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DCCUMENT NO. 2451
BOX 56

:mOCEEDINGS I NSTI TUTilll BY
TH IR. I N AGAINST HIS
lEBTOIlS T POST OF NATCHEZ .

Thomas I rwi n, r esi de nt of the Post of
Natchez , a t pres ent in New Orlean s, pet iti oned th e
Cour t, al l eging that he was i n formed tha t Don
Olivero Pollock, resident of New Orl eans , ha s
fil ed sui t ag a inst hiIll in order to collect a past
due debt , and as his de l ay in paying th is sum i s
due to tardiness of his debt or s who reside in s ane
Post of Natchez , th er efor e he begged the Court t o
is sue instruct ions to the Commander of said Post,
i n or der to collec t from his debtors , so that he
be a bl e to pay said Pollock.

The Court granted t he abov e pet i tion
and ordered the sa id COlllIll!lllder to ask the said
debtors to a ppear befor e him and de c lar e m eth Ell'
they owed th e sums claimed by t he petiti oner ,
and if so to demand payment of same.

The case ends here and the out come is no t
known .

The cost of the proceedings amount ed t o
5 pesos 6 realeS t

Mi r o
Post igo

24(a)
s .

(S igned)
Pero.omo
Th01DllS Irwin
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DOC~NT NO. 2452
BOX 58

CASE OF
PABLO SEGON AND SON

15
ESTEVAN WATTS.

Plaintiff, a r esident of the City, through
his attorney Don Antoni o Mendez , petitioned the
Court alleging that as evidenced by the promissory
not e dul y presented, Don Estevan Watts, a resident
of t he coast of Ibervi11e, at present in the City,
was indebted to him in the sum of 150 pesos, and
although he had reques ted said defendant on various
occasions, to settle t he above debt, he had been
unable to secure same. Wherefore he begged the
Court to obtain from the de fendant t he customar,y
oath and declaration stating whether or not he was
i ndebted in the sum claimed by the plaintiff , also
t hat said declaration be released to the pl a int i f f
for f ur t her prooeedings .

The Court gr ant ed the above petition.

The Cl erk of Court declared that he had
called on the defendant and after havi ng questi oned
him about the signature affixed on the promissory
note and its contents, he acknowledged his signa­
t ure and his indebtedness to t he plaintiff.

Wherefore; he begged the Court to issue
a wr i t of attachment agains t the person and properties
of t he defendant in order to satisfy his cl a i m and



DOCUMENT NO. 2452
(Cont'd.l

and the costs of Court .

Said writ of a ttachment was served on the
defendant by the deputy Sheriff Nicola s Frome nt i n,
who de clared having made unsuccessful visits to the
house of t he def endant and t hat he could not ge t in
touch wi t h him.

Plai ntiff i nformed t he Cour t tha t since
the 12 of April of l as t ye ar the defenden t had
not paid the above sum, Wherefore he begged the
Court that another writ of a ttachment against his
propert i es be made.

The Court gran t ed the above petition and
the outcome of this case is not known .

(Signed)
J,lmonester
Rafael Perdomo
pablo Segon and Son
Estivan Watts
Juan Doroteo del postigo
Antonio Mendez
Nicolas Fromentin
Pedro De Marigny
Vidal
Carl os Ximenes.

24(a )/r
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Don Jorge Proffit , merohant and resident of Nsw
Orleans, through his Attorney Don Antonio Mendez, pe­
titions the Court alleging that, as evidenoed by the
promissory note, he duly presents , Daniel Uigatz and
Rioardo Soardy, both residents of the Post of Natohez,
are indebted to him for the past due sum of one thou­
sand two hundred seventy-five pesos, and although on
various ooo&sions he has requested pa~~nt, he failed
to oolleot said debt . Therefore , he begs the Court
to issue a warrant of arrest to the Commander of said II
Post, to be served on both parties , inoluding there-
with I. oopy of the translation of said promissory
note , instruoting him to order defendants to verify
thoir signatures , and debt , and in default thereof,
to enforoe the law and seize suffioisnt properties
to oover the e1fU1V8.lent of sl.id debt . The Court re­
quests thl.t prooeedings be sent to them in New Orleans
in order to oover their debts and oosts of Court in
order to obriate the risk of transportation.

DOCUMENT 4#,455
BOX 58

File 4#,12 )
April 9, 1790 )
Judge s E. Wiro )
C.Cs Rafael Perdomo)
Spanish )
Pages 1 to 4 )

------,)

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DON J ORGE PROFFIT

VS .
DANIEL lIIGATZ

AND
RICARDO SCARDY.

Petitioner further begs the Court to have the
said promissory note registered in ths arohives of
the Court .

(Signed) Antonio Uendez .
" Geo. Proffit.



(Signed) )(iro
n Postigo.

The Court orders Don Juan Josef Duforest to
translate the pr omis sory note into Spanish.

Page #2.
DOOUMENT #2455

BOX 58

The promissory note shows that Daniel Kigat~

and Ri oardo Soardy promised to pay the note for 1275
pesos on 25th of May, 1789.

(Signed) Juan Josef Duforest.

The Court , after having examined the r eoords of
the pr ooes di ngs , issues the 1I1"it of attaohment and
inoludes t herewith oopies of the reoords of the pro­
oeedi ngs, promissory note , eto., whioh are forwarded
to Commander of said Post, in order to summon the de­
fendants to appear and verity their signatures, and
sum olaimed by the plaintiff.

(Signed) Miro
n Postigo .

The oost of Court amounted to 9 pesos Ii r ea l es.

2~(a)/O.



DOCUllENT #2456

~..r~

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
TURNER WILLIAMS

File 4/41
April 12, 1790

)
)

Judge I lUr o )TO OBTAIN A PEIDdIT TO ENTER DIFFERENT
C.C I R. Perdomo)PLACES IN TIlE INTERIOR OF LOUISIANA.
Spanish ) TO SEL'lCH FOR SEVERAL NEGROES, WHO
Pages 1 to 20 ) WERE STOLEN FROM SOUTH CAROLINA,
_ _ _____ ) BELONGING TO VARIOUS PERSONS.

Turner Wi l l i ams , at pr esen t in New Orleans
and duly authorized by t he author i t i es of South
Carolina t hrough the Proourator , Don Antonio
Mende z , petitioned the Court , alleging that as
evidenoed by t he dooument he pr esents , various
negroes be l onging to Samuel Soott of the state
of Georg i a , and others belonging to Edouardo
Keat ing of South Carolina have be en stolen.
These were imported into t his Provinoe by Juan
Br unet t , Gibson Clark , Juan Sid1y and other im­
por t er s whose names he did not know, and ha ving
been informed that said negroes were at large in
the i nterior of this Provinoe , in the hands of
t he i r posses sor s , he begged t he Court t o grant
him suf fio ient aut hority to visit the interior
of this Provinoe where said negroes may be found
and to g i ve order to the Commanders of all Posts
to aid him in hi s searoh and he lp r eoapt ure said
negroes ,in the event t heir owner should refuse to
re lease them .

(Signed)

"
Antonio Mendez
Turner Williams

The Court orde red that the note be translated
by Don Juan Josef Duforest .

(Signed) Miro
" Pos t i go.
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The translation shows that in t he s tate
of South Carolina , on April 12 , 1790, Samue l
Scot t, Edo~do Keating and Jean Perkings and
ot her i ndividuals declared tha t said Negr oe s
were stolen and lead t o some Spanish Post or
se t tlement in West er n t erri tories , whi oh is
against the law and dignity of t he state of
South Carolina .

(Signed) Juan Josef Duforest

The Court gr ant s petitioner 's request and
authorizes him to visit various Posts of this
Provinoe to search for t he negroes .

(Signed) Miro
" Postigo

Turner Williams again pet i t i ons the Court
and de o1ares that as he is obliged to appear be­
fore all Commanders of the different Posts of this
Provinoe , that the Court order the Clerk of Court
to iesue oopies of the oomp1ete r eoords of these
pr ooeedings det aching from the original dooument s
he had pr esent ed and to release same to him as
we l l as the oosts of Court to be appraised and
paid by t he petitioner , whioh amounts t o 11 pesos
7 rea1..a.

(Signed) William Turne r

The Court aooepted the pe t i t i oner ' s pl ea.

(Signed ) lll ro
" Po$t1&o .

23(a)
O.
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DOCOMENT NO. 2457
BCllC 58

HlOCEEDIIDS OOTIWED BY
BIYSICIAN3 lXlN ES~AN FaJIGNET
DE PE:LLEGlUE AND lXlN mIS GIOVEL­
LmO AND BY lXlN JUAN BAUTISTA
CARRABY

Ve.
mE SOccmlSION OF ION LUIS LAFITTE.

Plaintiffs petitioned the Court allegillg
th at a s evidenced by the three promissory notes
duly presanted, the succession of Don Juan Lafitte
owed them various sums, as follows:

34 pesos to pnysician Don Es t evan Fouignet
de Pellegrue for medioines, 14 pes os 4 reale s to
Rlysiclen LUis Loovellina, and 31 pesos 6 reales,
to Don Juan Bautista Corraby, fbr mourning apparel
furnished to the son of Lafitte.

Where t o re they begged the Court, that as
the lIUooession's property had been sold, to order
the Testanentery Executor, Don Geronimo Lachapelle,
to ~ said claims.

(SlB1led) Estevan Fouignet de Pellegruo
.. Antonio Mendez
" Luis Leovell1na
.. Corraby and Sons.

~e Court granted the above peti t1.on.

(Signed) Josef de ortega.

j



DOCUJBNT #2457
(Cont ' d. l

Don Geronimo Lachapelle , Testamentary
Executor, for the Succession of Lafitte infomed
the Court tbat he will P'ly t he said cl a im.

~e cas e ends here, and the cos ts amount ed
t o 6 pesos and 4 reales .

24(al/J-
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Pages 1 t o 8 )
Spanish )

)

DOCUMENT #2460
BOX 68

CASE OF
BENJAKIN FARAR

VS.
THE SUCCESSION OF

DON HENRIQUE ALEXANDER

Plaintiff , a res i dent of False River, Pointe
Coupee Dist . , at present i n the City , petitioned
t he Court alleging that as evi denoed by t he bill
duly pre se nted, the su ooession of Don Henr i qu8
Alexander was indebted t o him in t~e sum of 126
pesos 2i reales for lumber sold t~ him in order
t o build a house in Baton Rouge. Wher efor e he
begged t he Court , that the Testamentary Exeoutors
of the aforementioned suooession appear before t he
Cour t and satisfy his olai m.

(Si gned) Benjamin Farar

The Court gr ant ed the above petition , and
ordered that the said bill be translated .

(Signed) Mi r o
11 Postigo

Don Juan Josef nufore , in oomplianoe with
the Court deoree , made the translation of said
bi ll •

.._----------~=--=.....:.:;...::;;...."j



DOCUMENT NO.2461
BOX 58

File #2014
April 15,1790 )
Judge : Governor)
Estevan Mira ) MESSRS.PEDRO WALKER &. JUAN HENDERSON
C. C:Pedro )R!SID:mr8 AND TOBACCO PLANTERS OF NATCHEZ
Ped esclaux ) PETITIONED GOVERNOR MIRO , TO OBTAIN A
Pages 1 to 24) TERM OF ONE YEAR DEBT MORATORIUM.
Spanish only )

-----)

Petitioners, dul y presented a certified
a ocount, showing that they wsre indebtsd the total
sum of 5,315 pesos and 2i reales to various business
men of New Orleans and that various inhabitant s of
the Natohez district were indebted to them in the
sum of 11 ,338 pesos , and 4 reales , wh ich sum sai d
cr edi tor s could not pay at thi s time becaus e thei r
tobacco crops, had for the past two years been of
i nf eri or qua l i t y due t o weat her condi t ion, and had
been r sjected by the Royal Warehouses .

Wherefo re: they prayed the Court t o order
t he i r cr edi t or s to grant them the term of one year
in which to pay said i ndebtednes s .

(S igned ) Walker &. Hender so n

The Court ordered the listed cr editors to
verify the cer t i f i ed account and acknowl edge t heir
s ignatures .

(Signed) Miro (Signed) Postigo

I n the Ci t y of New Orleans , on April 22,
1790 . Before the present Court Clerk appeared the
following cr edi t ors , Messrs . Reaud &. Fortier , Evan &.
James Jones , Jacob Cowperthwait , Antoine Cavelisr,



The Court acc epted t he pet it i oner ' s pl ea .

(Signed ) Ant onio Mendez
" Dani el Clark

DOCUMENT II 24 62
BOX 58

INCIDENTAL PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DANIEL CLARK, IN CONSEQ.UENCE OF
CESSION OF PROPlllTIES lADE BY DON
DUCOURNEAU, IN FAVOR OF HIS CREDITORS.

(Si gned) Mi r o
" Pos t igo

Petit ioner fur ther begs t he Court to
order t he Clerk of Court to legalize the sai d
mortgage in his favor as the or igi nal of same is
recorded in the a r chi ves of the Clerk of Court .

Don Daniel Clark, a r es i dent and merchant
of New Orleans , through the Procurato r Don Antonio
Mendez , informs the Court that he has r ecei ved copy
of the proceedings regarding the cession of properties
made by Don Simon Ducourneau , to hi s credi t ors, and
Don Daniel Clark being one of the credi tors , and
holding a mortgage , in part of his prope rties he
begs the Court to order an i nventory of all the
properties , so they Can be sold at a public auct ion
without includi ng t he r e the properties t hat ar e
covered by his mortgage and in case his mortgage
shoul d not cove r all his credi t, he may i ns ti tute
proce ed ings agains t t he bal ance of the propert ies
i n order t o complet e the payment of t he debt .

File /I 53
A.p r il 16, 1790)
J udge : Mira )
C.C : )
R. Perdomo )
Spanish )
Pages 1 t o 6 )
-----,)



DOCUMENT NO . 2462
BOX 58

(Cont ' d. )

EXHIBIT : DEED OF SALE 1Tf! MORTG!l.GE.

Don Daniel Cl ar k, r es i dent of New
Orleans , sol d t o Don Simon Duccourneau of New
Orleans , three bush negroes , unnamed , brought
here from Jamaica in hia schooner named "New
Orleans ."

After the Court examined the proce edings
of the testimony present ed it was fo r warded t o
t he creditors for t hei r examination .

(Signed) Mi r o
.. Postigo

The case ends here ; the cost of Court
amounted to 4 pesos 7 Reale s .

23(a)/r



The Court order d aa requested.

1.D/r

(Signed) Andres Mol i na

DON ANDRES MOLINA
RE<;:UESTING A COPY OF DEED OF SALE

FOR THE PURCHASE OF
A RESS SLAVE

lillT NO. 2~63
Box . s Y

D

Theretore peti tioner preyed the Court
to grant him 0 copy ot obove sal e.

