
212 Walnut Street, Suite 100  Monroe, LA 71201  phone: 318-323-3461  fax: 318-322-7594

January 28, 2013

Gaye Hamilton
Cultural District Program Manager
P.O. Box 44247
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4247

Dear Gaye,

As the coordinator of the Riverside Cultural District in Monroe I am writing to request an expansion of
the boundaries of the current Riverside Cultural District.

The request is to expand the district to include the following areas: From North 3rd Street at Roselawn
to North 5th and Roselawn, turning south along North 5th to Louisville Avenue, turning west along
Louisville Avenue back to North 3rd Street. In addition, we would like to expand the district at North 6th

and Washington turning east to North 11th Street and from North 11th at DeSiard Street turning back
west to North 6th Street. Please see the attached map.

The expansion of the Riverside Cultural District includes a section of downtown Monroe that is
comprised of historic vacant buildings and buildings in need of renovation and repair. Many of these
buildings have recently been purchased by several different property owners who would like to renovate
and redevelop the area. Expanding the Cultural District to include this area aligns with our original
vision for the district, which is to create and foster a vibrant arts district with studios, restaurants and
other commercial and retail establishments as well as new housing options in downtown Monroe.

Our initial application was supported by City of Monroe and a wide array of economic development
groups and community organizations. Since the designation of the Riverside Cultural District support for
this district has grown even stronger. The art community hosts art crawls every other month and an
annual ArtFest that attracts several thousand visitors. The City of Monroe renamed a section of 3rd Street
“Art Alley”. In addition, the City of Monroe renovated a small city park and repaired the fountain. The
City has also added decorative cross walks and added trolley bus stops in the downtown area. This past
fall, the City of Monroe opened a beautiful and vibrant RiverMarket that exceeded everyone’s
expectations and provides an additional venue for our artists. Local property owners are renovating
vacant property and have also upgraded green space and created attractive public spaces. We strongly
believe that the expansion of the Riverside Cultural District will foster further growth and development.

Together we’re stronger.
www.monroe.org
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We are currently securing resolutions from the City of Monroe and the Ouachita Parish School Board
and the Monroe City School Board. All three entities have been very supportive of the original
application and the expansion of the district.

I respectfully ask for your approval of the expansion to the Riverside Cultural District as outlined above
and thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sue Nicholson
President & CEO
Monroe Chamber of Commerce





Michael Echols Enterprises 
1800 Riverside Drive 

Monroe LA 71201 
318-366-7370 

 
 
February 1, 2013 
 
Gaye Hamilton 
Cultural District Program Manager 
P.O. Box 44247 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4247 
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton: 
 
As a property owner and developer in downtown Monroe, I am writing to 
request the expansion of the boundaries of the Riverside Cultural District.   
 
The expansion will allow my organization and other individuals to build artist 
studio’s and create gallery space that will continue the enhancement the first 
Cultural district creation helped foster.   
 
This expansion will provide a fertile environment for developers and artists to 
continue with growth and development. 
 
I can be reached at the contact information above if you need any additional 
supporting information. 
 
My best, 

Michael C. Echols 
Michael Echols 
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Official: Growing cultural district good for economy 
By Barbara Leader 
 
 
An expanded cultural district in Monroe will mean more tax credit opportunities for developers, business owners, 
artisans and art connoisseurs, Gaye Hamilton of the Louisiana Cultural District announced Wednesday. 
 
Hamilton and Monroe Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Sue Nicholson announced the expansion of the 
existing Riverside Cultural District in Monroe.  
 
The district, which was established in Monroe in 2009, will expand about one block from the existing area to the 
Endom Bridge and across into West Monroe. 
 
"The program is an effort to help communities boost economic development in these areas," Hamilton said. "The 
cultural development district is a tool to use to encourage and strengthen economic vitality of an area based on a hub 
of cultural activity." 
 
Cultural districts offer advantages to those wishing to renovate buildings or open businesses in the established area 
by offering tax breaks. Those purchasing original artwork sold in the designated cultural districts do not pay state or 
local sales taxes on the purchases. 
 
"The original designation of the Riverside Cultural District includes many of Monroe's museums, art galleries and 
historic homes," said Nicholson. "The recent expansion of the district includes areas of downtown Monroe that are 
ripe for cultural development." 
 
West Monroe also has a cultural district along Antique Alley. Although the Riverside Cultural District in Monroe 
will not connect with the West Monroe district, Nicholson said the group hopes the inclusion of the Endom Bridge 
in the Monroe district will be a step toward their joining. 
 
West Monroe West Ouachita Chamber President Courtney Hornsby said plans are for West Monroe to apply to 
include the property between the existing districts, about a 2 1/2 block area, creating a large cultural area. 
 
Members of the business and cultural community met Wednesday afternoon to learn about the benefits of a new 
expanded cultural district in Monroe. 
 
"The Riverside Cultural Districts designation and expansion provides the city of Monroe with an additional tool to 
foster the growth of our cultural assets," said Monroe Mayor Jamie Mayo. "The designation, supported by the City 
Council, will be especially important to the RiverMarket, which is opening in mid-October." 
 
Nicholson, Hamilton, and Hornsby met with members of The News-Star's editorial board Wednesday morning. 
 
LOAD-DATE: August 24, 2012 
 



Monroe Riverside Cultural District 
212 Walnut Street, Suite 100 

Monroe, LA 71201 
 

 
 
August 10, 2012 
 
 
 
The Riverside Cultural District in Monroe and the West Monroe Cultural  
District invites you to attend a meeting with Gaye Hamilton, Cultural 
Economy Initiative Program Manager, Division of the Arts, Louisiana Office of Cultural, 
Recreation and Tourism to learn more about the benefits of being located in a certified Louisiana 
Cultural District. The meeting will be held Wednesday, August 22 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
the Monroe Chamber of Commerce Office located at 212 Walnut Street, Suite 100 in Monroe. 

The Louisiana Cultural Districts Program was created by Act 298 of the 2007 Regular Session of 
the legislature. The primary goal of this initiative is to spark community revitalization based on 
cultural activity though tax incentives.  

The Cultural District designation provides several benefits: 

• Allows income and corporate franchise tax credits for eligible expenses for rehabilitation of 
owner-occupied or revenue generating historic structures in a Cultural District.  

 
• Provides an exemption from sales and use taxes for proceeds received from the sale of 

original, one-of-a-kind works of art from locations established within the Cultural District.  
 

We would like to meet with you to discuss the benefits of the Cultural Districts and to hear your 
thoughts on how the Cultural Districts can be better promoted, especially with the new Monroe 
RiverMarket opening in October. 
 
This is a great opportunity to meet Gaye, who is the expert on Cultural Districts in Louisiana and to 
network with other businesses in the district. Please call Sue Nicholson, President and CEO for the 
Monroe Chamber at 807-4015 or Courtney Hornsby, President of the West Monroe Chamber at 
325-1961 and let us know if you plan to attend so that we can make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Please see the attached for maps of the Riverside Cultural District in Monroe and the West Monroe 
Cultural District. Please note that the Riverside Cultural District was recently expanded to 
accommodate new development along DeSiard Street. 
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