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What is Deconstruction?

Deconstruction is the careful dismantling of a building, salvaging valuable 

or usable materials. This differs from typical demolition operations, which 

usually discard all or most of the building’s parts. 

Historic preservation aims to avoid demolition of architecturally or cul-

turally valuable structures. In the event that a building is damaged beyond 

repair, the preferred way to remove it is through deconstruction, since most 

buildings have at least some valuable, salvageable materials. 

Deconstruction is the most environmentally friendly way to remove severely 

damaged, unusable structures, as it allows for the reuse of materials and archi-

tectural features and reduces the amount of waste that goes into landfills. 

Beyond the altruistic reasons for deconstruction and salvage, it is also less 

expensive than standard demolition. Studies have shown that deconstruc-

tion costs are approximately 10 percent lower than the costs of typical de-

molition and disposal operations. And there can be another payoff in some 

situations as well: A recent study showed that Katrina victims whose homes 

were deconstructed rather than demolished had measur-

able psychological benefits from the experience. They got 

a better sense of closure when losing their home and found 

satisfaction in realizing a material benefit from the salvaged 

building elements, whether they used them or not.

For information about deconstructing a building, contact 

either of these two local nonprofit organizations 

involved in deconstruction activities:

The PRC’s Rebuilding Together Deconstruction/

Salvage Program: http://www.prcno.org/programs/

rebuildingtogether/rtdeconstruction.php

The Old City Building Center: http://ocbcnola.org/

The window sash and French doors were purchased at a salvage store and refurbished and 
installed on this cottage in the Faubourg Marigny pictured above.
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This built-in cypress bench is being salvaged from a Craftsman-style 
house in the Broadmoor National Register Historic District. The house 
is being deconstructed by the PRC’s Rebuilding Together Deconstruc-
tion and Salvage Program, and salvaged materials will be offered for 
sale in the PRC’s Salvage Store.
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Tips for Utilizing Salvaged 
Architectural Materials

1. Assess What Is Needed

-

-

2. Shop At Salvage Stores
-

-

assistance.

-

3. Consider Hidden Costs 
And Additional Concerns

-

4. Prepare And Install
-

Resources to Consult
When Searching for Salvaged Materials

Architectural Salvage Stores in New Orleans:

To Locate Architectural Salvage Stores Beyond New Orleans:

Top: Cypress door trim is removed from a 
Louisiana Land Trust house slated for demoli-
tion in the Broadmoor National Register 
Historic District. 
Middle: An AmeriCorps worker inspects a 
window in its casing that was just removed 
from a Louisiana Land Trust house slated for 
demolition in the Broadmoor National Regis-
ter Historic District.
Bottom: This AmeriCorps worker carefully 
prepares to remove a window from a crafts-
man house in the Broadmoor National Regis-
ter Historic District. 

This door was pur -
chased at a salvage 
store in a somewhat 
rough condition 
pictured on the left. 
After investing a lot 
of elbow grease and 
TLC, the owner was 
able to transform it 
into the beautiful 
door pictured on 
the right.

PRC Salvage Store

Ricca’s Architectural Sales

Ricca & Puderer

The Bank Architectural Antiques

The Green Project

The Habitat ReStore

Strip-Ease of New Orleans

Resources for Identifying Architectural Styles:

Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide for 

Styles and Terms

American Houses: A Field Guide to the Architecture of the 

Home

 Virginia & Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses

New Orleans Houses: A House-watcher’s Guide


