
Q1: Name of Cultural District: Alexandria Cultural Arts District

Q2: Contact Information for person completing this report:
Name: Caroline Randall
Company/Organization/Job Arts Council of Central Louisiana
City/Town: Alexandria, LA
Email Address: caroline@louisiana-arts.org
Phone Number: 318-484-4471

Q3: ACCOMPLISHMENTS~List accomplishments in the district during the past year. Information should
include special events; promotional efforts; organizational meetings; cultural programs; building renovations;
volunteer projects; infrastructure improvements; opportunities for artists; etc. (Use as many lines as needed)
1. Special events: These include the Spring

ArtWalk; the May ArtWalk/ AlexRiverFete;
"Holi-Fest" (after the Indian celebration; a
"festival of colors"); ZombieWalk, the Autumn
ArtWalk, and "Men Who Cook" (hosted by the
United Way) in October; Third Thursdays on
Third St.; costume/ theme parties at Finnegan's
Wake Irish Pub; monthly events at the
T.R.E.E.House Children's Museum, River Oaks
Square Arts Center (ROSAC), and the
Alexandria Museum of Art (AMoA) -- such as
the event celebrating the Louisiana Endowment
for the Humanities magazine's featuring of
Alexandria as a cultural destination point in one
of its issues this year), a season of classical/
popular music events hosted by the Rapides
Symphony Orchestra (RSO) and Red River
Chorale (RRC); performances of "The
Nutcracker" by Red River Dance Theatre Co.
(RRDTC); Abendmusik Alexandria and A-Town
Jazz hosted by the Arts Council; other jazz
events held during Christmas-time by various
groups; a "Heart for the Homeless" fundraiser
hosted at Embers restaurant downtown by the
Central Louisiana Homeless Coalition in
December; and others.
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2. Promotional efforts: The Downtown Alexandria
Revitalization Effort (DARE) has a website
(www.downtownalexandria.org) and FaceBook
presence where they promote monthly/ weekly
events going on downtown. Each organization/
business located downtown also does
promoting on their own through flyers, e-blasts,
and social media. (These include the
T.R.E.E.House; ROSAC; ACCL; Tipitina's
Music Co-Op; the Tamp & Grind Coffee Shop;
Central Louisiana Chamber of Commerce; the
RSO; Embers; JB Photo Studio & Gallery; The
Gem; Central Louisiana Economic
Development Authority (CLEDA); the City of
Alexandria (CoA); AMoA; and others). Local
TV/ radio station appearances, press releases,
weekly e-newsletters, and articles in the Town
Talk and Cenla Focus newspapers are also
utilized.
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3. Organizational meetings: At Arts Advisory
Council meetings, hosted by the Arts Council at
least once a quarter, some of the arts non-
profits named above also cross-promote their
events; handing out flyers and adding them to
the ACCL Community Calendar and the Ticket-
Central events listing for its website (which the
Arts Council also manages). Individuals who
are interested in becoming a part of the
Downtown Revitalization action group are also
invited to their meetings/ events via Facebook.
CLEDA hosts monthly "Maker Mornings"
discussions to help foster creativity in local
businesses. Also, the 2015 Business Expo at
the Alexandria Riverfront Center was
sponsored by the Central LA Chamber of
Commerce in December, to give new and
existing businesses a platform to showcase/
introduce themselves. The Garden District
Neighborhood Foundation and the Historic
Preservation Commission often hold meetings
to help foster cultivation/ restoration of the
Garden District and other "jewels" of historic/
cultural significance located in Alexandria.
(Neither of these are located in the Cultural Arts
District proper, but each are still a highly valued
extension of the cultural development
happening within Alexandria). (The office for
the Historic Preservation Committee is located
downtown on Murray St., and the Garden
District is located just outside of downtown).
The City of Alexandria holds planning meetings
for its large initiatives and events. Invitations to
these meetings are extended from the City to
representatives of various organizations if the
events are such that they require the Arts
Council's or other organizations' assistance,
such as the annual AlexRiverFete and now,
AlexWinterFete (this is the first year that
AlexWinterFete has been held). Additionally,
the Rapides Area Planning Commission held a
meeting Dec. 8th, 2015. Rapides Parish
received a grant from the Office of Community
Development through the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Disaster
Recovery Program -- to develop a parish-wide
Comprehensive Resiliency Plan. This is a long-
range development plan that will provide
strategies for smart growth across Rapides
Parish. This plan will be placing an emphasis
on community resiliency, as this community can
be impacted by flooding, hurricanes, and other
potential disasters. A wide range of expertise
from around the parish will continue to be
utilized -- with insight from areas such as
economic development, housing,
transportation, emergency preparedness, and
building code enforcement, etc.
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4. Cultural programs: A few cultural programs this
year included events hosted by Sankofa
Cultural Collective (which celebrates African-
American heritage through events such as
bamboo jewelry-making and African dance and
drumming); the Rapides Parish Library (which
hosts monthly events such as the "As Young as
You Feel" Day for Senior citizens in May); the
annual production of five plays presented by
City Park Players; weekly/ monthly events
hosted by the Alexandria Museum of Art (such
as their weekly yoga classes and monthly
Spoken Word poetry events, acoustic music
nights, new exhibits, and Second Saturday art
markets; local and visiting exhibits at ROSAC
(including their annual mug-designing
competition, showcasing of works by individuals
with developmental disabilities, and annual
December porch sale); the monthly
Abendmusik Alexandria (which is German for
"Evening Music") program hosted by the Arts
Council; the annual RSO season; and many
others.

