varmet enn




)

DOCUMENT NO. 2451
BOX 58

File #38

April 7, 1790
Judge: BEstevan
Miro

C. C: Rafael
Perdomo

Pages 1 to 2
Spanish

PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
THOMAS IRWIN AGAINST HIS
IEBTORS AT POST OF NATCHEZ.

Thomas Irwin, resident of the Post of
Natchez, at present in New Orleans, petitioned the
Court, alleging that he was informed that Don
Olivero Pollock, resident of New Orleans, has
filed suit against him in order to collect.a past
due debt, and as his delay in paying this sum is
due to tardiness of his debtora who reside in sams
Post of Natchez, therefore he begged the Court to
issue instructions to the Commemnder of said Post,
in order to collect from his debtors, so that he
be able to pay said Pollock.

The Court grented the above petition
and ordered the said Commander to asx the said
debtors to appear before him and declare whether

they owed the sums claimed by the petitioner,
and if so to demand payment of same,

The case ends here and the outcome is mot
known.

The cost of the proceedings amounted te
5 pesos 6 reales,

(Signed)
Miro Perdomo
Post igo Thomas Irwin

24(a)
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DOCUMENT NO. 2452
BOX 58
oy ) !

April 7, 1790 )
Judge: Andres ) CASE OF
Almonester ) PABLO SEGON AND SON
€.C: Rafael ) Vs
Perdomo ) ESTEVAN WATTS,
P. 1 to 10 )
Spanish )

)

Plaintiff, a resident of the City, through

his attorney Don Antonio Mendez, petitioned the
Court alleging that as evidenced by the promissory
note duly presented, Don Estevan Watts, a resident
of the coast of Iberville, at present in the City,
was indebted to him in the sum of 150 pesos, and

' although he had requested said defendant on various
oceasions, to settle the above debt, he had been

unable to secure same. Wherefore he begged the

Court to obtain from the defendant the customary

oath and declaration stating whether or not he was

indebted in the sum claimed by the plaintiff, also ~

that said declaration be released to the plaintiff

for further proceedings. |

The Court granted the above petition.

The Clerk of Court declared that he had m
called on the defendant and after having questioned

him about the signature affixed on the promissory
note and its contents, he acknowledged his signa=-
ture and his indebtedness to the plaintiff.

Wherefore; he begged the Court to issue
> a writ of attachment against the person and properties

of the defendant in order to satisfy his claim and
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DOCUMENT NO. 2452
(Cont'd.)

‘ and the costs of Court.

Said writ of attachment was served on the
defendant by the deputy Sheriff Nicolas Fromentin,
who declared havine made unsuccessful visits to the
house of the defendant and that he could not get in
touch with him.

Plaintiff informed the Court that since
the 12 of April of last year the defendent had
not paid the above sum, wherefore he begged the
Court that another writ of attachment against his
properties be made.

The Court granted the above petition and
the outcome of this case is not known.

‘ (Signed)

Almonester
Rafael Perdomo
Pablo Segon and Son
Estivan Watts

| Juan Doroteo del Postigo
Antonio Mendez

i Nicolas Fromentin

| Pedro De Marigny

. Vidal
Carlos Ximenes.
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DOCUMENT #2455

BOX 58
File #212 ) PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
April 9, 1790 ) DON JORGE PROFFIT
Judges E, Miro ) Vs.
C.C: Rafael Perdomo) DANIEL MIGATZ
Spanish ) AND
Pages 1 to 4 g RICARDO SCARDY.

Don Jorge Proffit, merchant and resident cf New
Orleans, through his Attorney Don Antonio Mendez, pe=-
titions the Cowrt alleging that, as evidenced by the
promissory note, he duly presents, Daniel Migatz and
Ricardo Scardy, both residents of the Post of Natchez,
are indebted to him for the past due sum of one thouw ]L
sand two hundred seventy-five pesos, and although on It
various occasions he has requested payment, he failed |
to colleot said debte Therefore, he begs the Court |
to issue a warrent of arrest to the Commander of said ‘
Post, to be served on both parties, including there=
with a copy of the translation of said promissory '
note, instruoting him to order defendants to verify
their signatures, and debt, and in default thereof,
to enforoce the law and selze sufficient properties i
to cover the eguivalent of said debts The Court re=
quests that proceedings be sent to them in New Orleans
in order to cover their debts and costs of Court in
order to obriate the risk of transportatione

Petitioner further begs the Court to have the
said promissory note registered in the archives of

the Court.

(8igned) Antonio Mendez.
" Geoe. Proffite
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Pa.ga #2-
DOCUMENT #2456
BOX 658
‘ The Court orders Don Juan Josef Duforest to

translate the promissory note into Spanish.

(8igned) Miro
. Postigo.

The promissory note shows that Daniel Migatz
and Ricardo Scardy promised to pay the note for 1276
pesos on 25th of May, 1789.

(8igned) Juan Josef Duforest.

The Court, after having examined the records of
the prooeedings, issues the writ of attachment and

inoludes therewith copies of the records of the proe
_ ceedings, promissory note, etec., which are forwarded

to Commander of said Post, in order tc summon the dew
fendants to appear and verify their signatures, and
sum claimed by the plaintiff,

(8igned) Miro
~ Postigo.

The cost of Court amounted to 9 pesos 13 reales.

b 23(a)/0e j
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DOCUMENT #2456

Yor' Y

— ~

File #41 ) PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY
April 12, 1790 ) TURNER WILLIAMS
Judges Miro )TO OBTAIN A PERMIT TO ENTER DIFFERENT
CeCs R. Perdomo)PLACES IN THE INTERIOR OF LOUISIANA,
Spanish ) TO SEARCH FOR SEVERAL NEGROES, WHO
Pages 1 to 20 ) WERE STOLEN FROM SOUTH CAROLINA,

) BELONGING TO VARIOUS PERSONS.

Turner Williams, at present in New Orleans
and duly authorized by the authorities of South
Carolina through the Procurator, Don Antonio
Mendez, petitioned the Court, alleging that as
evidenced by the dooument he presents, various
negroes belonging to Samuel Scott of the state
of Georgia, and others belonging to Edouardo
Keating of South Carolina have been stolen,
These were imported into this Province by Juan
Brunett, Gibson Clark, Juan Sidly and other ime-
porters whose names he did not know, and having
been informed that said negroes were at large in
the interior of this Province, in the hands of
their possessors, he begged the Court to grant
him sufficient authority to visit the interior
of this Province where said negroes may be found
and to give order to the Commanders of all Posts
to aid him in his search and help recapture said
negroes,in the event their owner should refuse to
release them.

(8igned) Antonio Mendez
o Turner Williams

The Court ordered that the note be translated
by Don Juan Josef Duforest.

(Sizned) Miro
" Postigo.
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DOCUMENT #2456

The translation shows that in the state
of South Carolina, on April 12, 1790, Samuel
Scott, Edougrdo Keating and Jean Perkings and
other individuals declared that said Negroes
were stolen and lead to some Spanish Post or
settlement in Western territories, which is
against the law and dignity of the state of
South Carolina,

(8igned) Juan Josef Duforest

The Court grants petitioner's request and
authorizes him to visit warious Posts of this
Province to search for the negroes,

(Signed) Miro
¥ Postigo

Turner Williams again petitions the Court
and declares that as he is obliged to appear be=-
fore all Commanders of the different Posts of this
Province, that the Court order the Clerk of Court
to issue copies of the camplete records of these
proceedings detaching from the original documents
he had presented and to release same to him as
wall as the costs of Court to be appraised and
paid by the petitioner, which amounts to 1l pesos
7 reales,

(8igned) William Turner

The Court accepted the petitioner's plea. J

(8igned) Miro
" Postigo.

