
marsden is a group of five mounds and parts of an 
earthen embankment. Unlike most of the other sites 
on the Mounds Trail, it is open to the public and is 

accessible by foot. Four of the mounds (Md. A–Md. D) are along the 
east edge of Maçon Ridge, and the embankment apparently connects 
three of them. The largest mound (Md. E) and another portion of the 
embankment are in a wooded area about 300 feet to the southwest; it’s 
a 13-foot-tall platform mound, measuring 150 feet square at its base 
and about 130 feet square at the summit. The other mounds are only 
3 to 5 feet tall. Poverty Point period artifacts found under the mounds 
suggest that people lived here as early as 1500 BC. Charcoal from a 
hearth under one of the smaller mounds dates to between AD 400 and 
AD 1200 (Troyville/Coles Creek periods). q

Lower Jackson is the best-documented Middle Archaic 
mound on the Mounds Trail. It’s a single conical mound 
on the edge of the Maçon Ridge about 2 miles south of 

Poverty Point. Until the 1990s, it was treated as part of that site 
because Poverty Point-style artifacts were found near the mound 
and because it is aligned due south of the largest mound at Poverty 
Point. Coring defined a single stage of mound construction with 
extensive soil weathering. Charcoal from below the mound dated to 
3955–3655 BC, placing the mound in the Middle Archaic period 
(>3000 BC). Some archaeologists believe that the designers of 
Poverty Point incorporated Lower Jackson into their grand layout. 
The mound is about 8 feet tall and almost 130 feet in diameter at 
the base; portions of it were removed in the 1970s and 1980s, so it’s 
only 70% intact. A small historic cemetery on top helped prevent 
additional destruction. q

GPS Coordinates:  Latitude: 32.619138  Longitude: -91.410444
Driving Directions: 
— From La 577 west of bridge, head west on La 134. Go 0.2 mile to 

Walnut Grove Lane, turn left; marker is on right. 
— From La 17, head east on La 134. Go 4.4 miles to Walnut Grove 

Lane, turn right; marker is on right. 
Number of Mounds: 1 
Number of Visible Mounds: 1
Summer Viewing: Excellent, but very distant
Winter Viewing: Excellent, but very distant

lower  Jackson  Mound

GPS Coordinates:  Latitude: 32.486361  Longitude: -91.491666
Driving Directions:
— From La 134, head south on La 17. Go 8.8 miles to Poverty Point 

Parkway at Poverty Point Reservoir State Park; turn left. Go 0.3 mile to 
pull-off; marker is on right. 

— From US 80, head north on La 17. Go 1.7 miles to Poverty Point 
Parkway at Poverty Point Reservoir State Park; turn right. Go 0.3 mile 
to pull-off; marker is on right.

Number of Mounds: 5, 1 embankment
Number of Visible Mounds: 5, 1 embankment
Summer Viewing: Excellent Winter Viewing: Excellent
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