5. Building Renovations: Renovations of the
Rapides Parish Library downtown on
Washington St. and of an old historic home on
the corner of 5th and Washington have begun.
The Mirror Room Lounge and the lobby and
special event(s) rooms on the bottom floor of
the historic Bentley hotel have been renovated
and re-opened (with more renovations of the
upper floors of the Bentley underway); and the
new Holiday Inn (formerly the Alexander Fulton
Hotel) on 4th St. is being renovated and is set
to open in February. The building on the corner
of Third St., in which the New York Hi-Style
clothing store has been occupied for several
years, has undergone renovations as well (and
has changed the title of its business to DC's
Suits and More); in keeping with the growing
trend of building improvements happening
adjacent to it over the past few years at Joey
Bailey Photo Studio & Gallery and Duana
Trotter's "The Gem" special events venue,
among others.
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6. Volunteer projects: AlexRiverFete (along with
the Arts Council's annual ArtWalks) and now,
AlexWinterFete usually incorporate volunteers.
For example, the individuals representing the
multi-cultural village that was organized by the
Arts Council at AlexWinterFete were all
volunteers. The Decentralized Arts Funding
panel hosted by the Arts Council also solicits
volunteers to be on its yearly panel. Volunteers
are also asked for their help in focus group
meetings hosted by organizations such as the
Rapides Foundation (one such meeting was
held to discuss how to best implement
marketing geared toward the encouragement of
higher consumption of healthy foods, i.e. fruits
and vegetables) purchased from local grocery
stores and farmers' markets. The plays that City
Park Players and Spectral Sisters Productions
put on are all-volunteer productions, as well as
the majority of the productions put on by local
arts non-profits Red River Chorale and Red
River Dance Theatre Co. AMoA, ROSAC, the
T.R.E.E.House, the United Way, and the
Rapides Parish Library also all consistently
utilize volunteers, as does Radio Maria, the
local Catholic radio station on Washington St.
The annual Pilgrimage to Bethlehem, hosted by
Emmanuel Baptist Church in December of each
year, and the Christmas Spectacular, hosted by
Lagniappe Theatre, are also events in which
volunteers are solicited for their help.