!Si gned ) JUro
" Postigo

Petitioner , edical interne ot the
Royal Hosp i t ol ot New Orleans, pet i t i oned Governor
Mi ra , slleging t hat he hAd preViously solicited a
copy ot deed or sale tro Don Ratael Perd omo , Court
Clerk, who decl i ned to turnish s e, becaus e said
Clerk had alreedy turnished a copy ot said deed ot
8ele to the party who had sold t he petitioner the
s lave.

File ' 61
April 17 , 1790 )
1udge: Governor JUra )
No Court Clerk )
Page 1 )
Span1ah - )

-------)
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DOC O. 24 64
BOX 58

(Continued)

Antonio ende z , eho has been appointed
District Attorne7 to prosecut e thi s 0 se , esk.
thst the n ro de t endent be se nt enced to r eoeiTe
200 lashe around the ual streets ot ee Orleens ,
a th~t he be returned to his ~stre. , on condi ­
tion th t she keeps hi. in chains ..nd irons tor a
period ot 8 Y88r. . The proprietress to P87 tor
the d..mages .

(Signed ) Antonio Mendez .

The Court orders that notice ot the aboye
pet i t i on be .erTed to ure . Fi l ipeaax proprietress
ot the det ndent but s she ooul d not be 100 ted in
Nee Orle B the Court sppointed Sant i Fel ipe
Guin ult a t t orne7 t or the deten e , eho aocepts .

(Signed) I41ro
Li e . Pos tigo
Fe lipe Quinault
P. Padesclawe
Clerk ot Court .

Guinsult alleges that i saleh all s~id

negro .as not en accompli ce i n either or i e but
tried to preyent the murder , and appropriated on17
a tee ob jects ot t he loot, that he had ne .eapons ,
he should be re l eased snd the t rue del inquent. be
tound d punished.

(Si gned) Felipe Guineult .

On 22, the Court rec lIs tor cr oss-
exaa1nation Enrique tzinger, Feder i co Aut ,

6
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DOCUMENT NO. 2464
BOX 58

I File #1768
April 17 , 1790
judge : Gov . Wir o )
C.C : P . Pedesc l aux)
Spanish )
Pages 1 to 47 )

- - - - --)

OFFICI L CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS
INSTITUTED FOR A WEFT, AIID THE

WRIlER OF A NEGRO.

Repor t of Governor Mira , of the f i ndi ng
of the body of a murdered unide nt i f i ed negro , order­
i ng that an i nques t be made about said murder .

Apr il 17 , 1790 .

(Signed) Estevan Mi ro
Lic . Post i go
Pedr o Pedesc l aux,
Cl erk of Court .

Surgeon Robert Dow cer t i f i es t hat the body
of t he murdered ne gro shows cuts about the cheeks
and temples , seemingly produc ed by a sharp i ns trument.
He poi nts out t o a wound in t he t emple wh i ch i s deep
in t he brain causing t he death of sa id negr o.

(Si gned )
"

Robert Dow
Miro
Pos tigo
Pedro Pedesclaux

Enrique Ment z inger , Ad jutant , appeared
and de posed that on t he pr evi ous day t he soldier had
f ound i n t he out skirts of the ci ty the corps e of a
negro; and i n a moat around t he city walls they
also f ound a t runk cont aining t wo bot t l es and a
broken hemmer near the trunk were t wo guns , several



DOCUMEtn # 2464
BOX 58

(Cont ' d .)

sc s t t e r ed paper s , fo ur shi rts , a bo l t of f abric, 8
handkerchi efs , a pair of trousers , and a spyi ng
glass . The corps e and goods were sent t o t he city
i n a car t and the negr o was bur i ed . Deponent was
inf ormed that said negro bel onge d to one called
Deforge .

(Signed) Enrique Ment zinger
Mi r o
Pos ti go
P.Pede sc l aux

Federi co Aut eman , Sergeant of t he
pe rmanent regiment of New Orleans , deposed that
an Engl i shman whos e name he i gnored , came to t he
Treasury to clai m a trunk which had been s t ol en
from him. He s howed a key as eVi d ence , which
f it t ed in the lock 'of sa id trunk . The witness
added , that an I ndian d i r ect ed the sol di ers to a
spot in the woods wher e a negro was hidden , ar­
rested and searched . They f ound on said negro a
s i l ver watch , and severa l other smal l ob jec t s of
no value .

(Signed ) Federi co Autman
Mir o
Post i go
Pedro Pedesclaux ,
Cl erk of Court .

Manuel Perez , 24 yaar s , corporal; J uan
Tarpe 23 years . pr i vate ; John Machery , 26 yea r s ,
t ailor; Alon so Ort iz , 36 year s ; Juan Rodr iguez,
23 years , pr i vate , subst ant iat ed the above
depos i tions .

2
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BOX 58

(Cont inued)

Signed Manuel Perez
J ohn Maohery
Mir o
Poetigo
P .Pedesclaux ,
Cl er k: of Court .

Pedro Deforge de clered that he waS t he
owner of a runaway negro , but not of the alain
one . He ignore s whom it belongs to , or who killed
him.

(Signed) Pierre Deforge
Miro
Postigo
P. Pedesclaux
Cl erk of Court .

Guillermo Smit h, 35 year s , dec l ar es that
a t runk had been stolen f rom him containi ng dr y
goods , wearing apparel , a s ilver watch and other
small persona l articles . He i denti fies everythi ng
exc ept t he silver watch because he had pur chased
one 2 dayS ago and i s not sure t he one s tolen was
of hie ownership . He sugges t s it might belong to
one W. Erwing .

(Si gned) William Benj . Smith
Mi r o
Postigo
P . Ped esclaux
Cl erk of Court .

William Erwing, 44 years , et at es that
the silver wstch does not belong to him.

(Signed 1 Wm . Erwing
!liro
Postigo
P . Ped esclaux

Cl er k of Court

3 )
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DOC~~ NO . 2464
BOX 58

(Cont i nued)

On Apri l 21st . 1790 , the suspected
negro d eclares that he has been a runaway slave
f or the past 3 months , that his name i s J acques , a
car pent er by t rade . native of Carol i na, be l onging
to Mrs . Filipeaux of St .J ames Pari sh on the Coast
of Acadians .

Coming t o New Orl eans i n the rear of
Bel tran Gravier plantat ion , he saw fo ur negroes
armed with guns , one was cal led Domingue , belongi ng
t o Mr . Enoult Livaudais, and t he other cal l ed J orge,
pr ope rty of Juan Bta . MC carty . The othe r s wer e un­
known t o h i m.

The Deponent explained t hat he had spent
the ni ght with a friend called Nero who l ived in
the house of Mr . Mosanto and at da y break he went
into the woods to gat her some moss, He s aw t he
f our negroes again who wer e drinking liquor and
were quar r el i ng ab out t he l oot , Domini que killed
t he unidentified negro , striking h im with a gun .
The de ponent tried to intervene but WaS overpowered
by the other negroes . Domini que then left . fo r ­
get t i ng some of t he loot that was pi cked up by
de ponent , who ques tioned said ne groes as t o the
l ocat i on of t he r obbery but the ne groes refused to
answer .

Final l y the de ponent declar es that the
2 slaves be longing t o Mr . Mosanto named Providencia
and Jorge had s een t he f our negroe s in quest i on.

(S i gned) Miro
Pos tigo
J uan J osef Dufo res t
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court .
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DOCUMENT NO . 2464
BOX 58

(Continued)

Nero, 50 years old, slave of Mr .
Mosanto , declared that the suspect Jacques proper ty
of Mrs. Filipesux di d not sleep in his master ' s house
on the night the theft was committed . He knew the
negro Jacques by sight but WaS not ac quainted with
him .

(Signed) Miro
Pos t Lgo
J uan Josef Dufo rest
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court .

Prudenc i a, negress , 31 years old , slave
of Mr . Mosanto , declared that she does not sleep in
her master 's house but at the hous e of the wi dow
Gary . She is not sure that she knows the suspect
and he r master has no slave cal led Jorge . (Lat er
Mr . Mo sant o himself corroborat es this st at ement).

(Signed) Mi ro
Pos t igo
Juan Josaph
Dufor es t
Ped ro Pede sclaux

Clerk of Court.

The su spect is cros s-examined snd admits
that he has somewhat dev iated f rom the t rut h but
on the main s us t a i ns his former declarat ion .

(Signed ) Mi ro
Postigo
J uan J os eph Dufores t
Pedro Pedesclaux
Cl e rk of Cour t .
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Antonio Mende z , who has been appointed
District Attorney t o pro s ecut e t h i s case, ask s
that the negro defendant be sentenced to r eceive
200 l ashes around t he usual streets of New Orleans,
and t ha t he be returned to hi s mistress, on condi ­
tion that she keeps him in chaina a nd irons for a
per iod of 8 years . The proprietress to pay for
the damages .

(Signed) Ant on io Mende z .

The Court orders t hat notice of the above
pet i t i on be served t o Mrs . Filipeaux proprietress
of the defendant but as ahe could not be located in
New Orleans t he Court appo int ed Santiago Felipe
Guinault attorney for the defense , who accepts .

(Signed) Miro
Lie . Postigo
Felipe Guinault
P . Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court .

Guinault alleges that inasmuch as said
negr o was not an accomplice in either crime but
tried to prevent the murder , and appropriated only
a few objects of t he loot, that he had no weapons,
he should be released and t he true delinquents be
found and puni shed .

(Signed) Fe l i pe Guinault .

On May 22 , the Court recalls f or cross­
examination Enrique Metzinger , Federico Auteman,

6
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Manuel Perez , juan Tarpe , john Mackery, Alonso
Ortiz , juan Rodr i guez , Pierre Deforge , WID . Erwing ,
Negro Ner o , Manuel Mo sant o , 1m. Smith . Each one
confirms his firs t depos it i on .

(Signed) Enrique Ment z i nger
Fedrico Auteman
Manuel Perez
j ohn Mackey
Pierre Deforge
'lim. Erwing
Wm. Smith
Miro
Postigo
P.Pede sclaux,
Clerk of Court .

Governor Miro on circumstancial evidence
condemns the negro suspect to receive one hundred
lashes , and 6 years in pr i son .

(Si gned ) Es tevan Miro
Lic . Juan del Postigo
Pedro Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court .

Governor Mi r o , extrajudiciallY suspended
the above sentence pending t he arrest of t he other
runaway negroes named by J ac ques, whose whereabouts
were more or less known by their masters , who were
on t heir trail.

New Orleans , Oc t . 19, 1790.

(Signed) P . Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court .

Document ends here, and the outcome of

t he Caae is not known .
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CASE OF
DON AUGUSTIN CARSELLES

VS.
DON GABRI EL RUFAT

TO COLLECT PAST DUE WAGES.

Plaintiff petitioned. alleging that defendant
is indebted to him the sum of 200 pesos in arrears
for wages aocrued while in the latter's employ,
and requested the Court to order defendant to ap­
pear and deolare under oat h if said allegation is
true , and to withhold defendant 's passport t o leave
New Orleans until the termination of these proceed­
ings .

The Court granted petitioner's prayers .

The Court Clerk reported that defendant
oalled at his of fice but refused to make deolara­
tion.

(Signed) Pedro Pedesolaux

-Pl a i nt i f f again petitioned that in view of
defondant's disrespeot f or t he l aw t hat he be incar­
cerated until the conolusion of this suit .

The reoord shows that the Court in viww of
the evidenoe submitted by both l itigants, which
tends to pr ove t hat pla intiff was not hired by de­
fendant , but ins tead was wor king under a part ner ­
ship agreement and had failed to render aocount
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whereby a war rant had been issued to the Comman­
der of t he Pointe Coupee Distriot , t o investigat e
and submit to the Court at New Orleans his find­
ings . Wherefore the Court deoreed that this case
be oontinued in said Distriot before said Comman­
der until its oonolusion .

Case is inoomplete and ends with above decree .

J .D./O.
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PETITION OF
FRANCISCO DURCY

TO OBTAIN A COPY OF
THE TESTAMENT OF

DON CARLOS BRAZEAUX.

Later , Mar i a 1J..lisa Alario , widow of Carlos
Br azeaux Jr . , dies , and in October 31, 1793 ,

Franoisoo Duroy Jr . , son of the petitioner,
is he i r to 600 pesos . Ther efore , Duroy, Sr . pe­
t i tions for a writ of execution agains t the Suo­
oession of Br azeaux to obtain payment of the f i r s t
300 pe sos due on the fir st instal~nt , whi ch sum
was paid without any further pr ooeedings , the costs
of Court a:Clounting to 9 pes os 4i reales .

300 pesos two years after Br azeaux ' death,
300 pe sos and 400 pesos , eaoh installment 2 years
apart .

Fr anoisoo Duroy Sr . , of New Orl eans , acting
as ourator of Dona Frano isoa Durcy, his daught er ,
who is one of the heir s of Car los Br azeaux , asks
t o be gi ven a oopy of t he wi l l of said Br a zeaux .

(Signed) Francisoo Durcy
" Felipe Guinault

Brazeaux ' will disoloses that Franoisca Duroy
(alias Fanohonet te ) is to reoeive 1000 pesos as
follows s

File #1812 )
April 17, 1790 )
Judges Estevan )
lUr o )
C. Cs P. Pedes ol aux)
pp. 1 - 83 )
Spanish )

--- - --)
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Fr ano i sco Durcy Sr . again petitions the Court to
obt ain a oopy of her l ast will , als o a oopy of the
contract of marriage passed between her and her
husband .

(Si gned ) Franois oo Durcy, Sr .
" Felipe Guinaul t

Maria Lui sa Alar i c .. names as universal he i r ,
in her will , Jose f Bonneville , her seoond husband ,
who l i ves on a plantation outside of New Orleans ,
and by request of Franoisoo Duroy he is notified
not t o le ave , or in oase he does , t o appoi nt a re­
pre sentative .

As he i r to the succession ·of Br azeaux-Alario ,
Josef Bonneville owas 400 pesos , balanoe due on the
1000 pesos to Franoisoa Durcy, 600 pesos t o Franoisco
Duroy, Jr . and 200 pesos t o petitioner 's wife Frano is­
oa Alar io . Aocording to the oonditions made i n
Brllzeaux ' will , Franoisoa Duroy i s not yet entitled
t o her t hir d installment , but inasmuoh as Br azeaux '
wi fe has died , Durcy as ks t hat the whole amount due
to his daughter , plus t he 200 pes os due to hi s wi f e ,
making a tot a l of 1, 200 pe sos , be pa i d him.

(Si gned) Franoisoo Duroy

The Court decrees that Bonnevil l e must de l iver
to Duroy 1000 pesos , but withhold aotion on the 200
pesos until Dur cy est abli shes his wife 's rights of
inhe ritance .

