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1. Name of Cultural District: 

Oak Street

2. Contact Information for person completing this report on behalf of the local governing authority, 
in case further clarification is needed: 

Name: - Alison Gavrell

Company/Organization: - City of New Orleans

City/Town: - New Orleans

Email Address: - aegavrell@nola.gov

Phone Number: - 504-658-0907

3. List accomplishments during the past year. Information should include marketing efforts; special 
events; organizational meetings; status of renovations; capital projects; infrastructure 
improvements; property values; crime rate; etc. (Use as many lines as needed) 

1. - Record Po-Boy Preservation Festival with over 45,000 attendees more than double from 2009

2. - 5 major rennovations

3. - $6 million renovation of Oak Street including paving, curbs, sidewalks, benches, bike racks

4. - Frequent merchant events, gallery crawls, and open houses for property

5. - High-end wine bar opening and renovation of building, new cultural businesses

4. Sales Tax Exemption for Original Art- Indicate the number of businesses, organizations, artists, 
events, and members of the public taking advantage of the sales tax exemption for original art. (Use 
approximate number if actual number is not availabale) NOTE! Use only digits, no characters like $ 
or commas. 

# of Businesses - 3

# of Organizations - 1

# of Individual Artists - 5

# of Events - 10
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5. Renovation Projects- Indicate the number of building renovation projects begun in the Cultural 
District in 2010. 

# Residential Projects - 2

# Commercial Projects - 3

6. Indicate the percent of vacant buildings; compare this to the vacancy reported in initial 
application.  

10% vacancy, same as original application

7. List any additional local incentives offered to businesses and/or qualifying residing artists in the 
district. 

1. - Main Street (during 2010) withdrew from program

2. - National Register Historic District

8. List approximate measurements of cultural economic activity occuring within the Cultural 
District. NOTE! Use only digits, no characters like $ or commas. 

Number of new businesses opened. - 21

How many were arts/cultural businesses? - 2

Number of businesses closed. - 0

How many were arts/cultural businesses? - 0

Approximate number of customers/sales? - 200000

Approximate number of cultural events? - 10

Approximate number attending events? - 50000

9. Describe impacts within the Cultural District during 2010. These comments should describe the 
progress toward goals stated in the initial Cultural District application related to each of the items 
below. Be concise. A. Artistic or cultural development - the promotion of the arts, encouraging 
creativity, attracting artists or other cultural businesses, new artist housing and studio spaces. B. 
Community development - engaging residents, providing a sense of community, serving as a 
gathering place, strengthening community partnerships, developing a positive image of your 
District C. Economic development - revitalizing the neighborhood, enhancing property values, 
stimulating the economy, drawing tourists, establishing new businesses 

The Po-Boy Preservation Festival has exceeded expectations, more than doubling attendance from 20,000 in 2009 to 
45,000 in 2010. This culinary festival brings food vendors from all over New Orleans and Louisiana to compete for the 
best po-boy and thousands of locals and visitors feast and shop. Local businesses were successful in keeping the event 
on Oak Street, benefitting their sales. The Po-Boy Fest has become an important community event and identifier, and 
has brought Oak Street together. In the next year, we will work with local galleries and artists to use the Cultural District 
program to maximize the impact of the festival on their business as well as take advantage of the original art sales tax 
exemption year-round. The recent $6 million renovation to the street itself has allowed for greater economic 
development. A new wine bar has opened and more merchants are holding open house events that take advantage of 
the renovated public space. Improved streetscapes are vital to both community and economic development. Oak Street, 
though physically removed from the gallery heavy areas such as Magazine Street, the Warehouse District and the 
French Quarter, has begun to market itself as a destination for Art for Art's Sake in 2010. Galleries and individual artists 
in the Oak Street District will develop a stronger customer base and use th event to gain new consumers as they 
continue this effort into 2011. Finally, renovations of major commercial buildings along Oak Street both ongoing and 
those completed in 2010, including Driscoll Antiques, a historic building that once was the official Hall of Records for 
Carrollton Township before it was integrated into New Orleans, and several older commercial buildings including the new 
wine bar, encourage further renovation and improve the environment both for the community and visitors and shoppers. 
Businesses and property owners have come together to feature open houses of vacant commercial property in order to 
decrease vacancy and encourage further economic development.

1. Please describe the organizational structure of your Cultural District. Organizational structure 
refers to who is responsible for implementing tasks and responsibilities for your district. This may 
be a local government office, community organization, staff person, volunteer, or other; and may be 
structured as the responsibility of a single person or a committee or board.  
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Until mid-2010, the district was run by the Oak Street Main Street Association. However, when the program ended, a 
new liaison needed to be found. The LGA has stepped in to run the district for a short time and will be recruiting a new 
liaison from the local businesses and/or property owners in 2011.

2. Do you have a plan for the development of your Cultural District? These can include existing 
plans of city agencies, urban plans, strategic plans, operational plans, etc.  

No

3. If you answered "YES" to the previous question, please provide a brief description of the type of 
plan and the key objectives, tasks, financing and cost of implementing the plan. Email related 
documents to Gaye Hamilton, Cultural District Program Manager in the Office of Cultural 
Development to ghamilton@crt.state.la.us.  

No Response

4. Communication within the Cultural District about Tax Incentives These communication tools 
would be used WITHIN your Cultural District to communicate with individuals, businesses, or 
organizations selling original works of art, or in regard to historic preservation tax credits. Please 
indicate which, if any, promotional tools were used by the Local Governing Authority, or designee, 
to promote the rules and regulations for implementation of the tax incentives. Also, rate the 
effectiveness of each tool.  

No Response

5. Promotion of the Cultural District to the Public These promotional tools would be used for 
promoting visibility of the district, encouraging audiences and visitors to the district, engaging 
residents, developing a positive image of the district, etc. Please indicate which, if any, promotional 
tools were used to promote the existence of your Cultural District. Also, rate the effectiveness of 
each tool.  

No Response

6. Please rank your top 5 choices for new services that could be provided by the State as it relates 
to the future development of your Cultural District?  

No Response
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