7. Infrastructure improvements: The ground-
breaking ceremony for the beginning phase of
the building of the Central Louisiana Community
Technical College downtown was held Sept.
1st. The City of Alexandria also released further
details of its R.I.V.E.R. (Riverfront Improvement
Venture and Essential Recreation) Act, which
includes discussion of further developments/
ideas for the continued renovations and
revitalization happening downtown.
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8. Opportunities for artists: These abound within
the Alexandria Cultural Arts District (ACAD) for
both professional and aspiring artists, with
classes/ demonstrations being taught
throughout the year by ROSAC artists-in-
residence and the hosting of exhibitions to
present new works there; with events such as
the Spring and Autumn ArtWalks, which allow
artists from throughout the region the
opportunity to sell their work, give
demonstrations, or perform; art/gift shops open
year-round at ROSAC, AMoA, and now Joey
Bailey Photo Studio & Gallery; weekly/ monthly
events at AMoA -- including professional artists'
exhibitions as well as fun art activities for
adults, children, and teens; painting classes for
children and adults taught by members of the
Contemporary Arts Guild and hosted at Joey
Bailey Photo Studio & Gallery; a local play-
writing workshop (along with the opportunity for
these local ten-minute and one-act plays to be
produced and performed locally) hosted by the
non-profit theatre group Spectral Sisters, Inc.;
in addition to five locally produced/ performed
plays presented by City Park Players; the
showcasing of professional musicians in the
region who play for the Rapides Symphony
Orchestra's season; as well as for the
Abendmusik Alexandria classical chamber
music series; professional recording
opportunities at Tipitina's Music Co-Op on
DeSoto St.; and venues for local professional
and aspiring musicians to play/ perform at
Embers Restaurant, the Tamp & Grind Coffee
Shop, Finnegan's Wake Irish Pub, and at
events at the Hotel Bentley.

Q4: IMPACT OF SALES TAX EXEMPTION~Estimate the number of businesses, organizations, artists, events,
and members of the public that used the original art sales tax exemption during this calendar year. Use
approximate numbers, you are not expected to have exact figures. IMPORTANT NOTE: Numeric fields- USE
ONLY DIGITS- no words, characters, or symbols, like dashes, $ or commas are accepted.
# of Businesses 3
# of Organizations 4
# of Individual Artists 450
# of Art Sale Events 54
# of Public Benefitting 14680

Q5: RENOVATION PROJECTS~Indicate the approximate number of building renovation projects begun in the
Cultural District during this calendar year.
# Residential Projects 0
# Commercial Projects 3
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Q6: BUILDING OCCUPANCY~Indicate the percent of
vacant buildings in the Cultural District. (Refer to the
vacancy reported in initial application)

20%

Q7: ARTIST LIVE/WORK SPACE~Are there any buildings or organizations that provide studio or living space
for artists? List and briefly describe how they operate.

River Oaks Square Arts Center (ROSAC) provides studio spaces for its artists, with a rental fee attached to use of said 
space(s).  The idea has been introduced (by a member of River Oaks' staff) to provide living spaces for guest artists/ 
guest artists-in-residence who are a part of River Oaks, through refurbishing one of the vacant properties adjacent to the 
museum/ arts center, but so far, strategic planning/ implementation of this idea has not materialized.

Q8: OTHER INCENTIVES~List any additional local incentives or opportunities offered to businesses and/or
artists residing in the district. Or enter "None"
1. None

Q9: ECONOMIC ACTIVITY MEASUREMENTS~List approximate numbers for cultural economic activity
occurring within the Cultural District during this calendar year. NOTE! Numeric fields- USE ONLY DIGITS - no
words, characters, or symbols, like $ or commas are accepted.
Number of new businesses opened. 1
How many were arts/cultural businesses? 1
Number of businesses closed. 0
How many were arts/cultural businesses? 0
Approximate number of cultural events? 75
Approximate number attending events? 15500

Q10: CULTURAL DISTRICT PLAN~Do you have a plan
for the development of your Cultural District? This can
include existing plans for the city, local government
agencies, urban plans, strategic plans, community
plans, etc., or it may be a plan developed specifically to
enhance arts and cultural experiences in the district.