23(a)
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DOCUMENT NO. 2457
BQX 58

‘ File #1836 ) PROCEEDINGS INSTITUIED BY

April 12, 1790 ) PHYSICIANS DON ESTEVAN FOUIGNET

Judge: ) DE PELLEGRUE AND DON LUIS GIOVEL-

Josef de Ortega ) LINO AND BY DON JUAN BAUTISTA

C.C.: Pedro ) CARRABY

Pedesclaux )

Pages 1 to 9 ) Va. a

Spanish & French } THE SUCCESSION OF DON LUIS LAFITTE, |
)

Plaintiffs petitioned the Court alleging
that as evidenced by the three promissory notes
duly presented, the succession of Don Juan Lafitte
owed them various sums, as follows:

34 pesos to physician Don Estevan Fouignet
de Pellegrue for medicines, 14 pesos 4 reales to
Physician Luis Leovellina, and 31 pesos 6 reales,
to Don Juan Bautista Corraby, for mourning apparel
furnished to the son of Lafitte.

Wherefore they begged the Court, that as
the succession's property had been sold, to order
the Testamentary Executor, Don Geronimo Lachapelle,
to pay said clalims.

(Signed) Estevan Fouignet de Pellegrue
" Antonio Mendez
" Luis Leovellina
" Corraby and Sons.

The Court granted the sbove petition.

(Signed)

Josef de Ortegza.
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DOCUMENT #2457
(Cont'd.)

‘t Don Geronimo Lachapelle, Testamentary
- Executor, for the Succession of Lafitte infomed
the Court that he will pay the said claim.

The case ends here, and the costs amounted
to 6 pesos and 4 reales.

24 (a) /J-




DOCUMENT NO. 2458

BOX S8

File #1763 )
April 15, 1780 )
Judge: Gov, H. Miro ) FRANCISCO CROIZET,JR.
C.C: P. Pedeseclaux ) OF CABAHAROGE
Pages 6 to 9 ) VS.
Spenish ) LORENZO FARRE.

) TO COLLECT A DEBT.

First five pages are missing.

Translation of sn inveice from Fremeh into
Spanish, for 180 pesos, covering the work performed by
the plaiantiff end his slaves in the indigo plantation
of the defendant, with the deposition of J witnesses,
Pedro Richart, Jusn Richard, Jr. and Juan Richard, Sr.,
in regard to the price agreements made between the
litigants,

(Signed) Esteven De (uimones.

The Court decrees that Luis Judice, Com=
pander of the Post of La Fourche either appoint two
arbitrators or hear the litizants himself if the
1itig nts refuse arbltration.

(Sigmed) Niro
- Lic.%‘heti;{\:‘-

The record is incomplete and in bad 1

condition.

26/r
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DOCUMENT NO. 2400

Don David Hodge, Jeo Proffet and Dom David
Ross, Testamentary Executors for the succession
and Don Egstevan de Quinomes, Attormey for the
absent Vidow, jointly agreed to the payment of
said claim,

(8!.9-4) Anml::nhl
®*  David Hodge
» Esteven de (uinones

24(a)
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DOCUMENT #2460
BOX 58

File #1825 )
April 15, 1790 )
Judges Estevan ) CASE OF
Miro ) BENJAMIN FARAR
CeCs Pedro ) vs.
Pedesclaux ) THE SUCCESSION OF
Pages 1 to 8 ) DON HENRIQUE ALEXANDER
Spanish g

Plaintiff, a resident of False River, Pointe
Coupee Diste, at present in the City, petitioned
the Court alleging that as evidenced by the bill
duly presented, the succession of Don Henrigque
Alexander was indebted to him in the sum of 126
pesos 2% reales for lumber sold to him in order
to build a house in Baton Rouge, Wherefore he
begged the Court, that the Testamentary Executors |
of the aforementioned succession appear before the |
Court and satisfy his claim, !

\

(8igned) Benjamin Farar

The Cowrt granted the above petition, and
ordered that the said bill be translated.

(8igned) Miro
- Postigo

Don Juan Josef Dufore, in compliance with
the Court decree, made the translation of said

bill,
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DOCUMENT NO.2461
BOX 58

File #2014 )
April 15,1790 )

J Judge: Governor)

' Estevan Miro ) MESSRS.PEDRO WALKER & JUAN HENDERSON
C.C:Pedro JRESIDENTS AND TOBACCO PLANTERS OF NATCHEZ
Pedesclaux ) PETITIONED GOVERNOR MIRO, TO OBTAIN A

Pages 1 to 24 ) TERM OF ONE YEAR DEBT MORATORIUM.

7 Spanish only )

)

Petitioners, duly presented a certified '
account, showing that they were indebted the total ‘
sum of 5,315 pesos and 2 reales to various business
men of New Orleans and that various inhabitants of
the Natchez district were indebted to them in the
sum of 11,338 pesos, and 4 reales, which sum said
ereditors could not pay at this time because their
tobacco crops, had for the past two years been of
inferior quality due to weather condition, and had
been rejected by the Royal Warehouses.

Wherefore: they prayed the Court to order
their creditors to grant them the term of one year
in which to pay said indebtedness.

(Signed) Walker & Henderson

The Court ordered the listed creditors to
verify the certified account and acknowledge their
signatures.

(Signed) Miro (Signed) Postigo

} In the City of New Orleans, on April 22,
1790. Before the present Court Clerk appeared the
following creditors, Messrs. Reaud & Fortier, Evan &
Jemes Jones, Jacob Cowperthwait, Antoine Cavelier,

7 L o




DOCUMENT # 2462
BOX 58

File # 53 )
April 16, 1790) INCIDENTAL PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY

Pages 1 to B

Judge: Miro ) DANIEL CLARK, IN CONSEQUENCE OF
C.C: ) CESSION OF PROPERTIES MADE BY DON
R. Perdomo ) DUCOURNEAU, IN FAVOR OF HIS CREDITORS.
Spanish )
)
)

Don Daniel Clark, a resident and merchant
of New Orleans, through the Procurator Don Antonio
Mendez, informs the Court that he hss received copy
of the proceedings regarding the cession of properties
made by Don Simon Ducourneau, to his ereditors, and
Don Daniel Clark being one of the creditors, and
holding a mortgage, in part of his properties he
begs the Court to order an inventory of all the
properties, so they can be sold at a public auetion
without including there the properties that are
covered by his mortgage and in case his mortgage
should not cover all his eredit, he may institute
proceedings against the balance of the properties
in order to complete the payment of the debt.

Petitioner further begs the Court to
order the Clerk of Court to lezalize the said
mortgage in his favor as the original of same is
recorded in the archives of the Clerk of Court.

(Signed) Antonio Mendez
. Daniel Clark

The Court accepted the petitionmer's plea.

(Signed) Miro
" Postigo
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DOCUMENT NO. 2462
BOX 58
(Cont*d.)

EXHIBIT: DEED OF SALE WITH MORTGAGE.

Don Daniel Clark, resident of New
Orleans, sold to Don Simon Duceourneau of New
Orleans, three bush negroes, unnamed, brought
here from Jamaica in his schooner named "New
Orleans.”

After the Court examined the proceedings
of the testimony presented it was forwarded to
the creditors for their examination.

(Signed) Miro
iy Postigo

The case ends here; the cost of Court
amounted to 4 pesos 7 Reales.

23(a)/r




DOCUMENT NO. 2463

Box 81;{5//
File /61 )
April 17, 1790 )
Judge: Governor Miro) DON ANDRES MOLINA
No Court Clerk ) REQUESTING A COFY OF DEED OF SALE
Page 1 ) FOR THE PURCHASE OF
Spanish ) A NEGRESS SLAVE

)

Petitioner, medical interne of the

Royal Hospital of New Orleans, petitioned Governor
Miro, alleging that he hed previously solicited a
copy of deed of sale from Don Rafael Perdomo, Court
Clerk, who declined to furnish same, because said
Clerk had already furnished a copy of said deed of
sale to the party who had sold the petitiomer the
slave.

Therefore petitioner prayed the Court
to grant him a copy of above sale.

(Signed) Andres Molina

The Court order-d as requested.

