances. 

Where by reason of topographic conditions, irregularly shaped lots, or because of unusual 
circumstances applicable solely to the particular applicant, strict enforcement of the provisions of 
this Article would result in serious undue hardship particularly affecting said applicant, then the 
commission, in passing upon his application shall have the power to vary or modify adherence to 
this Article; provided always that its requirements insure harmony with the general purposes 
hereof, and will not adversely affect the Local Houma Historic District as a whole or any 
designated landmark or site. 

(Ord. No. 6730, § 1,2-26-03 ) 
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State law references: Hardship variances, R.S. 25:739. 
IIII 

Sec. 20-133. Enforcement.II 
I The commission shall have the power to institute suit in any court of competent 

jurisdiction to prevent any unlawful action in violation of the provisions of this Article or of any 
of the rules and regulations adopted by the commission in conformity with it. 

Any owner, agent, lessee or other person acting for or in conjunction with him, who shall 
violate this Article or rules, regulations or decision of the commission shall be fined not less than 
fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each violation, except as 
hereinafter provided. Any owner, agent, lessee or other person acting for or in conjunction with 
him who shall demolish a structure or edifice without having received an appropriate certificate 
of appropriateness may be fined a single fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) 
nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). For violations other than demolition without an 
appropriate certificate of appropriateness each day that a violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. 

(Ord, No. 6730, § 1,2-26-03) 

State law references: Enforcement powers of commission, R.S. 25:740. 

Sec. 20-134. Appeals. 

(a) Any person or persons aggrieved by any decision, act, or proceeding of the 
commission shall have a right to apply in writing to the parish council for reversal or 
modification thereof and the parish president shall have the right to stay all further action 
until the council may affirm a decision of the commission by majority vote of all its 
members. Any such appeal shall be taken in ten (10) days from the date of decision and 
the council may consider said appeal at its next general or special meeting, but in any 
event, not more than forty-five (45) days thereafter. The council shall have the right to 
reverse, change, or modify any decision of the commission only by a majority vote of all 
its members. 

(b) Any person or persons aggrieved by any decision of the council affecting said the 
Houma Local Historic District or designated site shall have the right to file a civil suit 
within thirty (30) days from date of decision in a court of competent jurisdiction under 
the usual rules of procedure governing same, with the right to stay orders and injunctive 
relief provided the situation warrants it. 

(Ord. No. 6730, § 1,2-26-03) 

State law references: Appeal rights from commission action, R.S 25 :741. 

Sec. 20-135. Applicability. 

The regulatory powers conferred by this Article on the commission shall apply to all 
private property, in the area controlled by it, including all buildings, structures, areas, sites, and 
their adjuncts and appurtenances, insofar as they constitute part of the entirety or tout ensemble 
of the Houma Local Historic District or designated historic preservation sites. Any 
governmental agency of the state or local government, other than the governing body, having a 
responsibility for any building, structure, area, site, public way and their adjuncts and 
appurtenances within the historic preservation site shall seek the advice of the commission prior 
to the initiation of any substantive change, modification, renovation, restoration or construction. 

Ord. No. __' § II, -05) 
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1" 1 State law references: Applicability of commission powers, R.S. 25:742. 1

I 
Sec. 20-136. Additional authority of commission.I 

I The commission is empowered to name or designate, upon adoption of an appropriate 
ordinance by the Terrebonne Parish Council, any site, location, structure or monument within the 

I area served by the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government as worthy of preservation 
whether within or outside the confines of an historic district and to exercise all other powers and 
functions of a historic district and landmarks commission, except as otherwise precluded by state 
law. 

Ord. No. _ _ , § II, -05) 

State law references: Authority of historic district commissions, R.S. 25 :744. 

Sees. 20-137--20-140. Reserved 

SECTION III 

If any word, clause, phrase , section or other portion of this ordinance shall be declared 
null, void, invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional, the remaining words, clauses, phrases, sections 
and other portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect, the provisions of this 

II ordinance hereby being declared to be severable. 

il 
11 SECTION IV 

II,I This ordinance shall become effective upon approval by the Parish President. 
[ I 

I This ordinance, having been introduced and laid on the table for at least two weeks, was 
voted upon as follows: 

I 
I 
I 
I THERE WAS RECORDED: 
'I!'
I YEAS: C. Voisin, P. Rhodes, P. Lambert, A. Tillman, W. Thibodeaux, K. Eifert, T. 

Cavalier and C. Duplantis. 

NAYS: None. 

ABSTAINING: None. 

ABSENT: H. Lapeyre. 

22nd The Chairman declared the ordinance adopted on this, the day of 
February, 2006. 

PETER RHODES, CHAIRMAN 
TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL~f~N-C-I-L-C-L-E-RK--­

TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 

* * * * * * * * * 
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Date and Time Delivered to Parish President: 
I 
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VetoedG~~d/ kftt /~
 
~._~ Don Schwab," Parish President 

Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government 

Date and Time Returned to Council Clerk: 

?- tJl- D(j? 

* * * * * * * * * 

I, PAUL A. LABAT, Council Clerk for the Terrebonne Parish Council, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Assembled Council 
in Regular Session on February 22, 2006, at which meeting a quorum was present. ~.. 

GI~ UN~R MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS ~ 
DA Y OF , &A , 2006. 

~#itg~LERK 
TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 
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