Yes

Q11: If you answered "YES" to the previous question, please provide a brief description of the key objectives,
tasks, method of implementing the Cultural District Plan, and source of funds.

Objectives:  As mentioned in our Annual Report last year, the SPARC (Special Planned Activity Redevelopment 
Corridors) Initiative is a City of Alexandria effort to invest $96 million in infrastructure improvements and the revitalization 
of Alexandria's most underserved neighborhoods.  The plan concentrates its work in three specific Cultural Restoration 
Areas (CRA's) throughout the city.  The downtown area, where the Cultural Arts District is located, makes up one of the 
areas.  

Goals include the following:  "to leverage financial value with the immediate influx of substantial public spending," "to 
create opportunity for rehabilitation tax credits and/or New Market Tax Credits, as they relate to preserving community 
character, affordable housing, central business districts, and Main Street economic development activity," "to alleviate 
urban flight (and blight)," "to provide potential for mixed use," "to promote diverse ownership and partnering," "preserve; 
not displace, separate, or marginalize our city and its neighborhood and people."  

There is also the R.I.V.E.R. Act (Riverfront Improvement Venture and Essential Recreation), which is a "multi-site 
riverfront development project focusing on revitalization, housing, recreation, and business stabilization."  It is a 
"cultural, community approach to the redevelopment of the Alexandria/ Pineville riverfront [. . .] based on community 
notions for the City of Alexandria into the next 20 years [. . .which will] avoid sprawl and strengthen infill opportunities; 
expand options for transportation, housing, and employment, and value sustainable long-range regional considerations.
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Tasks:  (SPARC) -- Construct more and/or better wayfinding, informational, and gateway signage; renovate existing fire 
stations (already completed); parks and recreation improvements:  including park upgrades, new park construction, 
organizational re-structuring and programming; refurbishment of the Alexandria Zoo and the Bringhurst Golf Course 
(already completed); dramatic improvement of the Lower Third Streetscape/ corridor (driven and designed by area 
residents and business owners -- including the revitalization and re-use of the 14-acre Hodges Stockbarn into a gated, 
moderate income rental community of 48 housing units); the Downtown Hotels Initiative (mentioned previously); and 
future projects, including:  Main Street/ Broadway streetscapes -- to enhance and improve the physical landscape of 
Main Street and Broadway Ave., through targeted investments in publicly-owned infrastructure, including but not limited 
to the construction of sidewalks, lighting, landscaping, and street furniture; Alexandria Riverfront Amphitheater and 
Riverfront Convention Center improvements --  to augment outdoor connectivity between the Convention Center and 
the Amphitheater, install stadium seating and restroom facilities at Riverfront Amphitheater, and enhance landscaping 
along the riverfront; the Ruston Foundry Master Development --  to formulate a plan of action and Request for Proposals 
for the redevelopment of the Ruston Foundry; and, the Extension of Sixth and Foisy Streets -- to better connect 
Downtown with both Lower Third and North MacArthur Dr., through working with a professional engineering firm to 
complete Phase One, the construction of a bridge over Cotton St.  The main 3 CRA's (or Cultural Restoration Areas) 
include the Downtown Hotels Initiative, Bolton Ave. and North MacArthur Dr., and Masonic Dr. (which will include 
streetscape enhancements, including installation of sidewalks, utilities relocation, landscaping, and improved lighting.  