{Signed) Miro
" Postigo

J.D/r
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pocmeEnT £ 2404
X 58
{Cont*a,)

soattered papers, four shirts, a bolt of fairie, 8
hondkerohiefs, a palr of trousers, and a spying
glass, The corpse and goods Were sent to the city
in = eart snd the negro w8 buried, Deponent wn8
informed that a=id negro belonged to one enlled
Deforge.

(Gizned) Earinue Mentzinger
¥iro
Poatipgo
FPeFedesclaux

Federieo Autemnn, Jergesnat of the
permsnent regimeat of NHew Orlesns, daposed that
an Englishe-n whosze nome he ignored, came to the
Treasury to cl=im a trunk whieh hed dean atolen
from him. He shoved a key aa evidence, which
ritted in the lock of ssia tyunk. The witness
séded, that en Indian directed the soldiers to n
spot in the woods wherse » REgIV Was hidden, are |
rested snd sesrched, They found on #nid negro a
silver wateh, snd severnl other sm-ll objacta of |
no valud.

{Sizned) Federico Autman
Kiro
Poatigo
Pedro Pedesglnux,
Slerk of Court.

¥anyel Peres, 24 ye-rs, corporalj Jusn
Tarpe 23 years, private; John Machery, 26 yesre,
tailor; Alomso Ortisz, 36 yenrs; Jumn Fodrigues,
23 years, priwmte, sybstantiated the ahbove
deponiticas,

_—-4
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JA 9D
. Senns \
Vel inued )

iiened Uonuel Perez

Q
[
L
- 2
&

Peiro lDeforge daglarsd ins =
sener of & runaway negro, but sot of the slnin
118 e e igaores whom 1t belongs to, oF ¥RO killed
him,

{(Gigned) |

e Fodesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Suillermo Smith, 35 yesrs, declares thet
s trunk had been stolen from hiwm ronsainirg 4dry
goods , wenring apparel, a ailver wntch and other
saall personal articles, e identilfies averythin
except the silver watol becsuse he had purchased
sne £ days ngo =nd s not sure the one atolen Wad
af hie cwnership. le Suggests it might belong %o

e H. Erwing.

(=
=
5
™
e
W
<
]
z
,




DOOTFINT %0. 2464
agx OB
{Cuntinusd)

on April S1st, 1780, the suapectad
segro declares that he bma Been s runaway slave
for the past 3 mounths, that his neze 18 Jaegues, A
earpanter by trade, native of Carclina, belonging
to ¥rs. Filipesux of St.James parish on the Coast
of Aendians.

Coming to New Orleens in the Fe<¥ of
Beltran OGravier plantetiocn, he saw four negr-oes
arsed with guns, one was ealled Domingue, belonging
to ¥r, Encelt Liveudeis, and the other enlled Jorge,
property of Jusa Bta. tecarty. The others wele un-
known to him.

fhe Deponeant explained that he had spent
the aizht with a friend gnlled Mero sho lived in
the house of ¥r, Mosento and at dny bresk he went
{nto the woods to grther Some BaSS. lle snm the
four negroes ag-in who Were drinking liquor =nd
were cunrreling absut the loot, Dominioue killed
the unidentified negrs, striking him =ith a jun.
the degonent tried %o intervene but wns overpovered
by the other negross. Dominique thea left, foX-
getting some of the loot thnt was picked up by
deponent, who questioned asid negroes as to the
1oaation of the robbery but the neqroes rafused to
anssere

¥inelly the deponent declerss that the
2 slaves belonging 3 Hr. Hosanto nwmad Providensina
snd Jorge had seen the four negroec in guestion.

tjiuﬂﬂd) Eiro
>atizo
Jusn Josef Duforeat
redro Pedesslaax
Jlerk of Court.




L
-

:

DROUEANT KO. 2464
80X 58
{Continued)

Naro, 50 yesrs old, slave of Wr.
¥be=nto, declared that the suspect Jacques property

of ¥ras. Filipesax did not sleep in his master's house

oa the night the theft was comaitted. [ knew the
negro Jacques by sight but was mot acquainted with
him,

(Signed) Miro
Foatigo
Juan Josef Dufarsst
Pedro Pedesclsux
Clerk of Court,

Prudencia, negress, 31 years old, slave
of ¥r, Hossnto, declared thet she dops not sleep in
ber master®s bouse but at the house of the widow
Gary. She 1s not sure that she inmows the suspect
sud her master has no slave onlled Jorge. (lLzter
¥r. Mossnto himself corroborates thi: statement).

(Bigned) ¥iro
Postigo
Junn Joseph
Duforsst
Vedro Pedesclaux
Clark of Court.

The suspect is eross-examined and aduits
thet he has someshat devimted from the truth bdut
the main susteins hiz former declarstion.

(31gned) Hiro
“natigo
Juan Joseph Luforest
Pedro Pedeselaux
Clerk of Court.




DOCTMENT NO. 2464
BOX S8
(Continued)

Antonio Mendez, who has been appointed
District Attorney to prosecute this ease, asks
that the negro defendant be sentenced to receive
200 lashes around the usual streets of New Orleans,
and that he be returned to his mistress, on condi-
tion that she keeps him in chains and irons for a
period of 8 years. The proprietress to pay for
the dmmages,

(Signed) Antonio Mendez.

The Court orders that notice of the above
petition be served to Mrs, Filipeaux proprietress
of the defendant but as she could not be loeated in
Rew Orlesns the Court appointed Santiago Felipe
Guinault attorney for the defense, who mccepts,

(Signed) Miro
Lie, Postigo
Felipe Guinault
P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Guinault alleges that inasmuch as said
negro was not an aceomplice in either erime but
tried to prevent the murder, and appropriated only
a few objects of the loot, that he had ne weaponms,
he should be relessed and the true delinquents be

found and punished.
(Signed) Felipe Guinault.,

On May 22, the Court reealls for crosse
examination Enrique Metzinger, Federico Autem=n,



SOIREENT NO. 2464
BOX 58
{Continued)

Manuel Perez, Jusa Tarpe, John ¥nckery, vlonso
Ortiz, Jum Hodriguez, Plerre Deforge, W=, Erving,
Begro Nero, Ysnusl Nosanto, Bm. Jmith, Lech one
gonfirss his first deposition.

(S1izned) Barique Mentzinger
Fedrieco Auteman
¥anuel Perei
John ¥ackey
Pierre leforgze
m, Erwing
im. Smith
izo
Foatizo
P.Jedenslnux,
Clerk of Court.

Governor ¥iro on circumstancinl evidence
condemna the negrs suspect o receive one hundred
lashes, »nd 6 years im prison.

{31gned) Hstewsn Miro
1ic. Jusn del Postizo
Pedrn Padesnclfux,
Clerk of Court.

lovernor Hiro, extrajudicially syspented
the above seatence pending the arrest of the other
ranreny negroes naunad by Tacgues, whose wh reabouts
pere more or less kmown by thalr mmsters, vho were
an thelr trall.

New Orlesns, Oot. 19, 1990,

{S1med! V. Puldeasisux
Clark of Court.

Dosgnent ends hers, sad the outcome of
the ¢=~se is not kKnowll.

RO
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DOCUMENT NO.2464
BOX 58

File #1768 )
April 17, 1790 )
Judge: Gov. Miro ) OFFICIAL CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS
C.C: P. Pedesclaux) INSTITUTED FOR A THEFT, AND THE
Spanish ) MURDER OF A NEGRO.
Pages 1 to 47 )

)

Report of Governor Miro, of the finding
of the body of & murdered unidentified negro, order=
ing that an inguest be made about said murder.

April 17, 1790.

(Signed) Estevan Miro
Lic. Postigo
Pedro Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court.

Surgeon Robert Dow certifies that the body
of the murdered negro shows ecuts about the cheeks
and temples, seemingly produced by a sharp instrument.
He points out to a wound in the temple which is deep
in the brain causing the death of said negro.