(Si gned ) Lt . Baron de Caronde­
l et .

" 1lioolas I.la. Vidal .
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Bonneville gr ant s power of Attorney to Josef
de Piernas , and asks pe rmi ss i on to examine the
r eoor ds of t hexe pr ooeedings , he i nf orms the Court
he has no oopy of t he Contract of marriage between
his late wife and her fi r s t husband .

(Signed) Josef Piernas

Durcy petitions for a writ of exeoution against
Bonneville . He informs the Court that there is a
ol ause in the marriage contract of Maria Luisa Alaric
and Carlos Br azeaux, Jr . that in t he event their
marriage would be chi l dl ess , there were 1,600_pesos
(Breaux ' donation) that would be inherited by the
closest bride ' relat i ves l in this case , Francisoa
Alaric , -wi f e of the pet i t i one; , and her two absent
brothers are the l awful heir s .

Furthe rmore , Bonneville ' s property i s most ly
oomprised of slaves who may die before his olaim is
settled I that the suooes sion, exolusive of t he pe ­
titioner 's olaims owes 3, 100 pesos , that , Francisoo
Duroy, Jr . , has a olaim in it fo r six years salary
in arrears l that Bonnev i l l e owes, per sonal l y , ove r
4 ,000 pesos l t here f ore , in order to pr ot eot the in­
terests of his ohildr en , he peti tions that Bonnevil le ' s
property be se ized as it wil l t ake five months to
seouro all the paper s f rom Illinois to j ust i f y Duroy 's
olaim, who prays that his olaim be gi ven preferential
status .

(Signed) Fr anc isoo Durcy

Bonneville admits the legitimaoy of Duroy 's
olaim, but admits having no money to settle said
olaiml he therefore asks to be gi ven one month in
order to pay the 1, 000 pesos fo r an immediate sale



(Signed ) J. Bonneville

(Si gned) Franoisoo Duroy

Page 4

Franoisoo Pasoalis
de la Barre,

Josef Piernas
Pedro Pedesolaux,

Clerk of Court .

"
"

(Signed)

(Signed) Franoisoo .Dur ay

(Si gned) Josef Piernas

DOC . #2467

~onnevi l le informs the Court that Luis de
I.laoar ty wis he s to purohase t he pllUltation, pay
Dur oy and assume the responsibility of the other
:Legatees .

Duroy pet i t ions that the pl ant at i on be ap­
praised and sold; he also oalls the attention of
the Court that Brazeaux had pl edged t he plantation
to guarant y t he sum bequeathed , therefore he pr ays
t hat the Court pr ot eot the absent heirs by appOi nt ­
ing an attorney for t hem.

The Court then seizes a plantat i on l ooated
between the properties of Yme. Fouoher and Lorenzo
Sigur , where defendant resides .

Duroy refuses the above pr oposit i on , alleging
that the defendan t is too muoh indebted , he there­
f ore pet i t i ons t hat t he seizure be oarried out at
onC8 0

woul d oause him a gr eat l os s; as guaranty Bonnevil l e
offers four s l aves of his ownership .
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The Court aooepts Bonnevi l l e ' s proposal to
sell the plantat ion t o Luis Maoarty, pr ov i ded he
is wi l ling t o pay Breaux ' legatee s , and of'f'ers
said pr operty as seourity i n the f'ulf'1 l lment of'
his promise .

(Signed) Franoisoo Duroy

(Signed) Franoois Pasoalis
Labarre , f'ile .

The Court gr ant ed the pet i t i on and ordered
that the oosts of the pr ooeedi ngs be pa i d by
Josef' Bonneville , amounting to 92 pesos 6 r ea l e s.
New Orleans . February 17, 1794 .

Lt . Bar on de
Carondelet
Ni oolas M. Vidal"

(Signed)

On may 14, 1794, Benito de Ste . Claire , Sr .
re sident of' Attakapas . one of the absent legatees
of Carlos Br azeaux. Jr . , pet i tions to oolleot f'ram
the Suooession of Mari a Luisa Alario , wif'e of' said
Br azdeaux, the sum of' 500 pesos .

Duroy aooept s above prop osal , but oalls the
attention of' t he Court to t he f'aot t hat Bonnevi l l e
h withholding the oontraot of' marriage between
Brazeaux and his wif'e . He olaims said dooument
shows that petit i oner ' s wife and in -laws are ent i t l ed
to reoeive 1,600 pesos aooording t o Brazeaux' wi shes ,
there f'ore bef'ore pass ing t he sale »aoar;ty Il1UB t guaran­
t y by mortgage on said pr oper t y to pay t hi s sum,
whioh olaims he will establish by the r eoeipt of'
doouments f'rom Blaok Islands .
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Jo sef Bonnevi l l e , heir t o t he Suoces s ion of
Mar i a l.u.is .. Alar i c , approves St. Clair 's claim and
as ks that Don Luis Kaoart y pay as agreed when he
purohased the proper ty of sai d suocess i on.

(Signed) J oseph Bonnevi l l e

Don Luis Maoar ty set tled the olaim. and obtained
reoeipt as f ol l ows .

Franoisoo and Franoisoa Duroy, 1000 pesos;
Beni to Ste . Cl..ire , Jr . 500 pesos l Jose f , Franoisca
and Luis Brazeaux .. 2000 pesos ) Juan Baut i st a and
Basilio Alaric , 450 pesos l Josef Bonnevi l l e , he i r
of his wi f e , Mari.. Luisa Alario , 150 pes os , the
above settlement .. lifted the mortgage on Luis Mao&rty ' s
property.

The Court costs paid by Josef Bonnevi l l e
amounted to 23 pesos .

26/0
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(Signed) Antonio Mende z
Joseph Me.lige

CESSI on OF PROPERTY
MADE BY

JOSEPH VALIGE
TO HIS CREDITORS.

Joseph Me.lige, a resident of the Post of
Nat ohi t oohes at present inoaroerated in t he Publ i o
Jail of New Orleans , by virtue of the Exeoutive
prooeedings i ns t i t ut ed against him by Don Louis
Delalande Dapremont t o oolleot a paet due debt , pe­
t itioned t he Court stating t hat he is unable to pay
his debts and had requeeted his oreditors to grant
him an extene ion of two yeare whioh t hey r efu sed,
wherefore petitioner oeeded all hie propert y in I
favor of hie oreditors and requested that he be re- i
leaeed from inoaroeration, and stated that his assets
amounted to 3,021 peeoe and hie total indebtedness
amounted to 2,631.

The reoord shows t hat all hie oreditors were
notified to appear i n Court to pr eeent t heir olaims
and that Don Louie Delalande Dapramont , petitioned
t he Court to r elease the said Malige and to issue
warrant instruoting Don Louis Ul Blano . Oommandar' of
Natohitoohes , to sell all of Mal ige 1s property , and
remit the pr ooeeds t o thi s City t o be p1aoed at the
disposal of t his Court.

(Signed) Delalande Dapumont

File * 1904
April 17 , 1790
Judge I Estevan
}Ur o

)
)
)
)

C. Cs Pedeso1aux)
pp. 1 to 110 )
Spanish )

-----)
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The Court grantod petitioner 's prayer in its
entirety.

(Signed) Miro

Malige again pet it i oned the Court , r equest i ng
a debt moratorium of two years , in order to pay his
oredi t or s based on the fact that his assets are
greater than his liabi l i t i e s and that he is the so l e
support of a wife and six ohildren.

(Signed) Joseph Ualige
Antonio Mende z.

The following undersinged creditors , in view
of the above f aots , petitioned the Court stating
that they were satisfi ed to grant Yalige the two
years debt moratorium whioh he r e quest ed.

(Signed) Vivant Ducl at and Loulie Co
Del alande Dapremont
Veoente Gonzales
Fr anciso o Ga l ebert
Pierre Sauve ,
Test amentary executor ,
for Pi er r e Bidou Hugar t .

An i t emized aocount was fu rnished to the Court
by eaoh oredit or showing the extent of their claim
agains t Malige . The a ppraisa l of t he Court oost to
register and inoorpor ate each individual account a­
mounted to 23 pesos , 2 reales to be paid by above
mentioned oreditors .

The r eoord shows that the oost of these prooeed­
ings were appraised at 41 pesos 7 real es t o be paid by
Mal ige .

24(a )
O.



Ch . Lor ty
Mark of T. Renne Brous sard
A. Dubroqua
Jh . Sauvage

I promise to pay to Mr . Pierre Kiot on the sum
of 200 pesos ba1anoe due for t he prioe of a negro
that I have bought from said Sieur . I agreed to
pay said amount in the presenoe of a witness to pay
ae follows !

DON PEDRO MI OTON
VS.

RENNE BROUSSARD
I N ORDER TO COLLECT A DEBT .

DOCUMENT #2469
BOX 58

Wlthin three months I will pay one hundred
dollars and three months later I will pay t he
balanoe due of one hundred dollars , making t otal
amount of two hundred pai d in full . As I do not
know how to sign I make a oross in thll presenoe
of these witnesses l

Don Pedro Mioton, resident of New Orleans ,
pet it i oned t he Court , alleging that as evidenoed
by t he pr omis sor y note he duly pr esent s , defendant
Don Renne Broussard , a resident of Post of Attaoapas
owes him the sum or 200 pesos and as he is indebted
to the Royal Treasurer for a larger amount , he begs
the Court to issue a writ of attaohment t o Don Juan
Lavi11ePeauve , new Commander of t he Post of Attaoapas

EXJII BIT I

File #1905 )
April 17, 1790 )
Judge s Mi r o )
C.Cs Pedro )
Pedeso1aux )
Spanish & Frenoh)
pp . 1 - 4 )

- - - - -)
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in order t o oompel Don Br oussard to pay the sum
olai med by the pl aint i ff and send same t o this
Court ,as par t of payment t o the Royal Treasurer .

(Signed) Pedro Miot on.

The Court t ake s oognizanoe of the pr esentat i on
of t he said promi ssory note and i ssue s t he warrant
requested by the pl aintiff whioh toget her wit h the
promi s sor y note are f orwarded to said Commander of
same Post , instruoting him to oolleot f r om Don Renne
Broussard the sum olaimed by the plainti ff , plus t he
oost of Court , whioh amounted to 5 pesos and 4 reales.

23(a )/ O.

(Signed)
"

Mi r o
Pos t igo .
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The Court in view of t he evidence prssented
or dered Don Nicolas Delisle to appear and depose
as requested by pet i t i oner and or der ed the issuance
of a warrant ad dr essed to the Commander of the Distriot

Promissory note payab l e to bearer on demand,
s i gned at New Orleans, January 2, 1789, by Nicol as
Delisle and the mark of his wife !lIarie Demarre
Delisle , witnessed by Fr . Augustin Lamarre, for the
sum of 65 piastres .

CASE OF

DON FRANCISCO FI TY
VS.

DON NI COLAS DELISLE.

Therefore petitioner prayed the Court ~o order
the said Delisle who is now in this City to verify
his signature and aoknowledge the said debt , and to
order the issuanoe of a warrant attaohing copy of
t his pet i t i on and its de oree addressed t o the Com­
mander of Terre-aux-boeufs , in the District of St .
Bernard , requesting Madame !lIarie De!llarre Delisel ,
who is a r e s i dent of said place , tc verify her mark
and acknowledge the said debt .

Plaintiff , r es i dent of New Orlean s t hrough
Don Antonio Mende z, his agent , petitioned the Court ,
al l egi ng that as evidenoed by the promissory note
duly pr esent e d, defendant is i ndebted t o plaintiff
fo r the past due sum of 65 p.sos.

EXIIIBIT .

File *1999 )
April 17 , 1790 )
Judge . Gov. Miro )
C.C . P. Pedesclaux )
p.p . 1 - 4 . )
Spanish )

-------)
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of St . Bernard ordering him to summon the said
Madame Delisle to do likewise .

(Signed) Miro
" Postigo

At New Orleans , on April 26, 1790 , before
the present Court Clerk , a ppeared Don Nioolas
Delisle , 52 years old, who deposed that due to
his impairment of vision he oould not reoognize
the said signature affixed at the foot of said
note , but aoknowledged owing the said sum.

(Signed) N. Delisle

Signed before me .
(Signed) Pedro Pedesolaux

The oase ends here and doe. not show the final
outoome of these pro oeedings .

J .D/O.



File 1178 )
April 18 , 1790)
J"udge: Gov. )
)£iro )

C.C :Perdomo )
Pages 1 t o 78 )
Spanish and )
French )

)

DOCUMENT NO . 2453
BOX 58

CASE OF
DON FRANCOIS MELIZET

VS
DON J"AC~ES (SANTIAGO) MI CHEL

TO COLLECT PAST DUE DEBT

Plaintiff , a wetchmaker and resident of
New Orleans petitioned the Court alleging that
defendant is indebt ed t o him for the past due sum
of 273 pesos , evi denced by a board bill and a not e
endor s ed by defendant , therefore he prayed the Cour t
to order defendant to declare under oath if he is
indebt ed for the said sum.

(S i gned ) F. Melizet

On Apri l 9 ,1790, bef or e t he present
Cour t Cl erk appeared Don J"acques Michel , 40 yea rs ol d ,
resident of New Orleans who depoaed that he did not
recognize the said board bi ll, but acknowledged hav­
ing endoraed a note of Don Pedro La Salle i n f avor
of plaintiff .

The record shows that aft er a lengt hy
litigation and presentation of nume rous witnesses
for each l i t i gant the Court decreed that defendant
must pay to plaintiff the sum of 378 pesos and 3
reales as follows:

30 pesos for board and ro om fo r one
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month and a half , 2 pesos , paid by plaintiff to
obtain defendant's release from jail , 6 pesoe for
a gold locket which defendant confessed having in
his pos s ession , 34 pesos for payment of a note en­
dor sed by defendant and paid by plaintiff in f avo r
of Mr. Melizett, 16 pesos for payment of another
note in favor of the widow Blanchard , as evidenc ed
in these proceedi ngs , 287 pesos and 3 reales for
the payment of a note by plaintiff to Pierre La
Salle and which was endorsed by defendant end which
plaintiff was ordered to return to defendant in
order t hat the latter may collec t above SQID and
t hat the cost of cour t be appraised and be paid
on a fi ft~fifty basis by both litigants in addi­
tion to 72 r ea l ee fo r signature f ees.

(Signed)

"
Estevan Miro
Attorney Juan de l
Postigo

2

On Aug. 14 , 1790, Don Louis Liotau,
official Court Appraiser, by virtue of proceding
decree appraised the court cost and signa t ur e
fees of pro ceedi ngs , whi c h amount ed to 22 pesos
4 reales .

End of Proceedings.

DeMIr



(Signed) Oe.bri al Fonvergne.

Mes sr s . Francisco Badillo, Tomas Doudon, and
Juan Lacoste were the e%perts appointed by the Court
to proc eed ss petitioned.