      (RIVER Act) --  Continue to improve and add bicycle paths and pedestrian walkways (encouraging design 
enhancing physical landscape); promote improvements through downtown festivals, events, and cultural/ tourism 
components -- "street festivals, parades, retail events, and image development campaigns"; analyze current market 
forces to develop long-term solutions (focusing on infrastructure that supports private-sector development, friendly 
toward our existing cultural- and recreation-centered assets); analyze current housing needs in support of downtown 
development through short- , medium-, and long-term solutions; address obsolete design [. . .] or technological 
considerations; determine if the location is the highest and best use for private investment along the riverfront; and 
determine the project's overall feasibility based on the strength of the market demand.

Financing:  (SPARC) -- The Hodges Stockbarn redevelopment proposal won an award of $1.25 million in federal 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds.  $5 million in SPARC funds have been assigned to the Ruston Foundry 
Master Development Plan.  $1.5 million was used to renovate the Cotton Brothers' Bakery Building on Bolton Ave. 
(which now houses the Central Louisiana Red Cross headquarters).  $7.5 million has been committed to streetscape 
enhancements on both Bolton Ave. and North MacArthur Dr.  $3 million -- $6 million will be needed for streetscape 
enhancements along Masonic Dr.  $18 million -- $21.3 million is the total for the above-listed projects.  Total for SPARC 
overall:  $96 million

                    (RIVER) Act -- Total project cost is est. at $40 million.  It requires $32 million from private or non-local 
sources.

Cost:  For both of these initiatives, the total is $136 million.

Progress made this year:     The ground-breaking ceremony for the Central LA Technical Community College was held 
Sept. 1st, 2015, with the first phase of development set to begin this year.  Renovations on the Riverfront Center should 
also be starting this year.  Renovations will continue at the Hotel Bentley in terms of its living spaces (on the 4th floor) 
and hotel rooms, and, as mentioned above, at the Alexander Fulton Hotel (which will re-open as the Holiday Inn) -- set 
to re-open in February.  Renovations have also started in the historic two-story house on the corner of 5th and 
Washington (which will be used for commercial purposes) and have completed at the Rapides Parish Library, also 
located on Washington St.

Q12: GOAL SETTING ~ (Please Note ~ Every district should set goals for cultural development in
the district.)List three or more goals that will improve the district and describe how they can be accomplished.
The goals should relate to one or more of the items listed below. Be concise. A. Artistic or cultural
development - the promotion of the arts, encouraging creativity, adding art components to existing events,
attracting artists or other cultural businesses, new artist housing and studio spaces B. Community
development - engaging residents, providing a sense of community, serving as a gathering place,
strengthening community partnerships, developing a positive image of your district C. Economic development
- revitalizing the neighborhood, enhancing property values, stimulating the economy, drawing tourists,
establishing new businesses

Community Development:

1)  Engage residents:  The goal is to maintain and increase the events already taking place within the ACAD, which are 
hosted by many of the organizations previously mentioned.  More volunteer projects to beautify areas of downtown 
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hosted by many of the organizations previously mentioned.  More volunteer projects to beautify areas of downtown 
would be beneficial.  The ROSAC is in the process of completing a mural in a downtown corridor, and the 
T.R.E.E.House has expressed interest in having a mural done on the backside of its building, which faces a common 
street where individuals could more clearly designate the T.R.E.E.House as a destination point.  Volunteers need to be 
gathered in order to implement this; a goal is to increase the communication among local artists/ teens/ adults in the 
area who would be willing to participate, and to find a source of funding for the project.  This will provide an opportunity 
for artistic/ creative development in the area, as well as engage the residents here more.  It is a subject that can be 
brought up at the next Arts Advisory Council meeting, since representatives from multiple community arts organizations 
will be present.