(8igned) Robert Dow
" Miro
Postigo
Pedro Pedesclaux

Enrique Mentzinger, Adjutant, appeared
and deposed that on the previous day the soldier had
found in the outskirts of the city the corpse of a
negro; and in a moat around the city walls they
also found a trunk containing two bottles and a
broken hemmer near the trunk were two guns, several

e




DOCUMENT # 2464
BOX 58
(Cont'd.)

scattered papers, four shirts, a bolt of fabriec, 8
handkerchiefs, a pair of trousers, and a spying
glass. The corpse and goods Were sent to the city
in a2 eart and the negro was buried. Deponent was
informed that said negro belonged to one called
Deforge.

(Signed) Enrique Mentzinger
Miro '
Postigo
P.Pedesclaux

Federico Auteman, Sergeant of the (W
permanent regiment of New Orleans, deposed that f
an Englishmsn whose name he ignored, came to the {
Treasury to claim a trunk which had been stolen Y
from him. He showed a key as evidence, which ’
fitted in the lock ‘of said trunk., The witness
added, that an Indian directed the soldiers to a
spot in the woods where a negro was hiddem, ar-
rested and searched., They found on sald negro a
silver wateh, and several other small objects of
no value.

(Signed) Federico Autman
Miro
Postigo
Pedro Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court.

Meanuel Perez, 24 years, corporal; Juan
Tarpe 23 years, private; John Machery, 26 years,
tailor; Alonso Ortiz, 36 years; Juan Rodriguez,
23 years, private, substantiated the above
depositions.

y




DOCUMENT NO. 2464
BOX 58
(Continued)

Signed Manuel Perez
John Machery
Miro
Postigo
P.Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court.

Pedro Deforge declared that he was the
owner of a runaway negro, but not of the slain
one. He ignores whom it belongs to, orT who killed
him.

(Signed) Pierre Deforge
Miro
Postigo
P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Guillermo Smith, 35 years, declares that
a trunk had been stolen from him containing dry
goods, wearing apparel, a silver watch and other
small personal articles. He identifies everything
except the silver watch because he had purchased
one 2 days ago and is not sure the one stolen was
of his ownership. He suggests it might belong %o
one W. Erwing.

(Signed) William Benj. Smith
Miro
Postigo
P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

William Erwing, 44 years, states that
the silver watch does not belong to him.

(Signed) Wim. Erwing
Miro
Postigo
P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of C.ourt




DOCUMENT NO. 2464
BOX 58
(Continued)

On April 21st, 1790, the suspected
negro declares that he has been a Trunaway slave
for the past 3 months, that his name is Jacques, a
carpenter by trade, native of Carolina, belonging
to Mrs. Filipeaux of St.James Parish on the Coast
of Acadians.

Coming to New Orleans in the resr of
Beltran Gravier plantation, he saw four negroes
armed with guns, one was called Domingue, belonging
to Mr. Enoult Livaudeais, and the other called Jorge,
property of Juesn Bta. Mccarty. The others were un-
known to him.

The Deponent explained that he had spent
the night with a friend ealled Nero who lived in
the house of Mr. Mosanto and at day break he went
into the woods to gather some moSS. He saw the
four negroes agcin who were drinking liquor and
were quarreling about the loot, Dominique killed
the unidentified negro, striking him with a gun.
The deponent tried to intervene but was overpowered
by the other negroes. Dominique then left, for=
getting some of the loot that was picked up by
deponent, who questioned said negroes as to the
location of the robbery but the negroes refused to

answer.

Finally the deponent declares that the
2 slaves belonging to Mr. Mosanto named Providencia
and Jorge had seen the four negroes in question.

(Signed) Miro
Postigo
Juan Josef Duforest
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.




DOCUMENT NO. 2464
BOX 58
(Continued)

Nero, 50 years old, slave of Mr,
Mosasnto, declared that the suspect Jacques property
of Mrs., Filipeaux did not sleep in his master's house
on the night the theft was committed. He knew the
negro Jacques by sight but was not acquainted with
him,

(Signed) Miro
Postigo
Juan Josef Duforest
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Prudencia, negress, 31 years old, slave
of Mr. Mosanto, declared that she does not sleep in
her master's house but at the house of the widow
Gary. She is not sure that she knows the suspect
and her master has no slave called Jorge. (Later
Mr. Mosanto himself corroborates this statement).

(Signed) Miro
Postigo
Juan Joseph
Duforest
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

The suspect is cross-examined and admits
that he has somewhat deviated from the truth but
on the main sustains his former declaration.

(Signed) Miro
Postigo
Juan Joseph Duforest
Pedro Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.
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Antonio Mendez, who has been appointed
District Attorney to prosecute this case, asks
that the negro defendant be sentenced to receive
200 lashes around the usual streets of New Orleans,
and that he be returned to his mistress, on condi-
tion that she keeps him in chains and irons for a
period of 8 years. The proprietress to pay for
the damages.

(Signed) Antonio Mendez.

The Court orders that notice of the above
petition be served to Mrs, Filipeaux proprietress
of the defendant but as she could not be loecated in
New Orlesns the Court appointed Santiago Felipe
Guinault attorney for the defense, who accepts.

(Signed) Miro
Lic. Postigo
Felipe Guinault
P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Guinault alleges that inasmuch as said
negro was not an accomplice in either crime but
tried to prevent the murder, and appropriated only
a few objects of the loot, that he had no weapons,
he should be released and the true delinquents be
found and punished.

(Signed) Felipe Guinault.

On May 22, the Court recslls for crosse
examination Enrique Metzinger, Federico Autemsn,
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Manuel Perez, Juan Tarpe, John Mackery, Alonso
ortiz, Juan Rodriguez, Pierre Deforge, Wm. Erwing,
Negro Nero, Msnuel Mosanto, Wm. Smith. Each one
confirms his first deposition.

(Signed) Enrique Mentzinger
Fedrico Auteman
Manuel Perez
John Mackey
Pierre Deforge
Wm. Erwing
Wm. Smith
Miro
Postigo
P.Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court.

Governor Miro on circumstancial evidence
condemns the negro suspect to receive one hundred
lashes, and 6 years in prison.

(Signed) Estevan Miro
Lic. Juan del Postigo
Pedro Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Court.

Governor Miro, extrajudieially suspended
the above sentence pending the arrest of the other
runaway negroes named by Jacques, Whose whereabouts
were more or less known by their masters, who were
on their trail.

New Orlesns, Oct. 19, 1790.

(Signed) P. Pedesclaux
Clerk of Court.

Document ends here, and the outcome of
the case is not known.

Es/r
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April 17, 1790 )

File #1775 ) CASE OF

Judges Andres ) DON AUGUSTIN CARSELLES
Almonester ) Vs.

CeCs Pedro ) DON GABRIEL RUFAT
Pedesclaux ) TO COLLECT PAST DUE WAGES.
Pages 1 to 8 )

Spanish ;

Plaintiff petitioned, alleging that defendant
is indebted to him the sum of 200 pesos in arrears
for wages accrued while in the latter's employ,
and requested the Court to order defendant to ap-
pear and declare under oath if said allegation is
true, and to withhold defendant's passport to leawve
New Orleans until the termination of these proceed-
ingse

The Court granted petitioner's prayers,

The Court Clerk reported that defendant
called at his office but refused to make declara-

tione
(8igned) Pedro Pedesclaux

Plaintiff again petitioned that in view of
defendant's disrespect for the law that he be incar-
cerated until the conclusion of this suit,

The record shows that the Court in view of
the evidence submitted by both litigants, which
tends to prove that plaintiff was not thired by de-
fendant, but instead was working under a partner-
ship agreement and had feiled to render account

i
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whereby a warrant had been issued to the Comman-
der of the Pointe Coupee Distriet, to investigate
and submit to the Court at New Orleans his find=-
ingse Wherefore the Court decreed that this case
be continued in said Distriot before said Comman=-
der until its conclusion.

Case is incomplete and ends with above decree.

JeD./0e
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BOX 58
File #1812 ) PETITION OF
April 17, 1780 ) FRANCISCO DURCY
Judges Estevan ) TO OBTAIN A COPY OF
Miro ) THE TESTAMENT OF
C.Ct P. Pedesclaux) DON CARLOS BRAZEAUX.
ppe 1 - 83 )
Spenish 3

as ourator of Dona Franoisce Durcy, his daughter,
who is one of the heirs of Carlos Brazesux, asks
to be given a copy of the will of said Brazeaux.