(Signed ) in Navarro
Ratael Perdomo

Clerk: ot Court

COPY OF THE PROCEmINGS
INSTITOTED BY
PABLO S!XlOND

VB
-.n..."..,

Gabrial Fonvergne, captain and owner ot the
frigate "Navarro" alleges that whil e loading mer­
chandille at Guarico (Sto . Domingo ) a certain lot ot
the cargo wa s caught i n the rain, and that the pack­
ages were apparently in good condition betore they
were placed in the hold, but when the shipment ar­
rived in New Orleans it was tound damaged. He claims
that the damage resulted trom the rain, not by the
condition ot his ship or taulty storing. Theretore
in order to avoid responsibility tor said damages he
prays the Court to appoint several e%perts who wi ll
inspect the boat and the merohandise in que s t i on ,
aDd report their tindings .

File #100
April 20, 1790
Judges: Estevan II1ro

Jlarti n Navarro
C. C.: Batael PerdOllIl
PP. 1 to 320
Spanish

)
)
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) GABRIEL l'Ofl vERGNE TO COL-
1Ll!XlT DAMAGES IN CERTAIN
I BUN!lLES OF DRY cocos
1 IIIlOOOHT FROM GUARICO TO
) NEW ORLElNS IN THE FRIGATE

_________) "NA.VARRO."
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Atter inspecting the holds of tba frigate
"Navarro" the experts reported said holds to be in
perfect contition, and the dmnages to the merchandise
Were -oaused by water, before the goods were admitted
on board, and not 1Ih1le in transit.

(Signed) Franoisco de Sales
Badillo

Juan Labatut
F. Doudon
Rafael Perdomo

Cle1'lt of Court.

Julian Vienne and Carlos R. Hamelin, business
assooiates , alleged that aocording to the bill of
lading, Captain Fonvergne had agreed to bring fran
sto. Domingo a lot of merchandise consigned to them
in good condition, as said merchandise were completely
damaged they refused to aocept it and prayed the Court
to store it in the oustom house in order that a body
of experts may inspect it and give a report of their
investigations •

(Signed) Vienne & Hamelin

The Court appointed Pedro St. Yartin and Fran­
oisoo Durel as petitioned and gave permission to
Gabriel Fonvergne, Illllster of the vessel, to appoint
other experts if he so desired .

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Rafael Perdomo

Cle1'lt of Court.

The experts reported a loss of about 30 reales
in 12 bolts of cloth and an average loss of lB.~ in
27 bolts of oloth. They stated that the damage to
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said merchandise 1I8S not due to the oondition o~

the ship.

3

(Signed) St. llartin
Durel
Rafael Perdomo

Clene o~ Court.

Gabriel Dussen, merchant o~ New Orleans, also
oomplains about the oondition in whioh the merchandise
8S brought to him by Gabriel :ronvergne's ship. He
re~es the goods oonsigned to him, BDd prays the
Court to appoint experts Who will examine his ship..
ment at the Custom. House.

(Signed) Dusser

The Court again appoints Pranoisoo Durel and
Pedro St. Martin to inspeot Dusser's shipment. They
report a loss o~ l5~ damages in 6 bolts o~ oloth,
adding that the damage was not due to the oondition
ot the sb1p .

(Signed) St. Martin
Durel

Pablo Segond, merchant ot New Orleans, ~lled

an ~~idavit deolaring damages o~ e shipment o~ goods
oonsigned to him, brought ~ Sto. Domingo on the
"Navarro.. He r~ed the merchandise whioh he len
to the responsibility ot Gabriel Fonvergne, master
o~ said vessel.

(Signed) Pablo Segom
Rafael Perdomo

Clerk o~ Court

Pablo Segom alleges that Captain l!'onvergne
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Pablo Segond allegas that Captain Fonvergne de­
olined any responsibility on the damages done to his
shipment of dry goods. In order to prevent rurther
losses he petitioned that said merohandise be sold
at public auotion for the account of the insuranoe
company in France and that petitioner be given the
prooeeds of the sale, and let said petitioner act
as agent of the insurance company to sue the oarrier
for damages. He further requests the appointment of
two appraisers.

(Signed) Pablo Segond

By appoiniment of the Court Francisco Durel
and Pedro St. Jiartin appraised two bundles of damaged
dry goods at 700 pesos.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lie. Serrano
Rafael Perdolm

Olen: or Oourt.

The Court grants the auotion sale or Segond's
dsmaged merohandise, the proceeds to be delivered
to him.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lie. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo

Clerk of Court.

Pedro ;rordan purohased both b\D1d1es of damaged
dry goods for 900 pesos.

Pablo Seg,nd, acting in behalf of the insuranoe
company, petitioned that Gabriel Fonvergne, Master
of the "Navarro,· be asked to idB:1tity his signature
appended at ths foot of the bill of lading hs pre­
sented.
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(Signed) Pablo Se!pnd.

Gabriel Fonvergne deposed tbat the signature
appended at the root or the bill or lading is his.
Re brought to the attention or the Court that Sespnd
had obtained the bill or lading as a speoial ravor
in order to be able to withdraw the goods tram the
warehouse because he (SegODd) bad railed to reoeive
the shipping doolllll8llts on time, adding tbat said bill
or lading bad to be submitted to the oarrier beoause
the consignee already seoured the shipment, thererore
he prayed that the Court return him the bill or lading
With Pablo SeeJOnd' s signature wr1 tten on the reverse
side as reoeipt ror the shipment in question.

(Signed) G. P'onvergne
Rarael Perdomo

Clerk or Court.

The Court granted the above petition, and the
oosts or Court amounted to 44 pesos.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lie. Serrano
Rabel PerdollD

Clerk or Court.

------------------
Pablo Segond in his bebal1' and ror accourrt or

the insuraDOe ClOIIIPany that oovered his damaged ship­
maut, riled suit against Fonvergne, ship owner, al­
leging that the derendant should not bave aooepted
said merchandise on his ship berore knowing the con­
dition or the !pods inside the bundles whioh said
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defendant deolared had been oaught in the rain while
being loaded on board. The d!lll8g& resulted from the
heat and prolonged storage inside the hold of the
ship during the trip tran Sio . Domingo to New Orleans.
The inoident should haTe been reported to the ship..
pers before stoWing the goods on board. Therefore.
he f i l ed a ol a im against defendant for 3 .356 pesos.
whi oh inoluded the Court oosts, damages , plus oost
of TalUS and prot1 t of marohandise . He also peti­
tioned that l!'olIVergns' s ship be seized in order to
guaranty payment of his ol a im .

(Signed) Pablo Segond
Mathias llpuente.

-----------------
Ths defendant presented a list of questions

whioh he petitionsd the plaintiff to reply as follows:

1st . State if in the bill of l ad ing the oarrie r had
stipula ted t hat he "Will pay or ool1eo t damages."

2nd. State if the entire oonsignmant is oovered by
one or several insuranoe oanpBDies .

3rd . State if the damaged bundl e s are oovered by one
insuranoe oompany and the undmnaged ones by the same
or different oompany .

4th. State it defendant has a oopy of the insurance
pol1oy .

5th. state whet olassitication of damage his policy
covers , ·ordinary" or • gross. •

(Signed) Gabriel Fonver gne

To the first question, the plaintiff deolared
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that the detendaat obligated h imself t o deliver the
merchandise i n good oondition, as he had reoeived
it , theretore the detendant should pay tor damages .

2nd, Deolared that he doas not know how many in­
suranoe oompanies covered his shiJllDl'l1t.

3m. Deolared that he does not know the details
oover ed by the insuranoe company,

4th. Deolaras t hat he has no oopy ot said polioy.

5th. Deolares that he is unable to 8Jl81fer that
question but that detendant is responsible tor the
damage done to his consignment.

(Signed) Pablo Segond.

Fonvergne aocuses the plaintitt ot oreating
imaginary laws. Aooording to a olause i n t he b i ll
ot lading the carrier ignores the contents ot the
bundles. Therefore, he is not oompelled to in­
vestigate wh ether or not said contents are d!lllRged,
and it t here are damages, he Will not pay tor them
in the present case, the damage was not oaused on
board of the ship , but whUe the merchandise was
t ransported in lighters from the dock t o detendant' s
ship, tor and by shipper's account, and it is not
oustomary tor oaptains or ship owners to defray suoh
expenses . He olaimed that aooidents or tailure of
the ships or lighters resulting in damage to the
oargo should be compensated by the insurance company
not by oarriers. The detendant also contends that
he did not stow 1llInediately t he lot ot merchandise
Whioh 1'IllS oaught in the rain, but that it held it
tor a whole day outside until the breezes 'bad -dried
it thoroughly, and merchandi s e did not show outside
signs ot damages. Furtherm:lre, oaptains and ship
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owners are not required by law to regulate the
load1Ilg and unloading ot oargo depending on weather
oonditions, the shippers and l1ghtermtm are the ones
oonoerned about the weather, and in ease ot rain
they should be prepared to proteot their shipnants
and inspeot them it they suspeot any damage done by
water; it may also be possible that the bundles in
question had not been damaged by the rain in sto.
Domingo but by salt water 1ihen they were brought
tram Franoe to that island tor transhipment to New
New Orleanll.

The detendant stated that plaintitt 6%aggerated
the damage done to merchandise, and that the olaims
made by plaint itt uld not be oonsidered by ~he in­
suranoe 0<lIIlPll11Y.

In answer to the plaintitt's petition to have
detendant'll trigate seized liS guaranty tor merchandise
delivered in aooordanoe With the olauses in the bill
ot lading, the detendant alleges that inasmuoh as the
.plaintitt has received hill oonsignment, he has no
olaim on the ship sinoe detendant pledges his ship
to guaranty the delivery ot the merchandise he re­
oeives in trust, not aa security tor damage done.
J'inally, the detendant asked by what autbority the
plaintitt represented the insurance company when he
was unable to produce even the polioy ot the shipment
whioh motinted this olaim.

(Signed) Gabriel J'onvergne.

----------------------
The plaint itt setting aside the above oontentions

insisted that the oaptain should have reported to the
proper autborit1es the inoident about the rain, nthin
24 hours ot his arrival in port betore opening the
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holds of his ship, by so doing he would have enabled
the shippers to file a olaim with the insurance
oompauy for any damages, while by omitting said
fo:cnallty he prevented the plaintiff tram availing
himself of suoh reoourse . Finally, the plaintiff
alleges that it is tha praotioe in Santo DomiII€P to
l et oaptains and owners pay lighterage oharges and
be responsib1a for whatever happens to the mer­
ohandi s e on these barges or lighters , or t h e lighter­
men should answer to the oaptain for failing t o duly
proteot said merohandise , furthermore , the defemant
is aocused of conoealing the d9JIBge and stowing away
the shipment in a hurry lest the shipper may delay
t he sailing by demanding a compensation, inasmuch as
t he insuranoe oompany will not pay for damages ooce­
s i oned by the rain to merohandise transported on
light ers , for oapt a ins and lightermen a11ke must
have tarpaulins ready at hand to proteot t he goods
from tbe rain. Ths plaintiff also petitions that
the defendant be prevented from leaVing port until
he has settled the damages , and also deolar ed that
he would not accept any other bond , but the d efend­
ant's ship.

(Signed) Pablo Segond .

-------------------------
The Court granted tha above petition.

(Signed) lolartin Navarro
Lio . Serrano
Rafael PerdOllD

Cl erk of Court .

----------------------------



10
DOOtM:Nr NO . 2471

BOX 58
(Cont 'd.)

J'onvergne denies that oaptaiDs and owners at
Santo Domingo must reoeive the oargo at the dooks
and take it in lighters to their ships, at their risk.
He did not make any report Within 24 hours ot his ar­
rival in port, betore the proper authorities because
there 1IaS no reason tor suoh prooedure since the ship
had not bean battered by rough eeas which may have
caused dlllllages to the oargo, however as soon as he
discoTered some dlllll!!ges he had takan the proper steps
to report them. He aooepted the shipment in question
because there were no outside signs ot deterioration.
To the oontention that the insuranoe company Will re­
ruse to pay tor the damages beoause rain caused them,
the deten ant answers thet this is an "ordinary"
damage Which , aooording to law , must be compensated
by agreement between the i nsuranc e an the insured,
but the insured oan not give up part ot the insured
lot as the plaintUt did , but must abandon the entire
l ot aDd not part ot i t as did the insured. The de­
t endant ol os ed by asking the Court to Withdraw t he
order ot s eizure ot his frigate , and requested t hat
the judgment be given.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne .

The Court orders the litigants to present whatever
they deem neoessary.

(Signed) Yartin Navarro
Lio . Serrano
Ratael PerdOllD

Clark: ot Court .

--------------------------------
The plaintitt asks that the Chat:iler ot COIIIIl8rce

ot Santo Domingo deolare by letter it it is oustomary
in the port ot Guarico that the oaptains and owners
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er ships transport in lighters at their own risk the
oargo tran shore to the vessels and that said oap­
tains and shipowners are to pay' tor any dmmges that
may ocour to the oargo while it is transported in said
lighters . He also petitions that the Court aocept the
deposition ot witnes s es he Will intl'Oduoe, who 1fill
deolare it the phrase "ignore the oontents" written
i n the bill ot lading allows oaptains and shipowners
to deliver damaged oargo when they scknowledge to have
received the shipmmt in good oondition when shiJll181lts
have been oaught in the rain while in lighters, it
ospt a i ne aocept them Without notitying the shippers
and by this tailure deprive the shippers ot their
olaim With the insuranoe companies, rurthermore , it
when arriving in port, the oap t ain and two otfioers
should not report 1fithin 24 hours to the proper
authoritie tor any irregularity that may be to1mi
betore opening the holds.

(Signed) Pablo Segond

By consent ot the Court, Felix Mather deolared
t hat the phrase "it is deolared to be - and ignore
the contents" written in the bills ot lading re­
lieves the captains and owners ot vessels ot their
responsibility in the quality ot the oontents ot
bUlld1es and Clontainers. but does not excuse them to
pay tor dmmges . In OuariClO it is Clustomary tor
Clsptains tCl reCleive the cargo from shore am assume
responsibility theretrom and they are held respon­
sible tor damages although lightermen must answer
to said osptains tor any damages. In case ot damages
produCled by the rain, the Clsptain must notify the
shippers , otha1"llise he is responsible tor said d8llllges
becauee the shippers lose their olaim With the in­
suranCle Clompanies, tinally the 1fitness deolared that
Clapt ai ns should report any irregularity, rough seas
or othe1"llise to the proper authorities within 24 hours
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of his arr1TlIJ., before opening the holds.

Firteen Witnesses for the plaintiff confirmed
in part or in whol e the deol aration given by the
first wit nes •

Gabrial Fonvergne pe t i tions the Court to aoaspt
the testinDny of several. wi tne s s es lIbo wi ll testify
as follows:

1st. Whether or not oaptBins and IDBSters of vessels
take cargo at their risks at the doom or seashore.