2).  Strengthen community partnerships:  The goal is for increased communication between members of the Arts 
Council (including its staff and its Board, and the Arts Advisory Council Board) with the staff members of the City of 
Alexandria, including but not limited to the Planning Division.  One of the main issues impeding progress has been 
either lack of communication about a particular community event (the recently implemented AlexWinterFete is a good 
example) and how much involvement was expected from either party; or misinformation – (the most recent example 
here concerns issues over whether the City of Alexandria or the Arts Council will continue to manage the large 
Performing Arts Center downtown).  Without regular communication about specific needs and existing barriers to 
success, there will continue to be a lack of progress.  The Arts Council needs to further convince the City of Alexandria 
that there exists a “critical mass” of constituents here who are in support of more stabilized, regular, consistent delivery 
of events and programming from the Arts Council.  Without enough operating support, however, (which we continue to 
struggle to maintain, due to lack of financial support from the City) we cannot deliver on said events and programming.  
A local advocacy campaign may need to be implemented, but our Arts Council is at a loss for how to go about doing 
this.  We do not even know where to start.  We want to be involved in bettering our community, but we are struggling 
just to stay afloat, and the City of Alexandria staff members seem to lack understanding of the needs that must be met in 
order to stabilize our organization, first and foremost.  There is no “Cultural District plan” as far as anyone on our 
organization is aware, because regular, consistent communication with our City is not in place.  The fault for this lies on 
both sides, but so far, no solution has been brought forth.  (There may be a Cultural District plan that is in place among 
members of the City’s Planning Division that many citizens know about; but communication with the Arts Council about 
such plans has been slim).  

3).  Develop a positive image of our District:
 There have been beautification efforts/ infrastructure improvements along the Bolton Ave. corridor (which is not in the 
ACAD proper, but which lies on the edge of downtown, not too far from the district).  These improvements have 
increased the appeal of this area – which was (and which continues to be) sorely needed.  Similar efforts within the 
Cultural Arts District would increase its appeal, but it is not clear at this point when the plans to implement such 
improvements will take place.  
 It is also unclear when plans for more residential living spaces in or near the ACAD will be implemented.  There are a 
few “loft living spaces” being renovated on the 4th floor of the Bentley Hotel, but the number of individuals who will be 
able to afford to live in said lofts will be an elite few.  It is also unclear if it’s on the agenda to provide more access (which 
includes affordability) to healthier food (i.e. a small local grocery; and/ or, even more appealing to the eye:  community 
gardens offering fresh fruit, vegetables, and more flora and fauna downtown – in a few words, more green space and 
less gray space)!  These would improve the look of downtown, along with continued renovation, of course, of vacant 
properties.  
 It also remains to be seen whether or not the CLTCC will be providing on-campus residences for its students, or if it will 
remain more of a “commuter school.”  Key stakeholders have said that without people living downtown, the area will 
continue, to a degree, to be neglected.   And despite some new high-quality restaurants opening up recently (almost all 
of which are also high-dollar, which does not reflect the totality of the demographic existing downtown), without 
residents here, the area will continue to struggle with an identity of being somewhat a food desert, in terms of the need 
for access to healthy, affordable, and local food.  There is a mid-week farmer’s market that is happening in the Garden 
District now, but there has yet to be something of this nature in the downtown area.  
       Additionally, logistics come into play when individuals have ideas for implementing things like community gardens 
or other improvements – the ability to implement something like this includes finding out who is the owner of the 
property where the person or group wants to start the garden, improvement, (and/ or whether it is City-owned property 
or not); and, if in fact the property does belong to an individual, if this person consents to a garden being begun or some 
other form of beautification (say a mural) on their property (a mural’s design most often needs to be approved first), 
then:  who will maintain the garden or the improvement, and will that individual be paid or will it be volunteer-driven? If it 
is City-owned property, will the City approve the change, and possibly fund its implementation?  Will volunteers be 
relied on, or will they pay regular staff to maintain the area?  
       Also, if individuals want to sell any type of food as in a farmer’s market type setting, they must have a license to do 
so, and must fulfill certain requirements in order to serve/ sell the food.  If improvements to our levee (where there is 
plenty of green space) are to be made, and individuals wanted to dig into the ground, the Army Corps of Engineers will 
have to be consulted to begin to make this happen.  Navigating these kinds of logistics makes progress feel very slow, 
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have to be consulted to begin to make this happen.  Navigating these kinds of logistics makes progress feel very slow, 
but if we come back to increasing the awareness of the critical mass of individuals that desire for it to be done (not that 
we feel that the City of Alexandria disagrees with us about the need for these types of improvements), then a sense of 
urgency is more in place in the minds of stakeholders and those officials who can help open the doors for those who 
would benefit from these improvements.  Perhaps Alexandria needs more of a crowd-sourcing  mechanism to 
encourage growth; not to say that significant growth has not already taken place in many areas of the district, or that it 
isn’t still in the works – it just seems that many people have been saying for years, “in the next five years, Alexandria, in 
the next five years.”  
       People are realizing now more than ever that vacant buildings downtown equals a vacant downtown.  Blight is still 
a problem here, but things are slowly getting better.  It is a goal of the Arts Council’s to be able to be present at more 
City planning meetings in order to better understand what is on the agenda and how we can help implement 
improvements.  We want to be invited to the meetings!  We know that we cannot do everything, but we can do some 
things, and we can bring our passion to these tasks.  Efforts to beautify the area do fall within the Arts Council’s mission 
statement.