(alies Fanchonette) is to receive 1000 pesos as
followss

300 pesos and 400 pesos, each installment 2 years
aparte

is heir to 600 pescse Therefore, Durcy, Sr. pe-
titions for a writ of execution against the Suce=
cession of Brazeaux to obtain payment of the firs®
300 pesos due on the first installment, which sum
was paid without any further pr?ceedings, the costs
J of Court amounting to 9 pesos 47 reales.

Brageaux Jre, dies, and in Ootober 31, 1793,

Francisco Durcy Sr., of New Orleans, acting

(8igned) Francisco Durcy
o Felipe Guinault
Brazeaux! will discloses that Francisca Durcy

300 pesos two years after Brazeaux' death,

Franeisco Durey Jr., son of the petitioner,

Later, Maria Luisa Alaric, widow of Carlos
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Francisco Durcy Sr. again petitions the Court %o
obtain a copy of her last will, also a copy of the
contract of marriage passed between her and her

husband,

(8igned) Francisco Durecy, Sr.
" Felipe Guinault

Maria Luisa Alaric, names as universal heir,
in her will, Josef Bonneville, her second husband,
who lives on & plantation outside of New Orleans,
and by request of Francisco Duroy he is notified
not to leave, or in case he does, to appoint a re-
presentative,

As heir to the succession of Brazeaux=Alarie,
Josef Bonneville owes 400 pesos, balanoe due on the
1000 pesos to Franoisca Durcy, 600 pesos %o Franeisco
Durecy, Jre and 200 pesos to petitioner's wife Francis-
os Alarice According to the conditions made in
Brazeaux! will, Francisca Durcy is not yet entitled
to her third installment, but inasmuch as Brazeaux?
wife has died, Durcy asks that the whole amount due
to his daughter, plus the 200 pesos due to his wife,
making a total of 1,200 pesos, be paid him.

(Signed) Franeisco Durcy |

The Court decrees that Bonneville must deliver
to Durcy 1000 pesos, but withhold action on the 200
pescs until Durcy establishes his wife's rights of

inheritance.

(8igned) Lte Baron de Caronde=
let.
9 Nicolas Ma. Vidal.

&4
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Bonneville grants power of Attorney to Josef
de Piernas, and asks permission to examine the

records of theze proceedings, he informs the Court
he has no copy of the Contract of marriage between
his late wife and her first husband.

(8igned) Josef Piernas

Durcy petitions for a writ of execution against
Bonneville., He informs the Court that there is a
clause in the marriage contract of Maria Luisa Alarie
and Carlos Brazeaux, Jre that in the event their
marriage would be childless, there were 1,600 pesos
(Breaux' donation) that would be inherited by the
closest bride's relatives; in this case, Francisca
Alaric, wife of the petitioney, and her two absent
brothers are the lawful heirse.

Furthermore, Bonneville's property is mostly
comprised of slaves who may die before his olaim is
settled; that the succession, exclusive of the pe~
titioner's olaims owes 3,100 pesos, that, Francisco
Durcy, Jre, has a claim in it for six years salary
in arrears; that Bonneville owes, personally, over
4,000 pesos; therefore, in order to protect the in-
terests of his children, he petitions that Bonneville's
property be seized as it will take five months to
secure all the papers from Illinois to justifyy Durcy's
olaim, who prays that his claim be given preferential

status.

(Signed) Francisco Durecy

Bonneville admits the legitimaecy of Durcy's
claim, but admits having no money %o settle sai@
claim; he therefore asks %o be given one ?onth in
order to pay the 1,000 pesos for an immediate sale
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would cause him a great loss; as guaranty Bommeville
offers four slaves of his ownershipe.

(8igned) Josef Piernas

Durcy refuses the above proposition, alleging
that the defendant is too much indebted, he there-
fore petitions that the seizure be carried out at

Onceée

(Signed) Francisco Durcy

The Court then seizes a plantation located
between the properties of Mme. Foucher and Lorenzo
Sigur, where defendant residess

(S8igned) Francisco Pascalis
de la Barre,
" Josef Piernas
¥ Pedro Pedesclaux,
Clerk of Courte.

Duroy petitions that the plantation be ap-
praised and sold; he also oalls the attention of
the Court that Brazeaux had pledged the plantation
to guaranty the sum bequeathed, therefore he prays
that the Court protect the absent heirs by eppointe
ing an attorney for them.

(8igned) Franoisco .Durey

Bonneville informs the Court that Luis de
Macarty wishes to purchase the plantation, pay
Durcy and assume the responsibility of the other

legatees.

(Signed) J« Bonneville

__4
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The Court accepts Bomnewville's proposal to
sell the plantation to Luis Macarty, provided he
is willing to pay Breaux' legatees, and offers
said property as security in the fulfillment of
his promises

(8igned) Lt,. Baron de
Carondelet
" Nicolas M, Vidal

Durcy accepts above proposal, but calls the
attention of the Court to the fact that Bonneville
is withholding the contract of marriage between
Brazeaux and his wifes He claims said document
shows that petitioner's wife and in-laws are entitled
to receive 1,600 pesos according to Brazeaux' wishes,
therefore before passing the sale Macarty must guaran-
ty by mortgage on said property to pay this sum,
which claims he will establish by the receipt of
documents from Black Islandse.

(8igned) Francisco Durcy

The Court granted the petition and ordered
that the costs of the proceedings be paid by
Josef Bonneville, amounting to 92 pesos 6 reales,
New Orleanse. February 17, 1794.

On may 14, 1794, Benito de Ste. Claire, Sre
resident of Attakapas, one of the absent legatees
of Carlos Brazeaux, Jre, petitions to collect from
the Succession of Maria Luisa Alaric, wife of said
Brazdeaux, the sum of 500 pesose

(Signed) Francois Pascalis
Lebarre, £ilse

/‘
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Josef Bonmeville, heir to the Suocession of
Maris Luisa Alaric, approves Ste Clair's claim and
asks that Don Luis Macarty pay as agreed when he
purchased the property of said succession.

(Signed) Joseph Bonneville

Don Luis Macarty settled the olaim and obtained
receipt as followst

Franoisco and Francisca Durocy, 1000 pesos;
Benito Ste. Claire, Jre 500 pesos; Josef, Francisca
and Luis Brazeaux, 2000 pesosj Juan Bautista and
Basilio Alariec, 450 pesos; Josef Bonneville, heir
of his wife, Maria Luisa Alaric, 150 pesos, the
ebove settlements lifted the mortgage on Luis Maoarty's
propertye.

The Court costs paid by Josef Bonneville
amounted to 23 pesose

26/0
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BOX 58

File #1904 )

Apri} 17, 1790 ) OESSION OF PROPERTY
Judges Estevan ) MADE BY

Mire ) JOSEPH MALIGE
c.Cs Pedesclaux) TO HIS CREDITCRS.
ppe 1 to 110 )

Spanish %

Joseph Malige, a resident of the Post of
Natchitoches at present jnoarcerated in the Public
Jail of New Orleans, by virtue of the Executive
proceedings instituted against him by Don Louis
Delalande Dapremont to collect a past due debt, pe=
titioned the Court stating that he is unable to pay
nis debts and had requested his ereditors to grant
him an extension of two years which they refused,
wherefore petitioner ceeded all his property in
favor of his oreditors and requested that he be re=
leased from incarceration, and stated that his assets
amounted to 3,021 pesos and his total indebtedness
amounted to 2¢631e

(8igned) Antonio Mendez
Joseph Malige

The record shows that all his creditors were
notified to appear in Court to present their elaims
and that Don Louis Delalande Dapramont, petitioned
the Court to release the said Malige and to issue
warrant instructing Don Louis Le Blanc, Commander of
Natohitoches, to sell all of Malige's property, and
remit the proceeds to this City to be placed at the
disposal of this Court .