2nd. It oaptains or masters at Ouarioo or any other
ports rent lighters to take the oargo from shore to
their vessels.

3rd. It any damages 1Ibi oh may result to the oargo
While being transported in sai d lighters are to be
paid by the oaptains and ahipowner s .

4th. In case oaptains or shipowners should transfer
their own oargo in lighters rented for t heir own use
and wish to aooollDdst e some shipper by taking his
osrgo together Wit h theirs in one of those rented
lighters and that the oargo should sutfer any damage
if said oaptains or masters would be UDder obligation
to said shipper.

5th. Whenever a oase has been in dispute in New
Orleans involTing damage to oargoes did the arbi­
trators deoide that d8lllBges Should be paid?

~h. State whet her it is true that aooording to law
if oaptains do not wool l eot W for damages, they oannot
be asad to pay f or them, even though suoh damages
OClour. {In some oases it wa s oustomary that oaptains
and shipowners oharge an additional per oent age based
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on t he freight amount whioh s erved to oompensate
shippers t or any small damages sUBtained und er oer_
t a in oond1tions, in whiOO case it was d eolared in
the bill 01' l ading as "wi ll pay and oolleot tor
damages.")

(Signed) G. Fonvergne.

!farti n Rob i n , first Witness introduoed, de­
olared t hat a t Quari oo it was oustomary not t o hold
oaptains and mas t ers responsible tor the s afety 01'
the oargo brought by lighters until s aid oargo is on
board 01' their own vessels.

2nd. That oaptains and mas t er s are never und er the
obligation to pay t he expenses of lighterage servioe.

3rd. That shippers send t heir goods on the lighters
at their 01lll risk.

4th. Shippers always assume any risks.

5th. Captains do not pay any damages wh en they do
not "oolleot" tor compensation .

Twent y- f our merchants or oaptains, witnesses for
the defendant, oonfirmed more or less the statements
01' t he first Wi t nes s .

------------- --------

The defendant petitions the Court that h e dis­
regard t he reply 01' t he Dominioan Chamber 01' COIlIII8rce
inasmuoh as it i s oomposed 01' merchant s who are par­
tial t o their interests, and biased to toreign views,
Segond deman ds are based on toreign laws whioh he is
trying to impose on this Spanish oolony. Finally he
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alleges that he is ready to sail and the delay is
causing him additional loss.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvargne.

The Court grants the above petition.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rarael Perdomo

Clerk: or Court.

The derendant petitions that J"oseph de Villa­
baso, Oolleotor General or Royal Revenue, ror
Louisiana certiry at what period or the unloading
the damage to tile goods was discovered.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

By instructions rrom the Court J"oser de Villa­
vaso certi:ries that the damages to a lot or mer­
chandise brought cn the rrigate "Navarro" were
discoTared during the customs inspection when the
bundles wer e opened.

(Signed) J"osef de Villavasa

A1'ter the period in 1Illich to bring the evidence
was closed , the plaintUf answered all the counter
charges and allegations or the defendant, basing
his argument on t wo points:

1st . That defendant knew thet the shipment had
been dam8ged by wat er , alld had railed to notify the

shipper at Sant o Domingo or the proper authorities
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in New Orleans.

2nd. That defeooant had no reason to aooept wet
merohandise and signed that it was in good con­
dition to deliver it damaged.

(Signed) Pablo Segond.

Defendant petitions that plaintiff pay the
freight he had failed to pay, plus Court costs,
damages for delays and loss . Besides, he repeats
the same denialS and allegations, sustains his ab­
senoe of responsibility.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne .

Deoision of the Court . The Court deoided that
Cabriel J'onvergne , defendant , had established his
points and exonerated himself' from paying the plain­
tiff for any damages , he was ordered t o pay 11 pesos
6 reales of Court costa . The plaintiff was deolared
non-suited and was ordared t o pay the l arger COst
248 pesos 5 reales.

(Signed) Estevan Mira
Lio. Manuel Se=ano
Rafael PerdollO

Clerk of Court .

The plaintUf appeals the ea s e t o the higher
court, The Royal & Suprema Counoil of Indies.

-------------------
Arter the case was tried the plaintUr reoe i ved

a letter fram urbino ~osef Bertin of Santo Domingo,
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his agent and the shipper ot the goods, whioh IlDti­
vated these prooeedings, alBo a letter ot the Chamber
ot OolImeroe ot Guarioo, 'lIhioh letter he asked the
Court to translate and join to the reoords in the
oase to be sent to the higner oourt. The letters
duly oertified disolose the t the detendant did rent
the lighter at Quarioo and that, aooording to the
oustoms ot said port, the detemant was responsible
tor the damage , or had to exaot them trom the
lightermen it said damages were oaused by their ne­
glect.

'lhe King aocepted the appeal ot Pablo Segond's
am the case ended here.

NOTE: The reoords ot these prooeedings are copy
ot the originals whioh Were sent by the Court ot New
Orleans to the Royal Supreme Counoil ot Indies.

26/1-
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Apr i l 21, 1790 )
Judge s )
Gov. Mi r o )
C.C. R. Perdomo)
pp. 1-14 )
French &Spani sh )
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DOC . # 2472
BOX 58

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY DON
HONORATO FORTIER, CAPTAIN OF THE
FRIGATE "LA VICTOIRE" AS LEGAL
AGENT FOR FERDINAND PETI T PIERRE,
OF NANTES, FRANCE .

VERSUS
JEAN ELEANOR ARNAUD, JR . , MERCHANT
AND RESIDENT OF NEW ORLEANS FOO THE
COLLECTION OF A CERTAIN S1J),! VALUE

OF MERCHANDISE.

Plaintiff , duly pr esent ed hi s power of att orney,
and three promissory note s s i gned by def endant in
favor of his pr i ncipa l amounting t o 3, 177 pesos , 3
realea .

Wheref ore , he pr ayed t he Court t o order defendant
to identify his signatures at t he f oot of said note
and to declare i f he i s indebt ed for the said sum.

(Signed) Honorato For t ier .

The Court or der ed Don Juan Joseph Duforest ,
of fioial Court Tr anslator , to translate fr om Fre nch
into Spani sh the dooumentary evidence pr esent ed , which
was duly exeouted, and the present Court Clerk to ac ­
cept the deposition of defendant .

(Signed) Miro
, Postigo .

In t he City of New Orl eans be f ore t he pr esent
Court Clerk, defendant deposed that he was 35 years
old , identified t he s i gnature in question as hi s own,
and acknowle dged owing the said debt .
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Plaintiff , petitioned re quest ing the Court ,
t hat in view of defendant 's depos ition to order
a writ of exeoution against his pr oper t i e s and that
the movable pr oper ty be plaoed in the oustody of the
General Reoeiver .

The Court gr ant ed pet i t i oner ' s pr ayer s in their
ent iret y .

The prooeedings end here , t he final outoome
of the oase is not shown, and the Court oost not
mentioned.

Jjo.
O.



(Sl,gne dl Alexandro Baure

(Sl,gned) De Ch.' t ega

Ger onimo Le Chiapella end Franco Lengloise , bo th
acm0l'11e dged tile si8nature at foot of said promissory
note as tile one used by Juan Lafit Cadet .

CASE OF
DC!i ALEXAN.iliO BAIlRE

W.
iRE SUCCESSION OF roN JUAN
LAFIT CAlET.

DOCUMENT NO. 2Il.73
BOX 58

File # 2058 I
April 21, 17 901
Judge : J osef )
De Ch.'tega )
C. Co: Pedro I
Pedeecl a ux I
Spanisll I
pp. 1 to 11 1

)

--- - --..;)

(Signed) Geronimo Le Chiapella

Fran oo Langl oi s e
Pedro Pedesclaux

Don Al exandro Baur,§, resident of New Or leans ,
petit i ons tile Court alleg~ tIlat as evidenced by
tile promis eory note he duly presents tile succession
of tile deceased Juen Lafi t Cadet is indebted t o Ilim
for tile sum of 640 pesos , 4 reales , wherefore he begs
tile Court to or der t ile Testwoontary Executor Geronimo
La Clliape11a to satisfy Ilis cl aim witil tile revenue of
sa i d successi on end tIlat he will acknOWl edge t ile cor­
rect r eceipt.

Tile Court orders tile Tes tamentary Executor of
t ile succession of Juan Lefit end Don Frenco LWlf'l ois ,
brotiler-in- law , of lhe deceased to a cmowledge tile
signa ture at lhe foot of tile s aid note, end ver ify
tile account .
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Don Santiago Felipe QUinault , Attorney for the
absent he irs of the decea s ed Juan Lafit, de clare to
t he Court that Don !laure havi~ received t wo young
negro as , to cover t he value of 400 pesos , that he
will not obj ect to the psymant of the ba Iano e of hi s
account 204 pesos 4 r eale s am he recommended the
pe:y!OOnt of said balance of 204 pesos 4 reales to the
succession of the deceased.

(Signed ) Fel ipe QUinaul t .

!alen Don Alexandro Baure petitions the Court and
states that the suc cession 19 indebted to him far the
sum of 204 pesos 4 r eal es and that same be paid f rom
the proceedings of said succession .

(Signed) exandro Baure.

!ale Cour t or ders Don Geronimo La Chiape11a , the
Testamentary Exeaut or of the success i on, to· pay t he
claim of Al exandre Baure .

(Signed) Jos ef De Ortega.

on Augus t 11, 1790.

Don Alexandro Baure informs the Court that he has
received fr om Don Geronimo La Chiapalla the sum of 204
pesos 4 rea1a s as ordered in th e previous decree in t he
presence of the following wi t ne ssesl

Santiago Lemaire
Thomas GarC ia (Signed) Alexandre !laure .

The co t of Court unted to 12 pesos 5 reales.

23(a) /J-



(Signed) Don Juan Ventura Mor ale.

DOCULIENT #2474
BOX 58

Plaintiff petitioned the oourt, requesting
that Don Daniel Clark, resident of Natohe z , at
present in New Orleans, be summoned to a ppear and
deolare under oath tha amount he had paid defen­
dant by order of Mr . James (Santiago) Wilkinson,
the date of said payment, and if paid in paper or
silver money.

PROCEEDI NGS INSTI TUTED BY
DON JUAN VENTURA MORALES,
EMPOWERED BY THE TESTA­
MENTARY EXECUTORS OF HIS
EXCELLENCY LORD COUNT
BERNARDO DE GALVEZ

VERSUS
DON LOUIS TOUTANT BEAUREGARD
PElU&ANENT ALDERMAN AND PRD­
VINCIAL JUDGE OF LOUISIANA,
TO COJ4PEL DEFENDANT TO REN­
DER A LIQUIDATION OF ACCOUNTS
WHI CH DEFE!lDANT HAD mTH HIS
EXCELLENCY.

PETITION.

File #27 )
April 22, 1790 )
Judge. Gover n or )liro )
clo Gov. Baron de Caron-)
dele t )
C.C. Rafae l Per domo clo )
Pedro Pedesolaux )
Spanish clo Frenoh )
pp. 1 - 64 )

-------)

DECREE.

The Court granted petitioner's request.

(S i e;ned) Gov .)liro

(Si gned) Postigo
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DEPOOITION,

In New Orleans, on April 23, 1790, before
the present Court Clerk appeared Don Daniel Clark
56 years old, who deposed that on the following
dates he paid to Don Louis Toutant Beauregard, on
July 12. 1788, 1.626 pesos and 6 reales. and on
April 9. 1789, 2.666 pesos and 3 reales. said
amount paid in silver of J4exiolUl ourrenoy, and
that receipts tendered by payee are in the pos­
session of Mr. James lillldnson.

(Signed) Daniel Clark
Rafael Perdomo

(Notary)

T~e reoord shows that the said two reoeipts
were exhibited. but being writ ten in Frenoh. plain­
tiff requested the Court to order their translation
into Spanish. whioh request the Court gr ant ed , and
a note of the Court Clerk shows that said reoeipts
were returned to Mr. Daniel Clark. April 26. 1790.

PETITION,

Plaintiff again petitioned, presenting as
further evidenoe of his olaim an obligation, and
two expense aooounts signed by defendant the former
oontains the following, "I. Don Louis Toutant
hauregard. possess an Amerioan bill of exohange in
the S\Dl1 of 42,000 dollars (sio) out of .1rhioh S\Dl1

16.800 dollars. belong to His Exoellenoy, Count de
Galvez, as his two firth share in the trip that Jtry
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brother Elias made to the Distriot of Illinois ,
and which I obligate myself to pay the latter said
sum, as soon as I cash same . Drawn at New Orleans ,
Jul )' 6 , 1780." (Signed) Louie Toutant Beauregard ,
and that defendant infor med him t hat he had col­
lected the said bill of exchange from its debtors
in New England toget her wit h i t s int er e st ac crued ,
and that plaintiff on various oooasions has re quest­
ed def endant t o deliver to him t he part which belongs
to his principal deducting the amount inourred for
expenses t o af f ect the colleotion of said bi l l of
exchange, and t hat to date defendant had only met
his request by presenting plai nt iff with an expense
acoount in Frenoh , unsigned and not dated .

Wherefore , plaintiff prayed the Court t o order
defendant t o verify his signature affixed at the
foot of said obl igat i on and to aoknowledge as true
its contents , and to or der t he translation of the
sai d expense ac count from French into Spanish , and
that since defendant res ides at his plantation, to
avoid delay to or der him to appear in thie Court
and if his absence from the Jurisdiotion of the
Court be neoessary to lip point an agent to represent
him in these prooeedings .

(S~ned) Juan Ventura Ilorales

DECREEr

The Court gr ant ed all of petitioner 's prayers .

(Signed) Ili r o
Postigo
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TRANSLATION OF EXHIBITSr

Current aocount between the succession of
Count de Galvez and the succession of Bartholomeo
Beauregard from May 30, 1784 to August 10 , 1789.
Debit for expenses inourred for oollection of bills
of exchange amounting to 5,040 pesos leaving a bal­
anoe to be oredited to the suooession of Count
Galvez , by virtue of a fifth interest amounting to
600 pesos 6 reales.