Q13: ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE~Organizational
structure refers to who is responsible for plans,
communications, promotions, and reports for your
district. This may be the local government, a staff
person, a business, a community organization, a
volunteer, or other.Choose all that apply?

Cultural District Advisory Team or Group ,

Arts Council, Mayor’s Office,

Neighborhood Association

Q14: CULTURAL DISTRICT ADVISORY TEAM~If you have a Cultural District Advisory Team, please describe
it. Include the number of members; businesses/organizations represented; how often it meets; responsibilities;
challenges; and accomplishments. Indicate whether this group has other responsibilities such as a Main Street
committee, a neighborhood or business association committee, or if it was created primarily to advance the
Cultural District.

Multiple organizations/ individuals are in charge of communications, promotions, and reports for the district.  The 
Downtown Alexandria Revitalization Effort posts information about upcoming events within the district and a space for 
including one’s contact information if he/ she would like to be contacted about an event or about the group.  The 
Alexandria/ Pineville Convention and Visitors’ Bureau also posts information about upcoming events not just within the 
district, but throughout the region.  The Arts Council of Central Louisiana, which hosts quarterly Arts Advisory Council 
meetings and Board meetings, is also responsible for spreading the word about events/ activities and for partnering with 
the City of Alexandria in projects such as ArtWalk/ AlexRiverFete/ AlexWinterFete.  The City of Alexandria issues public 
documentation of progress on its large initiatives periodically.
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Q15: COMMUNICATION AND PROMOTION of the Cultural District~Indicate which tools are used to
communicate with residents, businesses, or organizations about selling original works of art, state historic tax
credits, and promoting events to the public. Rate the effectiveness of each tool.

Website Good

Facebook/Social Media Excellent

Brochure Average

Newsletter Average

Events Calendar Average

Flyers Average

Boulevard Pole Signage Average

TV/Radio Good

Advertisements Average

Stories/Articles Good

State sponsored public meetings Average

Local Government sponsored public meetings Average

Neighborhood or Business Association public meetings Good

Other ~ List or describe other methods of communication
used
None.

Q16: Rank your top 5 choices for services that could be provided by the State that would most benefit the
development of your Cultural District?

Assistance developing a Cultural District Advisory Team 4th Choice

Initial or competitive grant up to $3,000 for Cultural District
promotions or Plan implementation

1st Choice

Information and assistance related to signage for the
Cultural District

2nd Choice

Market and consumer spending analysis for your district 3rd Choice

Social networking among Cultural Districts via listservs,
Facebook, Google Groups, etc.

5th Choice

Other (please specify what you need most, and/or
workshop topics of greatest interest)
N/A

Q17: What advice or success would you like to share with other districts?

See the second-to-last and last paragraphs in Q. 11.
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