(signed) Delalande Dapumont




2e
DOCUMENT #2468

The Court granted petitioner's prayer in its
entirety,
(S8igned) Miro

Malige again petitioned the Court, requesting
a debt moratorium of two years, in order to pay his
ereditors based on the fact that his assets are
greater than his liebilities and that he is the sole
support of a wife and six children.

(8igned) Joseph Malige
Antonio Mendesz.

The following undersinged creditors, in view
of the above faots, petitioned the Court stating
that they were satisfied to grant Malige the two
years debt moratorium which he requested.

(Signed) Vivant Duclat and Loulie Co
Delalande Dapremont |
Vecente Gonzalses
Francisco Galebert
Pierre Sauve,
Testamentary executor,
for Pierre Bidou Hupart.

An itemized account was furnished to the Court
by each oréditor showing the extent of their claim
against Maligee The appraisal of the Court cost to
register and incorporate each individual account a-
mounted to 23 pesos, 2 reales to be paid by above
mentioned oreditorse

The record shows that the cost of these proceed-
ings were appraised at 41 pesos 7 reales to be paid by

Maligeo

24(a)
Oe

—
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BOX 58

File #1905 )
April 17, 1790 )
Judges Miro ) DON PEDRO MIOTON
C.Cs Pedro ) VS.
Pedesclaux ) RENNE BROUSSARD 5
Spanish & Fremch)  IN ORDER TO COLLECT A DEBT. ‘
ppe 1 - 4 )

)
EXHIBITs

I promise to pay to Mr. Pierre Mioton the sum

of 200 pesos balance due for the price of a negre
that I have bought from said Sieur. I agreed %o
pay said amount in the presence of a witness to pay

gs followss

Within three months I will pay one hundred
dollars and three months later I will pay the
balance due of one hundred dollars, making total
amount of two hundred paid in full. As T do not
know how to sign I make a oross in the presence

of these witnessess

Che Lorty

Mark of Te. Renne Broussard
A. Dubroque

Jhe Sauvage

Don Pedro Mioton, resident of New Orlemns,
petitioned the Court, alleging that as evidenoced
by the promissory note he duly presents, defendant
Don Renne Broussard, a resident of Post of Attacapas |
owes him the sum ef 200 pesos and as he is indebted
to the Royal Treasurer for a larger amount, he begs
the Court to issue a writ of attachment to Don Juan
Lavillebeauve, new Commander of the Post of Attacapas
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in order to compel Don Broussard to pay the sum
claimed by the plaintiff and send same to this
Court,as part of payment to the Royal Treasurers

(Signed) Pedro Mioton.

The Court takes cognizance of the presentation
of the said promissory note and issues the warrant
requested by the plaintiff which together with the
promissory note are forwarded to said Commander of
seme Post, instructing him to collect from Don Renne
Broussard the sum claimed by the plaintiff, plus the
cost of Court, which amounted to 5 pesos and 4 reales.

(Signed) Mire
8 Postigoe

23(&)/00
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File #1999 )

April 17, 1790 ) CASE OF

Judges Gove Miro )

CeCs Po Pedesclaux ) DON FRANCISCO FITY

PeDPe 1 = 4. ) Vs.

Spanish ) DON NICOLAS DELISLE.
)

EXHIBITs

Promissory note payable to bearer on demand,
signed at New Orleans, January 2, 1789, by Nicolas
Delisle and the mark of his wife Marie Demarre
Delisle, witnessed by Fr. Augustin Lamarre, for the
sum of 65 plastres,.

Plaintiff, resident of New Orleans through
Don Antonio Mendez, his agent, petitioned the Court,
alleging that as evidenced by the promissory note
duly presented, defendant is indebted to plaintiff
for the past due sum of 65 pésos.

Therefore petitioner prayed the Court %o order
the said Delisle who is now in this City to verify
his signature and acknowledge the said debt, and to
order the issuance of a warrant attaching copy of
this petition and its deoree addressed to the Com=
mander of Terre-aux-boeufs, in the District of St,
Bernard, requesting Madame Marie DeMarre Delisel,
who is a resident of said place, to verify her mark
and acknowledge the said debt,

The Court in view of the evidence presented
ordered Don Nicolas Delisle to appear and depose
as requested by petitioner and ordered the issuance
of a warrant addressed to the Commander of the District
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of St, Bernard ordering him to summon the said
Madame Delisle to do likewise.

(8igned) Mire
" Postigo

At New Orleans, on April 26, 1790, before
the present Court Clerk, appeared Don Nicolas
Delisle, 52 years old, who deposed that due to
his impairment of vision he could not recognize
the said signature affixed at the foot of said
note, but acknowledged owing the said sume

(Signed) N. Delisle
Signed before me,

(Signed) Pedro Pedesclaux

The case ends here and does not show the final
outcome of these proceedingse

J«D/0.




DOCUMENT NO. 2453

BOX 58

File #78 )
April 18, 1790)
Judge: Gov. ) CASE OF
Miro ) DON FRANCOIS MELIZET
C.C:Perdomo ) Vs
Pages 1 to 78 ) DON JACQUES (SANTIAGO) MICHEL
Spanish and ) TO0 COLLECT PAST DUE DEBT
French )

)

Plaintiff, a wetchmaker and resident of
New Orleans petitioned the Court alleging that
defendant is indebted to him for the pest due sum
of 273 pesos, evidenced by a board bill and & note
endorsed by defendant, therefore he prayed the Court
to order defendant to declare under oath if he is
. indebted for the said sum.

(Signed) F. Melizet

On April 9,1790, before the present
! Court Clerk appeared Don Jacques Michel, 40 years old,
1 resident of New Orleans who deposed that he did not
recognize the said board bill, but acknowledged have=
ing endorsed a note of Don Pedro La Salle in favor

of plaintiff.

The record shows that after a lengthy
litigation and presentation of numerous witnesses
for each litigent the Court decreed that defendant
must pay to plaintiff the sum of 378 pesos and 3

e e reales as follows:

30 pesos for board and room for one
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month and a half, 2 pesos, paid by plaintiff to
obtain defendant's release from jail, 6 pesos for
a gold locket which defendant confessed having in
his possession, 34 pesos for payment of a note en-
dorsed by defendant and paid by plaintiff in favor
of Mr, Melizett, 16 pesos for payment of another
note in favor of the widow Blanchard, as evidenced
in these proceedings, 287 pesos and 3 reales for
the payment of a note by plaintiff to Pierre La
Salle and which was endorsed by defendant and which
plaintiff was ordered to return to defendant in
order that the latter may collect above sum and
that the cost of court be appraised and be paid

on a fifty=-fifty basis by both litigants in addi=
tion to 72 reales for signature fees.

(Signed) Estevan Miro
< Attorney Juan del
Postigo

On Aug. 14, 1790, Don Louis Liotau,
official Court Appraiser, by virtue of proceding
decree appraised the court cost and signature
fees of proceedings, which amounted to 22 pesos

4 reales.

End of Proceedings.
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File #150
April 20, 1790

COPY OF THE PROCEEDINGS
INSTITUTED BY

)
)
Judges: Estevan Miro ) PABLO SEGOND
Martin Navarro ) Vs
C. C.: Rafael Perdomo ) GABRIEL FONVERGNE TO COL-
PP. 1 to 320 ) LECT DAMAGES IN CERTAIN
Spanish ) BUNDLES OF DRY GOODS
) BROUGHT FROM GUARICO TO
) NEW ORLEANS IN THE FRIGATE
) "NAVARRO."

Gabriel Fonvergne, captain and owner of the
frigate "Navarro" alleges that while loading mer-
chandise at Guarico (Sto. Domingo) a certain lot of
the cargo was caught in the rain, and that the pack-
ages were apparently in good condition before they
were placed in the hold, but when the shipment ar-
rived in New Orleans it was found damaged. He claims
that the damage resulted from the rain, not by the
condition of his ship or faulty storing. Therefore
in order to avoid respomsibility for said damages he
prays the Court to appoint several experts who will
inspect the boat and the merchandise in question,
and report their findings.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

Messrs. Francisco Badillo, Tomas Doudon, and
Juan Lacoste were the experts appointed by the Court
to proceed as petitioned.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court
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After inspecting the holds of the frigate
"Navarro" the experts reported said holds to be in
perfect condition, and the dameges to the merchandise
were caused by water, before the goods were admitted
on board, and not while in transit.