(Signed) Luis Toutant Beauregard

The record shows that defendant a ppeared,
verified his signature and aoknowledged that the
oont e nt s of said accounts with a slight exoeption
were true to the best of his knowledge; that plain­
tiff oontested various entries and the exorbitant
amount of oommissions and expenses oharged in said
aocount as well as the high rate of interest , and
introduced as evidenoe to substantiate his allega­
tions three letters addressed to him and signed by
plaintiff, written in Frenoh which he requested the
Court to order their translation into Spanish and
that the Court granted his request and the contents
of said letters proved numerous disorepenoies in
defendant 's expense aooount . The reoord further
shows that after a lengthy litigation plaintiff
petitioned stating that inasmuoh as defendant has
died intestate during the oourse of these prooeed­
ings , that Dona Viotoria Duoros, widow of tb!l late
Don Louis Toutant Beauregard, be ordered to aot as
decedent's agent, or whatever person the Court may
appoint as agent , with a view to terminate these
prooeedings and effeot the payment of the sum due
the suooession of Count de Galvez, it also shows



DOCllllENT #2474
BOX 58

that Governor IUro had been suooeeded as Governor
and Judge of these pr oceedi ngs by the newl y ap­
pointed Governor Baron de Carondelet , as well as
Don Rafae l Perdomo, present Court Clerk who suo­
oeeded Don Carlos Ximenez, Don Ni ool as Maria Vidal ,
Lieutenant Gener al , Auditor of War , Counoillor at
Law suooeeded, Don Juan de l Postigo y Balderrama,
in the same oapaoity, the inoumbents signed their
last offioial aots on July 23r d, 1790, and their
sucoessors signed their off i oi al aots on July 30,
1792.

On Sept . 14, 1792 Dona Viot oria Duoros ,
widow of Don Louis Toutant Beauregard , thru her
agent Don Rudolph Joseph DuDrOI, in answer to the
petition of Don Juan Ventura Morales , empowered by
the testatmentary Exeoutor of the Suooession of
Count de Galvez , stated that she was not aware of
the oourse of t hese pr oceedings and that the said
indebtedness , originated thru the affairs of t he
late Don Jaoques (Santiago) Beauregard. her father­
in-law, whose succession was administrated by her
deoeased husband.

Wherefore , she prayed the Court to order
plaintiff to refer ell aotions in these pr oceedi ngs
to t he administrator of the suocession of t he late
Jaoques (Santiago) Beauregard .

(Signed) ~ JEE. Duoroa .

DECREE s

On January 21, 1794 . The Court deoreed that
Don Pedro Pedesolaux, oertify what aotion was taken
by all the int er est ed parties in the suooession of
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the lat e Don Louis Toutant Beauregard , and when
oompl et ed to remit said oerti f i oat i on to this
Court.

(Signed) Baron de Carondelet

(Signed) Nioolas M. Vidal .

This oase is inoomplete , prooeedings end
with the above aot i on.

J .D/C.
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The Court granted the above petition.

DOCUlIENT #2476
BOX 58

(Signed) lIiro
Postigo

CASE OF

DON JUAN ALEXANDRO DUROUSSEAU
VS.

JUAN GRAVlER.

(Signed) Durousseau

Plaintiff. a resident of New Orleans . petitioned
the Court alleging that in the month of November of
1784. he gave to the defendant a oertain bill of ex­
ohange issued by Don Francisoo Langlois in favor of
the plaintiff for the sum of 300 pesos to be oashed.
but said defendant has not surrendered said bill of
exohange or the money. and although he had on various
oooasions requested defendant to return the bill of
exohange he had been unable to seoure s9Jlle . i'/here­
fo re he begged the Court to obtain from the defendant
the Customary oath and deolaration stating whether
or not he was indebted in the sum olaimed by the
plaintiff.

)
)

~
)
)

pp. 1 - 87 )
Spanish & Frenoh)

--- --)

File #1793
April 22. 1790
JUdge. Estevan
lIiro
C.CI Pedro
Pedesolaux

On April 24. 1790 . the Clerk of Court deolared
that he had called on the defendant and after having
questioned h~ about the said bill of exohange . he
aoknowledged his indebtedness to the plaintiff, but
stated that ho ignored the 9JlIOunt of the bill of
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(Cont i nued )

exchange .

(S i gned) J . N. Grav ier
Pedr o Pedesclaux

plaint iff , info~ed the Court , that as the
defendant acknowledged havin r ece ived the bil l of
exchange but declared not to know the amount of
said bi l l , he therefor e beg ed the Court that said
bill or the 300 pe so s be r et urned t o him.

(Signed ) Dur ous seau

The Court granted the above pet ition and
ordered that the defendant r et ur n the said bi l l of
exchange within t wo day s .

(Signed) Mi r o
Postigo

The def endant stated t hat he had been in­
structed by the Court to r eturn the bi l l of ex­
change but stated t hat the said bi l l was in a
trunk in the possess ion of Don Antoni o Dubroquat .
Wheref ore he begged t he Cour t to not i fy said
Dubroquat t o surrender the trunk.

(Si gned) J . • Gr avier

The Court granted the above pet it i on .

(Signed) iro
Post1go

On ay 21 , 1790, the deputy sheriff , Joseph

2
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(Continued)

Val le, informed the Court that he could no t get in
to uch with Dubroquat , i n this City .

(Signed ) Joseph Val les

Plaint i f f i nfo rmed t he Court that since t he 27
of Apr i l he had asked the Court t o issue a wr i t of
attachment against the pe rson and prope r t ies of t he
de f endant i n order to sa tisfy his cl a im.

(Signed) Duros seau

The Cour t granted t he above pet ition i n f avor

of t he plaint iff .

(Signed) Estevan Mi r o
Postigo

Don Juan Bautist a Combel , deput y sheriff ,
called at t he house of t he def endant in order to
ool l ect the sum in ques tion but as the defendant
did not p~ same , he se i zed f rom him 2,387 bundles
of tobacoo i n order to satisfy plaint iff 's claim.

(Signed) J . B. Combel

Plaintiff pet i t i oned the Court that the
tobac co seized by the deputy she riff be sold i n
order to satisfy his claims .

(Signed) Durosseau

The Court grant ed t he above pet i t i on, and
ordered that the said tobacco be s ol d .

(Si gned ) iro
Postigo
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The Court ordered Don Mar i ano Matta ,
appraiser, t o appraise the said t obacco, aft er
which t he Court decreed that it be announced for
sal e fo r three consecutive days . This was
carr i ed out but no bidders appeared .

The def endant pet it ioned the Court alleging
that he had a l egit imate object ion to oppose the
aforesaid sale since he could pro ve that t he bi l l
of exchange in ques t i on had been r eturned.

(Signed) J. N. Grayi er

Plaintiff reques ted the Court to have t he
defendant pr ove t he st a tement he had mode .

(Signed) Durousseau
Felipe Guinault

The def endant stated t hat since the t ime he f i l ed
his objection he had been ill and not able to pr ove
same.

(Signed) I n . Gravier
int onio Mendez

The plaintiff showed t he Court a note s i gned
by the defendant whi ch r ead as f ol l ows :

(rmANSLATI ON OF THE NOTE. 1

1 dec lar e to have r ece i ved f rom r . DuRous seau
a not e of Mr . Loubadon f or the sum of 260 pesos for
full payme nt of his accoun t . I a l so dec lar e t o have
a not e by Lang l oi s t o his order of 300 pesos , which
note I promise t o r et urn t o him as belonging t o him,
on the f i rst tr ip to the City .
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At takapas , June 1487 .

(Signed) I n. Gravier .

Wher efor e he begged the Cour t that said
tobacco be sold at public auct i on .

(Signed ) Durousseau
Felipe Guinault.

('l'!W.'SLlTION OF 'mE NOTE. )

Copy of letter wr itten by J ean Gravier to
Dubroquat at New Orleans I

Writer reques ts Dubroquat to r emove his
effects from t he house r ented to h i m, fo rward ing
h i s two trunks and surrendering his keys . He
further requests Dubroquat to r ef use h i s brother
the possession of h i s effects . true copy is
signed : I n. Gravier .

COpy ·of examinati on of Antoine Dubroquat:

On pet it i on of J ean Gravier, Dubroquat ap­
pears before Don Ni colas Forstall , Administrator ,
Civil and Mi l i t ary Commander of Opelousas, to ans ­
wer interrogatories r elative to h i s disposi tion of
Gravier 's effect s .

(Signed) Forstal l .

COpy of pe t i t i on:

J ean Gravier pet i tions fo r cit ation of Dubr oquat ,
that he appear and answer i nt erroga t ories r elative
to his disposit ion of Gravier ' s effects .

(Signed ) I n. Gravier .
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Petition granted:

So ordered:

(Signed) Forstall,
I.dmi ni st rat or .
Civil and Mi l i tar,r
Commander at
Opelousas .

COpy of answer:

In answer t o Gravier 's pet i t ion, Dubroquat
pleads his obl igat ion to t he King t o be in New
Orleans , s tating that he cannot remain at this
Post unless Gravi er gi ves a bond for delay in
fulfilling said obl igat i on , f or damages , interest
and costs .

(Signed) A. Dubro quat .

Verification of Copy .

(Signed) Forstall .

Don Juan Gravier and Don Al exandr o Durousseau
informed the Court that the bill of exchange had been
delivered to the Plaintiff by the Defendant. Wher e ­
fore they begged t he Court to have Don Luis Liotau to
appraise the costs of Court , whi ch amounted to l~l

pesos 2 r ellles .

24(a)/r
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CASE OF
WILLIAM CARUTHER

VS .
JOOEPH AND LOUIS MOLLERE.

File 41'1777
April 23, 1790
Judge I Estevan
Kiro
C.C I Pedesolaux
pp . 1 - 6
Spanish and

)
)
)
)
)
)

Fr-e nch ]

------)
Plaintiff , & r es i dent of New Orleans , pet i t i oned

the Court alleging that as evidenced by t he Publio
deed duly prese nt ed , t he defendants wa r e indebted to
him in the sum of 475 pesos , balanoe due on a certain
house sold to Joseph , and Lui s Mol ler s , brothers ,
both residents of Lafourohe Parish, and although he
had r e quest ed sa i d defendants , on various oooasions ,
to set t l e the above debt , he had been unable to seoure
same.

Wherefore he begged the Court to issue a writ
of attaohment against the prope rty of the defendant 's ,
in orde r t o sati sfy hi s olai m and the oosts of Court .

(Signed ) William Caruther

(Signed ) lAiro
Postigo

The Court orde rs that the t ranslation of the
Publio deed be made.

NOTE I TRANSLATED FRCH FRENCH.-
On t he 25th of May, 1789 , appeared in person,

in t he pre senoe of Ki ohe l Cantrelle , Lieutenant of
InflUltry and Civil and Ki litary COlllllllUlde r of the
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Post of Saint James , the Sieur William Cantrella,
resident of New Orleans , who has deolared in the
presenoe of two witnesses , Marui s Bringier and Louis
Barbay, that he has sold to Joseph and Loui s Vollere ,
brothers , both 'r e s i dent s of Lafourohe Par i sh , a
plantation looated on the left bank of the river , the
ground measuring 6 arpcnts frontage , with the usual
depth of 40 arpents , the bui l dings oonsist of one
small house , small store house and a mill , a shed and
2 negro oabins .

Sold for the sum of 950 Mexi can pesos , payabl e
at the end of Deoember of this year and the rest of
the following year .

Signed by William Caruther Cantrelle , Louis and
Joseph Vollere , Yarui s Bringier , Louis Barbaye and
Miohel Cantrelle .

Tho dooument is inoomplete and the outoome of
the oase is not known.

24(a)
o.



File tl1760 I
Apri l 24, 1790 )
Judge: Miro )
C. Cl Pedro I
Pedesclaux I
PP. 1 to 18 )
Spanim )

I
- - - - - )

DOOUMENT NO. 31.79
BOX 58

CASE OF
FEmO ANTONI O BID<lJ , FCE THE
RJRPOSE .OF OBTADUNG A COPY OF
HIS DECEASED F mER'S LAST IfILL
AND !I!&S TAMENT.

Don Pedro Antonio Bidou, plaintiff, at present
incarcerated in the public jail of New Orleans, and
sentenced to serve two years in the prison at Pen­
sacola for Criminal act , begged the Court to order
the Clerk of Court to avail hUn with a certified
copy of the wi ll issued by his deceased father, Don
Pedro Bidou Her ber t .

(S Igood) P. A. Bidou

The Court accepted petitioner's plea .

(Signed) JU r a
Postigo

The record shows that the said will was drawn
on August 25, 1785, at his plantation, located a
half league from New Orleans, on the right bank: of
the Vi s s i s sippi River. The will mows tilat plain­
tiff's father was a native of the Isle of He· , the
plaintiff's grandfather, Pierre Bidou Herbert, and
Grandmother, Dema Mari anne Coutan, wer e also natives
of same island•

• Isle of Re, located in the At l an t i c OCean, Dear
La Rochelle, France.
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(Cont·d.)

Wi t nes ses of said wi ll :

Pierre Bidou Her ber t
Basilio X1m£mes
Jh Fougie
Pierre Birot
Franco de Sasso

Plaintiff informs the Court that he has seen
the will of his deceased f ather in 1ih i ch it is
mentioned in a clause th at he, plaintiff, is en­
titled to receive one thousand pesos for work dane
for his father from August 26, 1788, to the follOWing
year 'March the 9th, 1789. erefors, he begs the
Court to order Don Pedro Sauve , the TestamentaJ::f
heoutor, to pay him only 541 pesos 4-1/2 reales
for his work.

(Signe d! P . A. Bidou

!!he Court order ed t o notify Don Pedro Sauve.

(Signed! Miro

Don Pedro Sauve, a Testamentary Executor of
the properties of the de oeased Don Pedro Bidou
Herbert, stated that he has received the proceed1.Dgs
instituted by Plaintiff, and declared that the claim
made by the pla int iff was legal , because he is aware
of the faot that said plaintiff has worked for his
fath er end that he is ent itled to have the amount of
1000 pesos bequeathed by his deceased father but. as
plaintiff only claims the sum of 541 pesos and 4-1/2
reales, he will be given only amount claimed.

(Slgned! Vincent Gonzales .

!!he Court orders to notify Don Antonio Mendez .
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(S l.8ned) JUr o

Don Antonio Mendez , attorney for the Wi dow of
Don Pedro Bidou Herbert, deolared that he has no
objeotion to the olaim IJJlde by the plaintiff and
reoommended the Testamentary ExeCJ.1tor to exeoute
the Jl!liY1lle1lt to the plaintiff for amount requested.

(Signei) Antonio Mendez

By order of the Court, the prooeedings ware
brought to Don Felipe GUinaul t ,

(Si8nsi) Miro
Postlgo

Don Felipe GUinault , oUXlltor ad-litEll1, of the
minor children of the deoeased Father, Pedro Bidou
Herbart, deolared that he has received oopy of pro­
oeedings instituted by Pedro Antonio Bidou, son of
said deoeased, olaiming amount due for tile work
done jointly with his father for the period of six
months and 12 days and reoommended the piyIOOnt of
541 pesos 4-1/2 reBles of Don Pedro Sauve , and to
rearrange said olause in the testament of the de­
oeased.