(Signed) Francisco de Sales
Badillo
Juan Labatut
F. Doudon
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

Julian Vienne and Carlos R. Hamelin, business
associates, alleged that according to the bill of
lading, Captain Fonvergne had agreed to bring from
Sto. Domingo a lot of merchandise consigned to them
in good condition, as sald merchandise were completely
damaged they refused to accept it and prayed the Court
%0 store it in the custom house in order that a body
of experts may inspect it and give a report of their
investigations.

(Signed) Vienne & Hamelin

The Court appointed Pedro St. Martin and Fran-
oisco Durel as petitioned and gave permission to
Gebriel Fonvergne, master of the vessel, %o appoint
other experts if he so desired.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

The experts reported a loss of about 30 reales
in 12 bolts of cloth and en average loss of 18.5% in
29 bolts of cloth. They stated that the damage %o
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said merchandise was not due to the condition of
the ship.

(Signed) St. Martin
Durel
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

Gabriel Dussen, merchant of New Orleans, also
complains sbout the comdition in which the merchandise
was brought to him by Gabriel Fonvergne's ship. He
refuses the goods consigned to him, and prays the
Court to appoint experts who will examine his ship-
ment at the Custom House.

(Signed) Dusser

The Court again appoints Francisco Durel and
Pedro St. Martin to inspect Dusser's shipment. They
report a loss of 15% damages in 6 bolts of cloth,
adding that the dsemage was not due to the condition
of the ship.

(Signad) St. Martin
Durel

Pablo Segond, merchant of New Orleans, filed
an affidavit declaring damages of a shipment of goods
consigned to him, brought from Sto. Domingo on the
*Navarro." He refused the merchandise which he lef%
%o the responsibility of Gebriel Fonvergne, master
of said vessel.

(Signed) Pablo Segond

Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court

Pablo Segond alleges that Captain Fonvergne
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h Pablo Segond alleges that Captein Fonvergne de-
¢lined any responsibility on the damages done %o his
shipment of dry goods. In order to prevent further
losses he petitioned that said merchandise be sold
at public auction for the account of the insurance
company in France and that petitioner be given the
proceeds of the sale, and let said petitioner act

as agent of the insurance compsmy to sue the carrier
for damages. He further requests the appointment of
twWo apprailsers.

(Signed) Pablo Segond

By appointment of the Court Francisco Durel
end Pedro St. Martin appraised two bundles of damaged
dry goods at 700 pesos.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

The Court grants the auction sale of Segond's
damaged merchandise, the proceeds to be delivered
o him.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano

Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

Pedro Jordan purchased both bundles of damaged
dry goods for 900 pesos.

Pablo Segond, acting in behalf of the insurance
company, petitioned that Gabriel Fonvergne, Master
of the "Navarro," be asked to idemtify his signature
appended at the foot of the bill of lading he pre-
sented,

i : i
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(Signed) Pablo Segond.

Gabriel Fonvergne deposed that the signature
appended at the foot of the bill of lading is his.
He brought to the attention of the Court that Segond
had obtained the bill of lading as a special favor
in order to be able to withdraw the goods from the
warehouse because he (Segomd) had failed to receive
the shipping documents on time, adding that said bill
of lading had to be submitted to the carrier because
the consignee already secured the shipment, therefore
he prayed that the Court return him the bill of lading
with Pablo Segond's signature written on the reverse
side as receipt for the shipment in question.

(Signed) G. Fonvergne
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

The Court granted the above petition, and the
costs of Court amounmted to 44 pesos.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

Pablo Segond in his behalf and for account of
the insurance company that covered his demaged ship-
ment, filed suit against Fonvergme, ship owner, al-
leging that the defendant should not have accepted
said merchandise on his ship before knowing the con-
dition of the goods inside the bundles which said

e
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defendant declared had been caught in the rain while
being loaded on board. The damage resulted from the
heat and prolonged storage imside the hold of the

ship during the trip from Sto. Domingo to New Orleans,
The incident should have been reported to the ship-
pers before stowing the goods on board. Therefore, |
he filed a claim against defendant for 3,356 pesos, ‘
which included the Court costs, demages, plus cost ‘
of value and profit of merchandise. He also peti=
tioned that Fonvergne's ship be seized in order to
guaranty payment of his claim.

(Signed) Pablo Segond
Mathias Alpuente.

The defendant presented a list of questions
which he petitioned the plaintiff to reply as follows:

1st. State if in the bill of lading the carrier had
stipulated that he "will pay or collect demages."

2nd. State if the entire consignment is covered by
one or several insurance compamies.

3rd. State if the damaged bundles are covered by ome
insurance company and the undamaged ones by the same
or different company.

4%h. State if defendent has a copy of the insuramce
policy.

5th. State what classification of damage his poliecy
covers, “ordinary" or “gross."

(Signed) Gabriel Fonmvergne

To the first question, the plaintiff declared
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that the defendamt obligated himself to deliver the
merchandise in good condition, as he had received
it, therefore the defendant should pay for damages.

2nd. Declared that he does not know how many ine
surance companies covered his shipmemt.

Srd. Declared that he does not know the details
covered by the insuranee company.

4%h. Declares that he has no copy of said policy.

5th. Declares that he is unable to answer that |
question but that defendamt is responsible for the
demage done to his consigmment.

(Signed) Pablo Segond.

Fonvergne accuses the plaintiff of oreating
imeginary laws., Aecording to a c¢lause in the bill
of lading the carrier ignores the contents of the
bundles. Therefore, he is not compelled to in-
vestigate whether or not said contents are damaged,
and if there are damsges, he will not pay for them
in the present case, the damage was not caused on
board of the ship, but while the merchandise was
transported in lighters from the dock to defendant's
ship, for and by shipper's account, and it is not
customary for captains or ship owners to defray such
expenses. He claimed that accidents or failure of
the ships or lighters resulting in demage to the
ecargo should be compensated by the insurance company
not by earriers. The defendant also contends that
he did not stow immediately the lot of merchandise
which was caught in the rain, but that it held it
for a whole day outside until the breezes had dried
it thoroughly, and merchandise did not show outside

signs of damages. Furthermore, captains and ship
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owners are not required by law to regulate the
loading and unloading of cargo depending on weather
conditions, the shippers and lightermen are the ones
concerned about the weather, and in case of rain
they should be prepared to protect their shipments
and inspect them if they suspect any dasmage done by
water; it may also be possible that the bundles in
question had not been damaged by the rain in Sto.
Domingo but by salt water when they were brought
from France to that island for transhipment to New
New Orleans.

The defendant stated that plaintiff exaggerated
the damage done %0 merchandise, and that the c¢laims
made by plaintiff would not be considered by the in-

surance company.

In answer to the plaintiff's petition %o have
defendent 's frigate seized as guaranty for merchandise
delivered in accordance with the c¢lauses in the bill
of lading, the defendant alleges that inasmuch as the
plaintiff has received his comsignment, he has no
¢laim on the ship since defendant pledges his ship
$0 guaranty the delivery of the merchandise he re-
ceives in trust, not as security for damage dome.
Finelly, the defendant asked by what authority the
plaintiff represented the insurance compeny when he
was unsble to produce even the policy of the shipment
which motivated this claim.

(Signed) Gebriel Fonvergne.

- - ——

The plaintiff setting aside the above contentions
insisted that the captain should have reported to the
proper authorities the incident about the rain, within
24 hours of his arrival in port before opening the

~ ——
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holds of his ship, by so doing he would have enabled
the shippers to file a c¢laim with the insurance
company for any damsges, while by omitting said
formality he prevented the plaintiff from availing
himself of such recourse. Finally, the plaintiff
alleges that it is the practice in Santo Domingo %o
let captains and owners pay lighterage charges amd
be responsible for whatever happems to the mer-
chandise on these barges or lighters, or the lighter-
men should answer to the ceptain for failing to duly
protect said merchandise, furthermore, the defendant
is accused of concealing the damage and stowing away
the shipment in a hurry lest the shipper may delay
the sailing by demanding a compensation, inasmuch as
the insurance company will not pay for damages occa-
sioned by the rain to merchsndise transported on
lighters, for captains and lightermen alike must
have tarpaulins ready at hand to protect the goods
from the rain. The plaintiff also petitions that
the defendant be prevented from leaving port until
he has settled the damages, and also declared that
he would not accept any other bond, but the defend-
ant's ship.

(Signed) Pablo Segond.

The Court granted the above petitionm.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

B e | R
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Fonvergne denies that captains and owners at
Santo Domingo must receive the cargo at the docks
and take it in lighters to their ships, at their risk.
He did not make any report within 24 hours of his ar-
rival in port, before the proper authorities because
there was no reason for suoh procedure since the ship
had not been battered by rough seas which may have
caused damages to the eargo, however as soon as he
discovered some damages he had taken the proper steps
$0 report them. He accepted the shipment in question
because there were no outside signs of deterioration.
To the contention that the insurance company will re-
fuse to pay for the damages because rain caused them,
the defendant answers that this is an "ordinary"
demage which, according to law, must be compensated
by agreement between the insurance and the insured,
but the insured can not give up part of the insured
lot as the plaintiff did, but must abandon the entire
lot and not part of it as did the insured. The de-
fendant closed by asking the Court to withdraw the
order of seizure of his frigate, and requested that
the judgmemt be given.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

The Ob\xrt orders the litigants to present whatever
they deem necessary.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

The plaintiff asks that the Chamber of Commerce
of Santo Domingo declare by letter if it is customary
in the port of Guarico that the captains and owners
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of ships transport in lighters at their owm risk the
cargo from shore to the vessels and that said cap-
tains and shipowners are to pay for any damages that
may ocour to the cargo while it is transported in said
lighters. He also petitions that the Court accept the
deposition of witnesses he will introduce, who will
declare if the phrase "ignore the contents" written
in the bill of lading allows captains and shipowners
%0 deliver damaged cargo when they acknowl edge to have
received the shipment in good condition when shipments
have been caught in the rain while in lighters, if
e¢aptains accept them without notifying the shippers
and by this failure deprive the shippers of their
c¢laim with the insurance companies, furthermore, if
when arriving in port, the captain and two officers
should not report within 24 hours %o the proper
authorities for any irregularity that may be foumnd
before opening the holds.

(Signed) Pablo Segond

By consent of the Court, Felix Mather declared
that the phrase "it is declared to be = and ignore
the contents™ written in the bills of lading re~
lieves the captains and owners of vessels of their
responsibility in the gquality of the contents of
bundles and containers, but does not excuse them to
pay for damages. In Guarico it is customary for
captains to receive the cargo from shore and assume
responsibility therefrom smd they are held respon-
sible for damages although lightermen must answer
to said captains for any deamages. In case of damages
produced by the rain, the captain must notify the
shippers, otherwise he is responsible for said damages |
because the shippers lose their claim with the in-
surance companies, finally the witness declared that
captains should report any irregularity, rough seas
or otherwise to the proper authorities within 24 hours
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of his arrival, before opening the holds.

Fifteen witnesses for the plaintiff confirmed
in part or in whole the declaration given by the
first witness.

Gabriel Fonvergne petitioms the Court to accept
the testimony of several witnesses who will testify
as follows:

1st. Whether or not captains and massters of vessels
take cargo at their risks at the docks or seashore.

8nd. If captains or masters at Guarico or any other
ports rent lighters to take the cargo from shore to
their vessels.

3rd. If any damages which may result to the carge
while being transported in said lighters are to be
paid by the captains and shipowners.

4th., In case captains or shipowners should transfer
their own cargo in lighters rented for their own use

and wish to accomodate some shipper by taking his

carge together with theirs in one of those rented
lighters and that the cargo should suffer any damage |
if said captains or masters would be under obligation |
to said shipper. :

5th. Whenever a case has been in dispute in New i
Orleans involving damage to cargoes did the arbie- .
trators decide that damages should be paid? ‘

6th. State whether it is true that according to law
if captains do mot “collect"™ for damages, they cannot
be asked %o pay for them, even though such damages

occur. (In some cases it was customary that captains
and shipowners charge an additional percentage based

— s T’Tﬁ
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on the freight amount which served to compensate
shippers for any small dameges sustained under cere
tain conditions, in which case it was declared in
the bill of lading as "will pay and collect for
damages,")

(Signed) G. Fonvergne.

Martin Robin, first witness introduced, de-
olared that at Guarico it was ocustomary not to hold
captains and masters responsible for the safety of
the cargo brought by lighters until said cargo is omn
board of their own vessels.

2nd., That captains and masters are never under the
obligation to pay the expemses of lighterage service.

3rd. That shippers semd their goods on the lighters
at their own risk.

4th. Shippers always assume any risks.

th. Captains do not pay any damages when they do
not "collect" for compensation.

Twenty-four merchants or captains, witnesses for
the defendant, confirmed more or less the statements
of the first witness.

The defendant petitions the Court that he dis-
regard the reply of the Dominican Chamber of Commerce
inasmuch as it is composed of merchants who are par-
tial to their interests, and biased to foreign views,
Segond demands are based on foreign laws which he is
trying to impose on this Spanish colony. Finally he
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alleges that he is ready to sail and the delay is
causing him additional loss.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

_————

The Court grants the above petition.

(Signed) Martin Navarro
Lic. Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

—— -

The defendant petitions that Joseph de Villa-
basa, Collector Gemeral of Royal Revenue, for
Iouisiana certify at what period of the unloading
the damage to the goods was discovered.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

By instructions from the Court Josef de Villa=-
vaso certifies that the damages to a lot of mer-
chandise brought on the frigate "Navarro" were
discovered during the customs inspection when the
bundles were opened.

(Signed) Josef de Villavaso

After the period in which to bring the evidence
was closed, the plaintiff amswered all the counter
charges and allegations of the defendant, basing
his argument on two points:

1st. That defendant kmew that the shipment had
been damaged by water, and had failed to notify the

shipper at Santo Domingo or the proper authorities
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in New Orleans.

8nd. That defendant had no reason to accept wet
merchandise and signed that it was in good con-
dition to deliver it damaged.

(Signed) Pablo Segond.

Defendant petitions that plaintiff pay the
freight he had failed to pay, plus Court costs,
damages for delays and loss. Besides, he repeats
the same denials and allegations, sustains his ab-
sence of responsibility.

(Signed) Gabriel Fonvergne.

Decision of the Court. The Court decided that
Gabriel Fonvergne, defendant, had established his
points and exonerated himself from paying the plain-
tiff for any demages, he was ordered to pay 1l pesos
6 reales of Court costs. The plaintiff was declared
non-suited and was ordered to pay the larger cost
248 pesos 5 reales.

(Signed) Estevan Miro
Lic. Manuel Serrano
Rafael Perdomo
Clerk of Court.

The plaintiff appeals the case to the higher
court, The Royal & Supreme Council of Indies.

After the case was tried the plaintiff received
a letter from Urbino Josef Bertin of Santo Domingo,
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his agent and the shipper of the goods, which moti-
vated these proceedings, also a letter of the Chamber
of Commerce of Guarico, which letter he asked the
Court to translate and join to the records in the
ease to be sent to the higher court. The letters
duly certified disclose that the defendant did rent
the lighter at Guarioco and that, acecording to the
customs of said port, the defendant was responsible
for the damages, or had to exact them from the
lightermen if said damages were caused by their ne-
glect.

The King accepted the appeal of Pablo Segond's
and the case ended here.

NOTE: The records of these proceedings are copy
of the originals which were sent by the Court of New
Orleans to the Royal Supreme Council of Indies.
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