(S1.8nsi) Felipe GUinaUlt .

fue Court examined the prooeedings decree to
pay the sum olaimed by the defendant, and issued an
order to remit to plaintiff the sum of 541 pesos
and 4-1/2 reeles .

(S1.8ned) Miro
Post1.8o

New Orleans, M~ 11, 1790, the Plaintiff still

3
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(Cont ' d . )

1lIllar cer a t ed in the pUbl ic jail inf'armed the Court
that the Clerk of Court has delivered him the sum
of 541 pesos 4- 1/2 r eales from Don Pedro Sauve , the
witne s ses were I

Jl18Uel Ganez
V1lIllent Gonzales
Pedro Antonio Bidou
Pedro Pedesclaux

~e cos t of Court amounted to 15 pesos 5 reales .

Z3(a) /J-

-~ ----
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DOCUMENT NO. 2480
llOX 58

....ij File 1804 )
~ April 24, 1790 I

Judgesl Estevan Mi r o I
and Bar on of Caronde l et )
C. CI P . Pedesclaux I
Spanish - Fr ench. I_ _ . 1

INC IDENT TO TIlE
CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

AGAINST TIlE NEGRO
DC!U NIQUE

See Doc . No . 2464 ­
Apr il 17, 1790 .
Offic i al Cr imi nal Proceedings
Ins tituted f or a theft , and
The murd er of a negro .

Through the ac cusa tion of J acques who is a
suspect i n the murder of Felipe, Dominique is want ed
bl the authorities f or said murder . ' 11 three are
runawal negro slaves .

Dominique is called bl t he author i t i es through
notices posted at the doors of the Courthouse but does
not surrender , and Anto nio Mendez is appointed District
Attornel '

Federico Anteman , sergeant; Manue l Perez ,
corpora l ; J uan Tarpe , Alon so Or t i z, Juan Rodriguez ,
pri vat es and John Mackel , civilian , ratify their former
deposit ions in the original proceedings .

The case is held open until Dominique is
arrested .

New Orl eans , Augus t 13, 1790 .

On Oc tober 19, 1790 Dominique is brought
and ques t i oned i n Court , he declares to be 30 years
old, belongi ng to Mr. Enoul Livaudai s , and that he
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ran away- 9 months ago . He had been living in the
wood~ where he met the negroes Jacques, Juan, Felipe,
and the negresses Isabel and Mar i a , all runaway- slaves .
~~e dep onent gave a peso to Felipe and Jacques to buy
rice and rum, but they- fa i l ed to re turn, he t hen spent
the night of the crime near the city- limits . He denies
the accusation of Jacques, and declares that he lived
by trapping and hunting.

Isabel substantiates Dominique 's deposition,
and adds that when Dominique came back searching for
Jacques and Felipe, he brought the news that Jacques
had killed Felipe and that Dominique was accused ot
the murder . She declared that she saw no stolen
goods and that the negroes obtained money- by- selling
ducks and squirrels in the city- , and that Domin ique ,
as leader,kept the money- .

Jorge deposes that he had been a runaway­
slave fo r 4 months , and spent about 15 days with the
runaway- slaves above mentioned , after a quarrel
Domi nique tied him to a tree , and when he succeeded
in getting away he left the negroes and hid in the
woods, however hunger made him join the party- where
he learned that Felipe and Jacques had lett to buy
some r ice and rum with a pes o Domi ni que had gi ven
them, and that Felipe had been murdered , Dominique
was ac cused of having commi t t ed the murder , but he
denied the accusation.

The deponent brands as talse the depositions
ot Jacques , Dominique and Isabel 's , he declares that the
negroes made a living by- hunting and stealing although
he is not positive of the fact because they- d i d not
trust him, he saw t hem bringing wi ne and a barre l ot
rum Which they replenished as soon as it was empty- .

(Signed) IUr o
Lie . Serrano
Pedro Pede sclaux
Clerk ot Court
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On a report of Josef de la Pena, jail
keeper, Jacques is brought again in Court where
he confesses to be the murderer of Felipe, he ex­
plains that he hlld a quarrel with him over the dhi­
sion of the loot, while under the influence of liquor,
and that he acted in self defense, when he evaded a
Yicious blow deliYered at him with the butt of a gun
wielded by Felipe, the deponent in turn broke a gun
on his assailant's head causing his death. Jacques
identifies the broken weapon, and declares that his
confession is not forced by intimidation or obtained
by promises, he finishes stating that they stole
the trunk from a boat in the riYer but did not sell
its contents .

The Court order. the release of Dominique,
Jorge and Isabel and have them returned to their
respectiYe owners.

The District Attorney recommends that
Jacques be sentenced to death, but the attorney for
the defense , pleads for clemency, inasmuch as the
negro acted in self defense against one of his equals
while they were under the influence of liquor at the
time of the quarrel as it is proven by the certifi­
cate of the jail keeper and the Clerk of Court de­
claring that when the defendant entered the jail he
showed seyeral wounds on the head and face, that
proved that he had been fighting .

[Signed) Felipe Guinault .

On April 12, 1793, the Baron of Carondelet,
taking in consideration that the defendant had killed
in self defense , sentenced him, for the slaying of
Felipe, and the theft of the trunk, for 10 years at
hard labor at the construction of the fortifications
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(Cont inuedl

in Hayana , and banishment from Louisiana for the
rest of his life .

(Signed) El Baron de Carondelet
Nicolas Maria Vidal
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk: of Court .

In October 1796, Carlota Castaign , widow of
Fili paux and owner of the slave , petitions the
Court for the return of the prisoner, alleging that
she is 64 years old , in bad circumstances and that
the negro is her only possession, but the Court
refuses her plea, as the negro has seven more years
t o serve .

The document ends here having no cos t
of Cour t .

26/r



File #1674 l
April 26, 1790 )
Judge: Josef )
De Ortega )
Spanish-French )
P1'. 1 to 7 )

)

------)

DOCUMENT NO. 2481
BOX #00

mOCEEDIN:lS INSTIro~ BY
DON PLAClIlE LARRIElJ m
ORIIER TO OB A mlMIT
TO SELL NEGRO.

TRAlSLATI ON OF I.lil'l."lER IT m N IN FRENCH

Sir Larrleu March 6,
New Orl eens , La . 1790

Sir:
Under the protection of your firm, I beg of

you ' to nnlce the sale of the negro sent on the ship
the "Zealous" that left t he Cape on this date. The
profit of this sale you w111 keep and credit me for
same .

Should you be ready to leave New Orloons , y ou
can gi ve this affair into the hands of the person in
whom you have placed all your trust and confidence.

Res pe ct fully

Very humble and very
obedient servant

(54)J1edl GUiot

!!he w aintiff, resident of Ne Orleans, peti­
tions the Court, alleging that as evidenced by the

_J
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(Cont' d.)

letter written in Frencil he duly presEnts Mr.
GUiot, resident of Cape of Frence, St. Domingo,
has sent him a negro called Azoro, 14 years old ,
t o be sold in New Orlesns, and as said letter is
not sufficient proof to verify said sale, he begs
t he court to accept the depos Uion of the witnes:;es
he presents, 1Ib.o will declare if the signature af­
fixed on said letter is the SlllIlS that Mr. GUiot
custo=ily uses .

(Signed) Plaoide Larrieu

The Court orders the translation of the letter
to Don Juan Josef D.1forest .

(Signed) Mire

The t r ansla t i on shows that sald negro was
brought here on board of the bent named "Zelado" from
Cape of France , f or Mr. Larrieu , Vlhioh negro is to be
s old, and the prooeeds t o be returned t o Mr. GUi ot .

By or der of the Court , Pablo Dufresne , Sr . , 20
yrs. , JaoQ.ues Tournier, 41 yrs . , and J . L. Mori n , 40
Yl's . , witnesses who declare that they are acquat nted
with Mr. GUiot and readily aomowledge his signature .

(Signed) J ooef De Ortega,

The petitioner begs the Court that since the Wit ­
nesses have made their respeotive deolaration t o
authorize the sale .

(Sigmd) Plaoide Larrieu

The Court grants petitioner 's prayer and au t ho­
rizes the sale of said negro .

(Sigmd) JOsef De Ortega.

--~
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~e cos t of Court amounted to 9 pesos . 1 real .

23 (a) /J-



mAI~LATION OF mOMISSClRY NOTE I TTEN m mENCH.

(Signedl Pierre Voi s in

At Plaquomines the 28th of ugus t, 1789.

CASE OF
PBIRO VOISm

AGAImT
JOSEHI PICARD M ID
JUAN CHOISsm .

DOCUMENT NO. 2482
BOX # 58

We will pay to the or d er of Mes srs . Vogdins De
Lesay the sum of 80 dollars in silver, oa w money for
value reoeived by Joseph Pioard and Juan Choissar.

The Court aoknowledges reoeipt of the prcm1ssory
note, and orders th at said note be presen ted far

Th erefore, he begs the Court to order t he de ­
fendant s to identify their signatures , and state i f
they owe him said amount .

The plaintiff, a resident of New Orleans, peti­
tions the Court , alleging th at as evidenced by a
promissory note he duly presents, defemants Joseph
Picard and Juan Choisser are indebted to him in the
past due sum of 80 pesos , am al thou81 on various
oooa s i ons he has r eques t ed t he payment, he has failed
to ool l eot said debt .

File # 2013 )
Apr . 26 , 1790 )
Judge I Estevan I
Miro I
c. Col Pedro I
Pe desolaux )
Spanish &: I
French I
PP. 1 to 3 I

I
----- )
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!!.be Court grants his petition.

(Signed) Blron de Carondele t

Felipe Guinault
Pierre Voisin

Miro
Post1g o

(S1glDd)

"

(Signed)

"

DOCWl!lNT NO. 2482
BOX # 58

(Co nt' d.)

24(a)/J-

~e documant i s incomplete am the outc ane of the
case is not known.

i dentification.

Don Pedro Vois in of the district of New
Orleans , t hrough h is At t orney, Don Fel ipe Guinaul t ,
al leges t hat as Pi card , one of t he defendants , re­
sides either in the Post of Opel oU1las or Attaoapas ,
he pet i tions that the Court return him the promissory
note he inoluded in these proceedings .



File #18 09 )
Apr il ?:1, 1790 )
Judge I )

Esteven Mi r o I
C. C.I Pedro )
Pedesclaux )
PP. 1 to 8 )
Spanish and )
French )

-----)

DOCUMENT NO. 24133
BOX 58

CASE OF
ALEXIINIR0 IXJRlXJS SEAU

vs .
JOSEHI PICARD

Plaintiff, a r esi dent of .lew Orleans, peti­
tioned the Court, alleg1Il,'> that a s evidenced by
the Public wr i t t e n deed in Frencil duly presented,
the defemant VIas indebted to him in the EWn of
300 pesos, balance due on GOO pesos, and that al­
thougn he had requested said defendant on various
ocoasions to sottle the abeve debt, he h ad been
unable to secure same.

lerefore he begged the Court to 1s sue a wr it
of attachmmt aga i n s t the property of the defendant
in order to satis:f'y hls claim.

(Signed) D.u'oUB seau

!!he Cour t gron tod t he above petition, am
ordered t hat t he translation of the plblic deed be
made by Don Es tevan de QUinones , which wa s done.

(Signed)
"

Miro
Post~o

on April 29 of 1790, Don 111c olas Frommt i n ,
deputy sher iff , info m ed t he Court that as the de­
fendant h d failed to pay t he sum of 300 pesos and
tha t he did n ot have any property t o seize, he had

placed him under arrest.



OOaJME1JT NO. 2483
BOX 56

(Oont' d. 1

(5 i gne dl Ni co las Fr aman t in
Pedro Pedes claux

Plaintiff info nnad t he Oourt th at he had come
to an Bgr e lllmllt with the defendant ootslde of Oourt
procedure.

e:.-efo 1'8 he begged. the Oourt t o r e l oo se him
from J a i l.

!!he Oost of the JlL"o oeod.ings amounted to 10 pea es ,

24 (a) !J-
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DOC . O. 2484
BOX 58

File f 1875 I
A r , 27 , 17 90 )
Judge: Mi r o )
C. C: Pedr o )
Pedesclaux )
Spanish and I
French . I
PP 1 to 19 )
____ I

PROCEED INGS INSTI TUTED BY
DON BARN ARD LABURTHE ,

MERCHANT OF NEW ORLEANS ,
WP OIVERED BY ONSIEUR PIERRE V.AZOYER ,

MERCHANT OF LYON , FR CEo
VS.

DON BELTRAN GRAVIER
MERCHANT OJ!' NEW ORLEANS .

The pla i nt i f f, mer ohan t and r esident of New Orleans,
pet i t i oned the Cour t alleging that as evi denced by the
power-of-at t orney and three promissory notes wh i ch he
duly presents , the defendant Bel t ran Gravier is i ndebted
t o h im f or t he sum of 907 pe sos , i ncluding 5~ i nt erest,
and a l though on various occasions he has requested the
payment , defendant has fa iled t o comply with his obliga ­
tion.

Where f ore he begged t he Court to order t he de­
fe ndant to i dentify his s i gnature , and to acknowl edge
sa id debt .

(Signed) B. Laburthe

The Court order ed t he translation of t he power of
attor ney and promi ssory notes .

(Si gned) LUro
Postigo

Said translation shows that Don Pierre Mazoyer ,
merchant of Lyon, and r es ident of Bourdeaux , has granted

eneral power of attorney to Mr . Laburthe , of New Orleans .

(Si Rned) Joseph Sebastian de Laroze .
Notary Public
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DOC . NO. 2484
BOX 58

The Court after examining the power of
att orney and nr omi s sory notes order ed that they be
prese nted to the de f endant for identification .

(Si ed ) iro
Pos t i go

Don Bernard Laburthe i nforms the Court
that t he defendant is absent from hi s r esidence at
his plantat ion home in Tchoupitoulas, therefore he
begged t he Court t o or der the deputy sher i f f to
serve summons of appea rance , at defendant 's pl anta­
tion home, in order t o seoure de f endant's de posi tion .

(Signed) Laburt he

The Court ordered J oseph Val l er , Deputy
Sheriff of t his City to not ify Don Bel t ran Gravier
to appear in Court .

(Signed) Mi r o

Defendant then deposed that he owed the
debt claimed and acknowl edged hi s si nature .

(Signed) Beltran Gravier
Pedro Pede sclaux

Then the plaintiff begged the Court to
i s sue writ of execution aga i ns t the person and
pr oper ties of t he de f endant, i n order to satisfy
h i s cl a im and t he co st of Court .

(Si ed ) Labur t he .

Def endant petit i oned the Cour t , and a l le d
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DOC. NO. 2484
BOX 58

t hat he is i nsolvent and that the pr opert ie s under
h i s admin i s t rat ion belonp to his wife , t here fore
he praved the Court to or der plaint iff to susuend
these nroce edings and thereby al low de fendan t time
to r ecuperate h i s assets in order to sat i s f y hi s

debt .

(Signed) Bel t ran Gr avi er

Don Bernardo Laburthe i nforms t he
Court t hat he had received copy of t he pr oceed ings
and begged the Court t o enforce t he writ of seizure
agains t the person and properties of de f endant .

(Signed) B. Laburthe .

The Court grant ed petitioner 's pr ayers
and ordered t he issuance of t he wri t of execution
agai ns t the de f endant 's properties .

(Si gned) Miro
Postigo

The document is i ncomple te and the
outcome of t h i s case is not known .

23{ al / r
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DOCUMENTS OF CUBA - ARCHIVES OF
THE INDIES - SEVILLE - FILE 102.

In my cap ecity as commiesioner of the Inqui­
eit ion, I have cerried out eecretly and car efully
the proper inveetigation in order to comply with
a Royal Decr ee of much importance to both Kajee­
tiee, which was notified to the SUpreme Tribunal,
and then notified to me througn the Cartegena
Tribunal, from which I depend . As I have been
specially recommended by the official letter of
Dec. 9th of l aet year to faithrully comply wi t h
said decree accor di ng to His jesty'e wi l l , i~

is indiepensab le for e in order to fulfill said
decree to go late at night to some guard station
to ask for a few soldiers to a i d me in my mieeion
in the event i t is neceesary j for thie purpose
Your Lordehi p wi l l please give the proper secret
notice to whoever is Commander of the Headquar­
tere gi v i ng him an alternative order to place at
my dispoeal the soldiere that 1 may aek for, and
for Your Lordehi p to notify me wi t hout loee of
time the station where you will give your order ,
f or my information.

~~y God keep Your Lordehip many years .
New Or l eens , Apri l 28, 1790, at 9:00 P.M.

Friar Antonio de Sedel la.

To the Governor or Louis iana .

(Translation trom copy sent by
Catholic act i on.)

• Baudier of



Wi l l iam Carut hers , a r esident of Cabanose . at
pres ent in New Orl eans , pet it i oned the Court alleg-
i n that he had pur cha sed from Don \Iiguel Cantrell .
Commander of t he post of Cabanos e . a ne r es s s lave
called Sus ana , .a g e 20 . f or the sum of 350 neeos , and
t hat the sa i d Commander was not ab le t o g i ve him a
title of sale. Wher ef or e in or der to pr ove h i s
rip,htful owner ship, and be able t o sell the s a i d slave .
he off ered to submi t depos i t i ons of witnesses who
were to test ify t o t hat ef fect .

-o:j.I!!I,- File No. 1774 )
.. Anr il 28 , 17901

Judge }
Almonaster I
C.CIPede sc l aU%)
pp 1 to 7 I
S'Oanish )

- - - - - }

DOCUMENT NO. 2485
BOX 58

PROC""DI GS I NSTI TUTED BY
DON WI LLI CARUTHERS

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A P IT
TO SELL ONE NEGRESS SLAVE.

( Si~edl Wi l l i am Carut hers

The Court granted pet i t i oner ' s pr ay er and or dered
h im t o pres ent his witnesses , in compl iance wi t h wh i ch
order Don Dav id Bi ckham, age 26 ye ars . Don Jos eph Mol l er .
age 25 , and Don J ohn Well s , age 30 , a'Opeared and und er
oath decl a r ed t hat the sai d negres s be l onged to t he
'Oe t i tioner .

(Signed ) David Bi ckham
Jos eph .oller
John Wells .

The Cour t , after having examined the r ecords of
the pro ceed ings gr an ted t he petitioner ' s prU¥er and
de cr eed that a tit le be issued i n or der t o enabl e
him to s e l l hi s s l ave .



DOC . NO. 2485
BOX 58

(Continued )

(Signed) Almonaster
Postigo

The Court ordered Don Luis Liotan to ap ­
uraise t he Costs of Cour t and same be pa i d by
the pet it ioner .

The Costs of Court amounted to 9 pesos l!
r eales .

24(al/r
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File 11729 )
Apr . 29. 1790)
J udge1 iro )
C. CI Pedro )
Pedesclaux )
pplto3 )
_ ___I

DOCUMENT NO . 2486
BOX 58

~

roNA ' GDI.LENE BOSS IER
INSTITUTED PROCEEDmGS m ORDER TO COMPEL

roN V.URICIO O'CONNER
TO RETURN SEVERAL PAPERS •ETC •

'"Dona Magdal ene Bossier , legitimate wife
of Don Pedro Bossier , resident of the lower coast deB

llemands , pet i t i ons the Court for t he purpose of in­
forming that the Cour t of New Orleans had granted a
writ of s eizure to David Vicnair , one of the creditors
of her deceased husband , and that said Vi cna i r had
sent it to the above Commander in order to compel the
sa i d petitioner to pay the two promiseory notes for
the value of 600 pesos . She alleRes that only one
promissory not e is due for the sum of 300 pesos , but
that said Commander had seized from her plantation
two neRrO slaves who are worth 800 pesos .

Wherefore she be s the Court to order
sa id Commander to cease the action of said warrant ,
and to send to New Orleans the said two promi ssory
notes to be acknowled ged by her in order to pay the
one t hat is due .

(No signature)

The Court orders said Commander to suspend
t he sentence and to r emit t he said t wo notes in ques­
tion to t he Court of New Orleans .

(Signedl\ rre .

The document is i ncomplete and the outcome
of the case is not known.

23(a) /r
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Fi le 1750 )
April 29, 1790 )
Judge s Estevan)
lliro )
C.Cs Pedro )
Pedesolaux )
pp . 1 - 6 )
Spanish )

- - - - - )

DOCIDlENT 12487
BOX 58

CASE OF

DON JACINTO BERllARDO
VS .

DON DAVID VICKNER

,
]

Don Jaointo Bernardo, a resident of LaFourche ,
at present in New Orleans , petitioned the Court ,
alleging that as evidenoed by the Publio deed he
duly presented, the defendant , David Viokner, resi­
dent of the Post of Baton Rouge, owed him the sum
of 950 pesos, value of three negro slaves , whom he
sold to Don Juan Bautista Viokner , son of the de­
fendant , whioh sum the plaintiff on various oocasions
had tried to oolleot from the defendant, but to no
avail . Wherefore , he begged the Court to issue in­
struotions to the Commander of the Post of Baton
Rouge, Don Joseph Varquez Vahamonde , to demand pay­
ment of said debt , plus oosta . If necessary, to
seize the defendant's property enough to oover the
olaim.

(Signed) Bernardo

The Court granted the petitioner's prayer and
ordered the Commander of that Post seize the defen­
dant's property in order to oolleot said olaim.

(Signed) lUro
Postigo

The outoome of the oase is not known.

24(a)
O.
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J11e 11801 )
J.pr. 30, 1790 )
JUd&eI .Al1dres )
J.lDlOnester )
C. Cl Pedro )
Pedesc1BQX )
Speni sh 8l1d )
Jrench )
pp. 1 to 6 )

)
)

It:Ehibitsl

DOCUlJEN!I! NO. 2488

BOX 58.

DOlJJ. J'ELI C1'l'll: DUlllUiL,
nDOW OJ' J..IO:I.OT

V5.
PJlD1lO IWlI GNY.

IIJLJ.TTO.

Collection ot a debt.

Two no te s wr1 t ten in J'rench.

I. Pierre ltsrigl11', tree lIIl1atto, under rtr¥
ord1naI7 mark, in the presence of the undersigned
Witnesses, I promise to Pe'r to the widew Amelot
wi thin eight de7s trom tIl1.s date the IlWIl of 400 pesos.

New Orleens, Jebl'll817 21, 1788.

Ord1n8%7 mark. X
'itnesses J. Lemaire

llanue1 Oa.errero.

On the renrse ----- lIeceind 250 peeoe
on account ot the balance, New Orleans, Jane 4, 1788.

AlDelot.

I. Pierre Mer1C111'. lIIl1atto, under lIT ord1n&rT
mark, in the presence ot the undersigned wi tnBse I
proms8 to ~ to the widow ot J,me10t, at the end
at the preaent Te~, the lJllII ot 400 peeos.
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DOClJ1IEliT 110. 2488

llOX 58.
(Oont'd. )

lIIew Orletllle. J'ebl'U.8%7 21., 1788.

Ordinary mark. X
Ii tnuses J. Lemaire

IIsnuel Clt\errero.

On the rever.e

P87 to the order of widow Jlor1000urt.

DoIIA hUci te lnbl'el111, widow cf J/Ilelot,
through her attornq. Don Antonio Mendes, peti tiona
the Court ellegiDg that as llT1dence4 bT the two
promissory notes, 4nl7 presented, Pedro Mar1g1l7.
free lIIllatto, is indebted to peti tioner for the
past due SWll of 5SO pesos, br nrtl1e of pa.rohasing
the freedom of Helene, a uegreu of her ownership,
to whom peti tioner granted a certificate of free­
dom depending on the pqment of said notes.

brefore peti tioner prqed the Court to
order defendant to identify his _rk at the foot
of sald notes, and to ackI1Owlecl8e sald debt.

(Jlo Signature)

. !he Court after exam1n1ng the power of at­
tome)' end promissory notes orders that the)' be
presented to the defendant for identification.

( S'-&ned) Wiro

Tbe doClWDllnt is incomplete end the autcome
of this case is no t lcnown.
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(Signed) Pierre Verbois. (Signed) Felipe Guin~t.

DOCULlENT 2489
:BOX 58

The plaintiff insti tuted proceedings
to compel the defendant to tIllfill
en obligation under a signed contract.

(Signed) Postigo.

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
DOll PEDRO VOISDi

VERSUS
DOll ESTEV.All W.lTTS.

(Signed) Mire

The Plaintiff, a resident of the Poet of
I bsrvil1e , through hie Attorney, declared to
the Court that he bas insti tuted proceedings
against Don lCsteven Watts before Don Nicolas
de Verboie, Collllll8I1der of the said Post, over
a quanti ty of lumber which the said "atts was
under obligation to accept 8I1d since the wri tten
evidence has been transferred to the Court in
this ci ty, he peti tions eaid Court to have the
aforesaid documents translated from the French
into the SpBl1ieh lan~e.

The Cour t gra.'lts above peti tion 8I1d orders
the translation of the said doewnents bY Don
lCsteven de ~inones.

Pile 2012. >
.lprl1 3), 1790. )
Judge: Gov. Mire. )
C. C.: P. )
Peels sclaux. )
77 pp. )
Sp8l1ish )

------>



DOClJI,lENT 2489
IlOX 58

2.

From the translation of the said documents
the following facts are presented to the Court
by the plaintiff in a petition addressed to the
Coemander of the Post of lberville as followa:

.Pedro Vohin a resident of this District
respectto.lly represents to Your Lordship that
during the month of llarch ultimo he eold to
Don Estevan Watts a lot of six thousand feet
of 111111 lUDlber of .good quali ty end Talue, at
the rate of one real per foot, as it i8 e'9'1­
dent by the contract BUblll1 tted, and which was
entered upon bY the eXponent end Mr. Watts Jr.
duly 8llthorised bY his father.'

The plaintiff states that the said Watts
haTing neglected to hso.l ga:y the said lumber,
about forty pieces haTe been lost, end now he
refuses to accept it given as hi 8 reason that
he had purchased that lumber for 1Ir. Bouligny
who no longer wants it. Tile plaintiff con­
siders this reason insufficient, and requests
the Court to accept two wi tnesses to testify
that the lumber was on the levee ready to be
hauled at the time agreed upon bY both parties.

The Court grants the petition of the
plaintiff and accepts the two witnesses.

(Signed) DeTBrboh

Tile wi tne sses Diego Hernandez and .lthllnasio
Derdene teatify in behalf of the plaintiff
declaring that they went to the property of
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DOCUJ.lEBT 2489
:oox 58

3.

Don Pedro Voi sin were they eaW and measured
eix thousand two hundred feet of mill lumber
rea~ to be noated into the riTer.

(Signed) Diego Hernandez-Athenasio Derdene

Witnesseal Joseph Lebretonier
.Andres IIorlair

(Signed) De Verbois

.A.f'ter a lengthy 11 tigation the Court on
Nov. 17, 1792 deorees to accept the case for
turther examination granting the term of 9
cl.s7s to both parties in order that they may
BI1bmi t their final evidenoe.

(Signed) Carondelet (Signed) Vidal

With tnis aot these proceedings are bro11€ht
to a close, the Court costs amounted to 97 pesos
and 7 realss, bu.t the outcome of the ease is not

known.



11e # 1846 }
Apr . 30 , 1790}
J udge: Andres)
Almonester )
C.CI Pedro )
Pede sc1aux }
pp1t07 }

}

DOOUMENT NO. 2490
BOX 58

INFORMA ION SU&lITTED BY
CARLOS GREGOIRE,

TO PROVE 0 NERSH IP OF GRO ,
AND SALE OF S

EXH IB I TI Promis sory note wr i tten in French .

We dec l are having sold and delivered to Mr . Charles
Gregoire & Company a negro n!lllled Ces ar f r om Senegal,
s t amped with the l e t t ers Pre . M f or the price of t wo
t housand five hundred pounds , pa i d i n oash . After hav­
ing seen h im and examined him, he was satisfied with
ame ,

t Cape Francais ( French Cape) , November 25, 1789.

(Signed ) Lantheaume Bros .

Don Carlos Gregoire , of New Or l eans, pet i t i ons t he
Court to prove t he owner ship of a nepro cal led Cesar ,
a native of Sene gal , age 20 years . Once this fact is
established , pet i t i oner be s the Court to grant him a
permi t to sell sai d slave . As evidence of ownership,
pet itioner pre sent s t he Court with a receipt writ ten
in French on which it i s stat ed t hat sa i d slave was
bou~t by petitioner from Lantheaume Brothers r esiding
at "Cape Francai s " (French Cape) .

Petitioner then prays the Court t o accept the i nforma­
ion from the witnesses he pr es ent s , and af t er they have
cknow1edged the s i ature of Laniheaume Br other s , to

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _A
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DOCUMENT NO . 2490
BOX 58

(Continued)

gr ant him the permi t for t he sale of said slave .

(Signed) Carlos Gregoire .

The Court accepts the info~tion offered
by the pet itioner .

(Signed) Miro .

i t nesses : Juan Pedro Bernard , 40 year s
old; Franco Dupuy , 30 year s old ; Don Andr ee
Vien~e, ~l year s old , who testify t hat said ne 0
was pur chased by Don Gregoire and acknowled that
signa ture was of the Lantheaume Brothers .

The Court grant s the pet it i oner ' S pr ayer
and accepts the deposition of the witnesses .

(Signed) Lliro .

The cost of Court amounts to 6 pesos 4 r eales .

2~(a)r

______4


